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First Class All the Way

What a great summer it has been for the Gardens, the House and 
the Friends of Government House Garden Society.

With a summer filled with record sunshine and high temperatures, 
and through the diligent efforts of our volunteers during rainless 
months, the gardens are looking magnificent.

The House has had a record number of visitors, with the monthly 
Open House proving to be a very popular event for both residents 
and tourists, who then tour the gardens and Mews.

The Cary Mews Tea Room, Museum and Interpretive Centre got off 
to a roaring start and are also having a record number of visitors - 
all of them very impressed with their experience.

As only Government House can do, the Friends were treated to 
a thank you barbeque in the style and manner the likes of which 
put your average backyard shindig to shame. Dining in style in the 
ballroom, with a fabulous buffet laid out in the official dining room, 
volunteers were truly made to feel truly appreciated. 

We were honoured to have the family of Dr. and Mrs. Lam join us 

for the luncheon. Check page 9 of this newsletter 
for excerpts from both Darlene Lau’s speech and the 
speech of Her Honour Judith Guichon.

To top off a great summer, we are honoured to 
welcome His Royal Highness Prince Edward and his 
wife HRH Sophie, Earl and Countess of Wessex. In 
Canada to award The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 
they have kindly agreed to officially open the newly 
renovated Cary Mews and Museum.

Thank you to all the volunteers for all your hard 
work in making Government House a must-see 
place to visit. Your efforts are very much appreciated.
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From the Library Shelf
by George Metcalfe

The Book of Roses by Michael 
Gibson: Comprehensive, a delight 
to read and of practical value for 
both the amateur and professional 
rose enthusiast. The author covers 
in practical detail (with drawings) 
every aspect of rose cultivation. 

For many the greatest appeal of the 
book is the full-colour illustrations, 
particularly paintings of some 150 
of the most beautiful and important 
rose varieties.

The first part of the book tells of 
how the various groups of roses we 
grow today developed from ancient 
species of wild roses. Myth and leg-
end are a part of the story, and the 
author applies his scientific training 
in sorting fact from fiction. Roses 
have played a part a part in human 
history, sometimes significant – as in 
the Wars of the Roses, and some-
times incidental.  This all leads to 
a listing of more than 1,000 rose 
varieties grown today. 
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Message from Government  House

Director of Operations

Friends,

 As another season comes to a close, a quick bit of reflection gives me great pride. We accomplished a lot 
together this year. The fence and gates round the rose gardens were installed, and proven a success. Most 
would agree that we have not seen (or smelled) roses in such bounty for many years.  In my six years at  
Government House, I had certainly not seen them in such splendor.   

 The enormous success of the Mews project is still evident. It is such a joy to see so many patrons enjoying 
the costume museum, tea room and various displays down in the Cary Mews almost every day. A big shout 
out to Nelles and Susan for helping take it to the next level. It was fun to have a booth at the Oak Bay Night 
Market this year – thanks to those who attended. The once-per-month open House events have also been 
immensely popular. 

 The gardens have never looked better – the improvements to the look out, the carefully plucked Woodlands, 
Rockland I and II, the Rotary Garden, Pearkes’ Peak, the Cut flower, the Country Garden, the Cottage  
Garden, and so on. This year is truly spectacular.     

 Between the new additions of things to do and see, and the draw of the gardens themselves, it is easy to  
understand why so many people choose to visit us.  It reflects well on Her Honour, the Office and the 
Friends when visitors from around the province and, indeed, around the world, come in ever-increasing 
numbers to learn and enjoy what we are doing here at Government House. Thank you all for helping make 
this happen.

 By the time you have read this, our new Chef, Aleks Kornat will have started. We are very pleased to  
welcome him aboard. He comes with great experience from the Delta and Fairmont hotel chains, as well  
as a Chef instructor and the Vancouver Art institute. You may also have noticed a couple of other new faces 
in the Office. Paul Kovacs joins Chantelle in the front office as our new Administrative Assistant. We also 
have Abbey Pollen working as the Government House Foundation Administrative Support Officer. The House 
has also been lucky to be working closely with the military, and we have had a few members seconded to 
us over the last year. Currently Brendan Carver and Andrew Robinson are the navy members helping us out 
with various endeavours. 

 Thanks again everyone for all that you do. Please ensure you continue to enjoy yourself while you volunteer 
at Government House. Take time to say hello to your fellow volunteers when you can.  

I look forward to seeing you around the gardens, around the Mews, or around the House.



A Message from your President
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In June, a swarm of bees from one of the hives below 
the Sunken Rose Garden decided to find a new home.  
Fortunately, this occurred on one of the gardening 
mornings.

Volunteers in the rose garden heard a tremendous buzz-
ing sound and a swarm estimated at between five and 
seven thousand bees flew over their heads and settled 
on a branch in the large tree at the south-west corner of 
the English Country Garden. 

Nairn Hollott, Supervisor of the Sunken Rose Garden 
and an experienced beekeeper herself, called Swarm 
Control of the Capital Region Beekeepers Club who 
quickly dispatched Peter Day, who arrived with his 
equipment and assistant. They captured the swarm, 
transferred them to a temporary hive and, later that day, 
moved them to a permanent location with an empty 
hive ready and waiting. 

Fortunately, a member of the Friends Photo Group was 
on hand to capture the action in a video now on the 

 Excitement in the Gardens...buzzzzz

Catherine

Friends website. http://fghgs.ca/

Be sure to check out the Friends website for continuous updates 
about what’s happening in the gardens and with the Friends.

What a wonderful summer!  The gardens are loving it and so 
are the visitors.

 More and more groups are requesting tours. Recently three of 
our volunteers welcomed 41 Master Gardeners from Kansas 
City, Missouri. They were all totally impressed with everything 
and one in particular told a guide that it was the best public 
garden she had ever visited!

 The new fencing and gates have made a world of difference 
and we have flowers once more.

 The Vegetable Garden provides an array fresh of veggies for 
sale to volunteers. On coffee mornings, they are delivered 
to the cottage. At other times they may be obtained at the 
garden.

 

The Nursery Garden provides an array of plants. Many 
can be from that garden at any time that the gardeners 
are present.

 The Mews, with longer hours this year (10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.), continue to be a great success and the volunteers 
at the Costume Museum are always proud to their dis-
play in their new digs.

 Music on the lawn was popular as always. For the final 
concert it was attended by many members of the Gov-
ernment House Foundation.

 The BBQ this year was spectacular – served in the 
House and also attended by members of the Govern-
ment House Foundation.

 In May, the Government House chef left us for the 
other side of the continent.

We look forward to meeting Aleks Kornat who will be 
joining Government House as Executive Chef, moving 
from his current position as Executive Chef at the Delta 
Hotel in Vancouver .

 Irrigation continues to be a problem. Brian Rogers con-
tinues a valiant fight. 

Best wishes to you all.

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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Akiko’s Gift
By Valerie Murray

In the summer of 2012 The Friends of Government House 
Gardens lost a longtime volunteer with the death of Akiko 
Kamitakara. Akiko was a kind, generous and very humble 
individual who gave tirelessly to her community without 
attracting any attention to herself. She volunteered her 
time and energy to many groups including the Royal Jubi-
lee Hospital, Victoria Hospice, the BC Cancer Agency and 
the Victoria Symphony as well as our Gardens.

When Akiko died she left a bequest to the Friends of Gov-
ernment House. Last fall we began to plan how we would 
direct some of these funds, but as the spirit of Akiko would 
have it, very little has been spent as many new people and 
companies have come forward as volunteers themselves. 
That the original sum has barely been touched and the 
project is close to completion feels a bit like Akiko magic 
at work.

The project that we had in mind was to give some shape 
and structure to the Woodland’s Lookout that we hope 
to use as a demonstration garden to encourage people to 
grow more native plants in their own gardens. This area 
has gone through a few planning exercises over the last six 
years but still lacked a strong sense of design. Hardscape is 
usually one of the most expensive parts of any garden plan 
so it was felt that this was a good way Akiko’s gift could 
benefit our gardens. 

We sought the best design advice we could. One of the 
most inspirational native plant gardens in Victoria belongs 
to Louise Goulet who gardens on Cranmore Rd. in Oak 
Bay. Louise is an author of a Garry Oak Meadow guide 
book and gives professional advice to those planning na-
tive gardens. Louise invited the Woodlanders to her garden 
last fall and I invited her to visit us at Government House. 
Louise volunteered to not only give us advice but to give 
us some plants as well. She instructed us to divide the 
space at the Look Out with a path to bring people closer 
to the plants and make the area easier to weed. She agreed 
that a strong statement made with a beautiful upright stone 
would also give focus to the space. 

Now we had a strong new plan created by a volunteer 
designer. Government House volunteers got busy weed-
ing and creating the new stepping stone path. The upright 
stone would be harder to locate and to move to the site but 
in late May of this year Susan Bartol-Drinker, heard some 
blasting which sounded like it was in her back yard. It was 
almost in her backyard -- it was on Royal Terrace and we 
went to investigate. A new house was being planned for a 
small rocky lot and there was surplus of rock that had to be 
moved. It was our good fortune that we knew the garden 
designer who was taking on this project. Larry Myers  
is a friend who has an appreciation for good sculptural 
rocks and I let him know that what we were looking for 
was something the size of a small Japanese woman. He 
watched as the blasting continued over the next few weeks 
and chose a number of beautiful stones for us and set them 
aside. 

Having located the perfect rocks next came the task of 
moving the rocks, which wasn’t far geographically but still 
a huge challenge as the stones were much too big to move 
with any of the front loading equipment available at Gov-
ernment House. At this critical point the contractor of the 
new house project, Ron Egli, stepped in offered us a hyab 
-- this is a flatbed truck with a crane on the back. Ron real-
ized that the blasting had caused some unwanted distur-
bance in the normally quiet Rockland neighbourhood and 
when he understood what our Government House project 
was about, honouring a volunteer, he instantly offered his 
help. 

Ron Egli Construction covered the cost of over four hours 
of time with the heavy duty equipment that he rented for 
the afternoon and he and designer Larry Myers volunteered 
to personally place the standing rock and another beauti-
ful rock which became a new bench on the corner of the 
garden bed. It was an exciting afternoon well documented 
by Peter Freedman. With a few more loads of soil the stones 
will be more visually grounded and planting can begin 
when the rains come in the fall.

A project that we budgeted $2000 has cost us $200 in step-
ping stones. Akiko would be delighted that so many offered 
so much of their time and expertise to bring this project to 
completion.

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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Volunteer Spotlight
There are so many wonderful people who volunteer to work in and around the gardens of Government House.  

This spotlight introduces one of our special volunteers.

Introducing Yvonne Jordan
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Working in solitary splendor 
might not be everyone’s cup 
of tea, but for Yvonne Jordan, 
sole gardener of Peter’s Rock, 
the peace and quiet makes 
her “happy as a bug in a rug”, 
as she laughing states. In 
fact, Yvonne calls her chosen 
garden the Garden of Tran-
quility. Named after long time 
gardener, Peter Underwood, 
Peter’s Rock is a rocky out-
crop covered in what Yvonne 
refers to as ‘domestic ferns’. 

“I’m not one of those gardeners who knows all the 
names of the plants,” Yvonne says. “I just love to potter 
in the garden and enjoy keeping the area tidy and well 
maintained. When visitors ask me the names of plants, I 
generally don’t have a clue. Hence the ‘domestic ferns’ 
label!”

Yvonne was born in St Paul, Alberta and had three 
careers before she retired to Victoria. She started off as 
a Photo Artist, long before computers and Photoshop. 
Yvonne studied the art with European masters, everything 
from hand-retouching photographs, to the full develop-
ment process. She was good enough that she ran her 
own successful business for 13 years.

Seeking a change of pace, Yvonne put her artistic eye 
to good use to work in rehabilitation for mentally chal-
lenged adults. Yvonne ran a workshop that taught her 
participants how to do print screening, gold stamping 
and button making. It was very demanding and challeng-
ing work but extremely rewarding.

At age 42, Yvonne decided to follow a deeper calling 
and returned to school to get her BA in Theology from 
St Andrew’s College, Saskatchewan. Four years later, in 
1985, she was ordained as a United Church Minister and 
was given two pastoral charges. She later moved back 
to Lethbridge where she served for 10 years at the First 
United Church.

In 2004 it was time to retire, so she moved to Victoria to 
be closer to her daughter. She started her volunteering 
life as a docent at both Hatley Castle and Craigdarroch 
Castle. When her daughter told her about Government 
House, and that she could indulge her love of gardening 
as a volunteer, she jumped at the chance. She has been 
happily pottering away, twice a week, ever since.

Throughout her many career choices, there has been one 
consistent in Yvonne’s life – her talent and love of pot-
tery. Yvonne started pottery in 1972, taking classes at the 
University of Lethbridge. It was a match made in heaven 
and she quickly developed into a professional potter. 

Developing her own themes and methods, Yvonne says, 
“It was a hobby and a profession that was very practical 
to do as I could sell my work for added income.” 

She had a thriving side business selling her pottery at 
craft shows in Alberta, and her work is now in collec-
tions both in Canada and around the world.

The hobby and profession lasted for 42 years, until her 
move to Victoria. Unfortunately, Yvonne had to stop pot-
ting due to her lack of access to a gas kiln and the right 
equipment. 

“Everyone had an electric kiln, but those don’t give a 
high enough temperature to create the work I was doing. 
And I couldn’t afford to buy my own gas kiln.” 

She still has a few pieces left over from her production 
days and most of those are given away as gifts. “My 
grandkids are interested in pottery now, so I hope to pass 
along my ideas and knowledge to them.”

Yvonne is currently working on an autobiography that 
includes tracing her family heritage. Her parent’s fam-
ily was originally from the Slovak Republic (formerly 
Czechoslovakia). In recent years Yvonne has managed to 
reconnect with them. She’s done three trips back to meet 
long lost family members, and last summer a cousin 
came to Victoria – the first family member to venture to 
Canada.

So, after a lifetime of serving others, Yvonne has found 
her peace and tranquility in the gardens of Government 
House. “At my age, this is a glorious place to be,” she 
says with a smile. “You couldn’t ask for a nicer location 
to garden.”

Yvonne invites all to visit Peter’s 
Rock and experience her Garden 
of Tranquility. 

“It’s wonderful to just come and  
sit and relax. I’d love others to  
experience it. Just not all at once!”

One of Yvonne’s creations, a vase that the 
FoGH Singers gave to a member on the 
occasion of his recent marriage.

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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Feature Garden

A Rose by Any Other Name
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  The Sunken Rose Garden was built by the Friends in 
the mid-nineties on the location previously known as the 
Jane Rogers Rose Garden. Renovation was done because 
the roses were well past their prime and the area looked 
shabby compared to the newly replanted Country Garden. 
Money for the renovation of the rose garden, as well as 
for construction of the Herb Garden, was a loan from the 
David Lam Fund capital - repayable from the yearly interest 
- easier then as interest rates were high. 

The new garden was planted with roses generously do-
nated by David Austin of Austin or English rose fame. Most 
were Austin roses but there were also some older varieties.

  Unfortunately, as time went on it became apparent that 
many of the roses were not flourishing. The cause was poor 
drainage especially in the winter. In the early 2000s new 
drainage was installed, along with the fountain, and some 
of the concrete paths removed so there was more plant-
ing space.The roses that had thrived were re-planted along 
with a wide variety of other cultivars. The latter were also 
a generous donation by Robin Denning of Brentwood Bay 
Nursery. 

The rationale in choosing roses for the garden is to have as 
many different colours, varieties, sizes, flower shapes and 
scents as possible.

Before renovations

Version 1 renovations

After renovations

  The roses bloom from May until late October, with peak 
bloom times in late June-July and again in late August-
September. Early spring colour in the garden is provided 
by tulips, hyacinths, snowdrops and primula. Along the 
Lotbiniere wall are some beautiful old rhodos.

  In the last Bulletin was an article about the gargoyle 
- come to the rose garden and see it in its new location - 
under the rose arch at the end of the garden. The second 
gargoyle which was ‘lost’ is actually at the far northwest 
corner hidden by the yew tree. We hope to get in there this 
fall and relocate it.

  Roses are never easy to care for - they are subject to 
a range of diseases and pests even when more resistant 
varieties are planted. Still, if you love roses, the scent and 
visual delight of them in bloom make it all worthwhile! 

Come and 
smell the lovely 
varieties such as 
Sunsprite,  
Velvet Fragrance, 
Laguna or  
Gertrude Jekyll.

 You will see why 
the eleven of 
us who work in 
the garden slave 
away happily!

Head Gardener 
for the Sunken 
Rose Garden 
and head of all 
Volunteers, Nairn 
Hollot.

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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The Mighty Garry Oak

The Garry Oak, (Quercus garryana) was named after Nich-
olas Garry, deputy governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
1822–35. Also known as Oregon white oak or Oregon 
oak, it has a range stretching from southern California to 
southwestern British Columbia. It grows from sea level to 
210 metres altitude in the northern part of its range, and at 
300 to 1,800 metres in the south of the range in California. 

In B.C., the Garry Oak occurs on the Gulf Islands and 
southeastern Vancouver Island, from west of Victoria along 
the east side of the island up to the Campbell River area. 
There are also small populations along the Fraser River on 
the British Columbia mainland.

Growth Characteristics
The Garry Oak is a drought-tolerant tree, growing slowly 
to around 20 m (occasionally as high as 30 m) or as a 
shrub to 3 to 5 metres. It has the characteristic oval pro-
file of other oaks when solitary, but is also known to grow 
in groves close enough together that crowns may form a 
canopy. The leaves are deciduous, with three to seven deep 
lobes on each side. The flowers are catkins, the fruit a small 
acorn with shallow, scaly cups.

In British Columbia, the Garry Oak can be infested by 
three non-native insects: the jumping gall wasp Neuroterus 
saltatorius, the oak leaf phylloxeran, and the gypsy moth.
While the invasive plant disease commonly called Sudden 
Oak Death attacks other Pacific Coast native oaks, it has 
not yet been found on the Garry oak. Most oak hosts of this 
disease are in the red oak group, while Garry Oak is in the 
white oak group. 

A Garry Oak grove
The Garry Oak is the only native oak species in British Co-
lumbia, Washington, and northern Oregon. In these areas, 
Garry Oak woodlands are early-successional – they  

depend on disturbance to avoid being overtaken by Doug-
las-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii). The disturbance allowing 
Garry Oak to persist in an area that would otherwise suc-
ceed to coniferous forest was primarily fire. 
Natural wildfires are relatively 
common in the drier por-
tions of the Pacific Northwest 
where Garry Oak is found, 
but fire suppression has 
made such events much less 
common. Fire perpetuated 
the grasslands that produced 
food sources such as camas, 
chocolate lily, bracken fern, 
and oak; and that provided 
grazing and easy hunting 
for deer and elk. Mature 
Garry oaks are fire-resistant, and so would not be severely 
harmed by grass fires of low intensity. Such fires prevented 
Douglas-fir and most other conifer seedlings from becom-
ing established, allowing bunch grass prairie and Garry 
Oak woodland to persist. 

Parks Canada states that Garry Oak woodlands support 
more species of plants than any other terrestrial ecosystem 
in British Columbia. The arrival of Europeans on the west 
coast reduced the number of natural fires that took place 
in Garry Oak habitat. With fire suppression and conver-
sion to agriculture, Garry Oak woodlands and bunch grass 
prairies were invaded by Douglas-fir, Oregon ash (Fraxinus 
latifolia), and imported pasture grasses. Oaks were logged 
to clear land for pasture, and for firewood and fence posts. 
Livestock grazing trampled and consumed oak seedlings. 
By the 1990s, more than 90% of the Garry Oak woodland 
habitat on Vancouver Island was gone. 

Remaining Garry Oak woodlands are threatened by urban-
ization, conversion to Douglas-fir woodland, and invasion 
by shrubs, both native and nonnative. Conversely, oak 
groves in wetter areas that historically had closed canopies 
of large trees are becoming crowded with young oaks that 
grow thin and spindly, due to lack of fires that would clear 
out seedlings.

USES
Although the wood has a beautiful grain, it is difficult to 
season without warping, and therefore the Garry Oak has 
not historically been regarded as having any commercial 
value and is frequently destroyed as land is cleared for 
development. However, Garry Oaks and their ecosystems 
are the focus of conservation efforts, including in commu-
nities such as Oak Bay, BC, which is named after the tree. 
Moreover, recently the wood, which is similar to that of 
other white oaks, has been used experimentally in Oregon 
for creating casks in which to age wine. It is above all an 
excellent firewood.

In Oak Bay, a fine of up to $10,000 may be issued for each 
Garry Oak tree cut or damaged.

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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Darlene Lam’s Thank You to the Friends 

Notes from a Barbeque

In my dad’s case, he became a lover of nature and gardens 
at an early age. When he was very young, in grade school, 
he happened to come across some old seed catalogues. 
Growing up in an urbanized environment like Hong Kong, 
he was entranced by all the photos of beautiful flowers, 
so much so that he could not put them down…. he took 
these catalogues to school and looked at them during 
class. He was so engrossed he didn’t realize it until the 
teacher grabbed them out of his hands. You can imagine 
what the teacher was thinking! Expecting to see naughty 
magazines, he could not believe his eyes when he realized 
that my father was secretly reading…..seed catalogues!

Growing up in a Christian home, my parents always taught 
us to volunteer, to help others, to give. His Christian motto, 
which still influences us today, is: We care, we share, we 
serve, we give.

I see how the Friends embody all that and more. My father 
felt the most important thing about being a volunteer is 
not so much about dollar and cents, time and quality. It’s 
about the strong statement we are making to society and to 
the world….that we care. He may have said, it’s not about 
how much, but I can’t help but be blown away when Jamie 
told me that 17,000 volunteer hours were given by you last 
year. Amazing.

You are definitely doing what my father said – that the 
Friends of the Gardens help create something that the 
people of BC, and the tourists and our children and our 
grandchildren for generations to come, are able to enjoy 
and relax in.

My father told me, gardeners are always cheerful – he said, 
‘I have never seen a true gardener who is a long-faced gar-
dener.’ Looking around me today, I think he’s right!

The following is from the speech given by Dr. David Lam’s 
daughter Darlene, at the July Friends barbeque.

Thank you to Darlene for her generous donation of garden-
ing books from her father’s library. The books will be given 
a place of honour in our Friend’s library at the Cottage.

The following excerpts are from the speech of Her Honour Judith 
Guichon, given at the July Friends barbeque.

Welcome to you all, our special friends, our government 
house family!  Today is your day, a day to honour you and 
all that you do to make this heritage home, the show place 
that it is, indeed a jewel in the Canadian vice regal crown.

You, the friends of Government House now numbering 
in the four hundred and forty range are more than the 
sum of your parts. You are an amazing team and like all 
well- functioning organizations your accomplishments are 
momentous and significant. The exciting thing that I have 
learned while being part of, and nurtured by this wonder-
ful family, is that you folks dream big and like magic it ap-
pears..(sic)...It is magical because as you folks have dreamt 
it, so it has unfolded. (Well the chicken house may have 
been my dream). 

It reminds me of something I read years ago about the 
difference in attitude of labourers centuries ago.  Some 
felt they were breaking rock while there were others who 
believed they were building a cathedral. The Gardeners 
of Government House are not digging out weeds they are 
creating a symphony of colour.  The archivists in the attic 
are not sorting dusty documents, they are discovering the 
story and creating the legacy, and the servers in the tea 
house are not clearing dishes but rather dispensing warm 
British Columbian Welcome to visitors from near and far.  
And then there are the tour guides who educate hundreds 
and expand the understanding of the role of the Crown in 
Canada and our function of providing that solid founda-
tion for our stable democracy and the photographers who 
capture the story and immortalize our history.

We recently returned from the Vice Regal conference in 
PEI where we were entertained both at Province House, 

the birth home of this Nation and Government House the 
home of the Lieutenant Governor.  The house is a very 
stately building surrounded by lots of green grass and trees 
and with a wonderful view of the ocean, a very lovely spot 
indeed. 

But I saw no beckoning paths to cool Native Woodlands, 
no Pearke’s Peak or Duck Pond, no Dorothy Lam Orchard, 
and no fragrant Herb Garden or gorgeous, glorious sym-
phony of roses and definitely no acoustically superior band 
stand with summer music suffusing the grounds, no tea 
house, no museum and definitely no chickens!  

Most of all, I saw NO PEOPLE. No families with children 
rolling on the grass, no dogs of every size, shape and 
colour, no walkers walking briskly or joggers trying not 
to stop to take in the view, no morning Tai Chi exercisers, 
no painters, photographers, brides or grannies, no wheel 
chairs or tourists from far beyond our borders. It was far 
more like a quiet painting in PEI than the vibrant, explod-
ing, evolving hub of activity that is Government House in 

British Columbia. 
It is you folks, the 
Friends of Govern-
ment House who 
are the Life Blood 
and the Heart that 
keeps this place 
Vibrant, Lively and 
full of Life and 
Love.  Thank you 
on behalf of all 
who, live, work  
and play here for 
keeping this place 
the jewel in the 
Vice Regal Crown. 

www.fghgs.ca
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Through the Lens

The Photography Group Pick their Favourite Shots
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New members are always welcome. If you are interested in joining the Photography Group, contact Connie 
Rese at board@fghgs.ca

Noreen Grieg
Noreen Grieg is an avid landscape photographer and 
original member of the Friends’ Photo Group. She 
worked in the Cut Flower Garden and served three terms 
as Treasurer on the Friends’ Board.

Noreen took this photo of delicate campanula among the 
rocky crags of the Terraces. She likes the naturalized look 
of the flowers against the textured stone. 

“I’m drawn to growing things,” she says, “and unusual 
close-up configurations of plants, seaweed, pebbles and 
moving water.” 

While researching new equipment and techniques,  
Noreen looks for interesting ways to reproduce an image.

Pentax K-30 at ISO 1600, 135mm, f/5.6, 1/200.

Richard Marshall
Richard Marshall volunteers in the Terrace Garden, 
which operates all year long. He enjoys the view of 
Haro Strait and the Olympic Mountains and the rocky 
outcrops of the rugged area.

Richard became involved with the Friends Photo Group 
indirectly by assisting Heather Marsman with the Friends 
website and making calendars with Connie Rese.

“I’m intrigued by the architectural aspects of the gar-
dens,” he says, “the linear patterns, interesting angles, 
textures and colour contrasts.”

Richard’s photo of the aspen grove in the Woodlands 
shows these compositional details. 

Nikon 610, Nikkor 24-70 mm, at 55 mm, ISO 50, f13, 
1/4 sec (with camera in motion) April 2014.

Oak Bay Night Market

The Government House and Cary Mews had a stall at the 
July and August Oak Bay night market, where we were 
warmly welcomed by the patrons. With the help of the 
volunteers from the Tea Room, who staffed the booth both 
nights, Tea Room Manager Nelles Shakleton oversaw the 
distribution of over 200 house-made cookies and tons of 
brochures. Volunteers ensured that visitors to the booth 
were informed about the House, the gardens, the Mews 
and also that they too could be a Friends member.

Thanks to Ajay from the House and Mary Anne Skill for 
overseeing the set up and taking down the booth and  
ensuring all was ready for the volunteers and visitors.

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
mailto:board@fghgs.ca


Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca            Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

An Amazing Place, So much Beauty by Susan Erling-Tyrell

by Peter Freedman
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The puppets are coming to Government House and the Friends 
are involved. The annual Pacific Northwest Regional Puppetry 
Festival will be held this year in Victoria from September 18-21. 
It is the first time this event has been held in Canada and the 
Festival Director will be renowned local puppeteer Tim Gosley, 
who runs the Merlin’s Sun Theatre. The event is arranged by 
the Pacific Northwest Region of the Puppeteers of America and 
sponsored locally by the Community Arts Council of Greater 
Victoria. 

The main event will be held on Sunday, September 21st. As this 
corresponds to the United Nations International Day of Peace 
the entire Festival is called Puppets for Peace. The event on 
Sunday will include a puppet parade from Craigdarroch Castle 
to Government House (the long way around via Fort Street, Moss 
Street and Rockland) which will be greeted by Her Honour at the 
House gates. On the Government House grounds there will be 
a program at the bandshell and several puppet performances on 
mini stages throughout the grounds.

Other events will be staged throughout the weekend at various 
venues across the city including Puppet Central which is already 

The Puppets are Coming
open to the public on the 3rd level of the Bay 
Centre. Details of these events can be found 
at http://puppetsforpeace.weebly.com/. These 
include shows by special guests Karen Prell 
from Fraggle Rock and Judith Lawrence from Mr. 
Dressup.

How are the Friends involved? Aside from being 
encouraged to attend as many of the events as 
possible, the Photography Group 
of the Friends are the official 
photographers of the Festival. 
Our group will be photograph-
ing the construction of some of 
the puppets as well as the parade 
and other events. Our best pic-
tures will be displayed around 
the city in venues managed by 
the Community Arts Council 
and will be used to promote the 
Friends to the community.

As the Costume Museum is nearing 
the end of its first season in our new 
location, I can only say WOW, and 
what a ride we have had since May 
29th of this year. Our collection of 
costumes only goes from strength to 
strength. 

Our latest acquisition is a fabulous 
uniform from the famous British Raj 
regiment Skinners Horse, kindly 
donated by Tim Travers, son of Major 
Temple Hugh Travers. The uniform was 
made in Saville Row London and we 
even have a picture of the Major in his 
uniform. The only other uniform like 
this resides in The British Imperial War 
Museum, London. It doesn’t really get 
any better than this.

Another wonderful recent acquisition 
is the Alexander Dress, worn by Nancy 
Alexander for her 60th wedding an-
niversary in 1909. The Alexanders were 
one of the first free blacks to settle in 
Victoria at the invitation of Sir James 
Douglas and were instrumental in the 
development and history of Victoria.

Since May, we have had several thou-
sand visitors from all over the globe. 
Our visitor books are literally a trip 
around the world, people from every 
continent and nation with nothing but 
glowing and rave reviews about what 
they have experienced at the museum, 
the beautiful gardens and the tea room.

We also have been fortunate to have 
some notable visitors to the Mews, 

including The Speaker of the House, 
the costume designer from the movie 
Howards End and last but not least 
a lady who sits on the board of the 
V & A museum in London, who was 
quite literally blown away with what 
she saw and could not believe that 
we have “this treasure” as she put 
it, in Western Canada. You can only 
imagine how gratifying this is for all 
32 museum volunteers who are so 
dedicated to the continued expansion 
and success of the museum.  

As a final kudo, Their Royal High-
nesses will grace us with their pres-
ence and officially open the museum 
and Mews. They will also tour the 
museum. Who could have possibly 
imagined all of this five years ago 
when it all began.  

It will be a sad day for us all when 
we close the doors at the end of the 
season, until next May, but I am sure 
we will scheme a plan where we can 
still take people around our museum 
for special private tours. 

If you haven’t yet visited the museum, 
I invite you all to come down and see 
our hidden treasure. We will be open 
until the end of September.

www.fghgs.ca
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Notices

Prince Edward, the Earl of Wessex was born on March 10, 1964 at Buckingham 
Palace, the third son and fourth and youngest child of The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh.

Baptised Edward Antony Richard Louis in the Private Chapel at Windsor Castle, His 
Royal Highness was known as Prince Edward until his marriage in 1999, when he 
became The Earl of Wessex and Viscount Severn. The last person known as ‘Earl 
of Wessex’ was Harold Godwinson, prior to his accession to the English throne as 
King Harold II in 1066.

Prince Edward and Miss Sophie Rhys-Jones were married at St George’s Chapel, 
Windsor, on June 19, 1999. Upon their marriage Miss Rhys-Jones became known 
as Her Royal Highness The Countess of Wessex. The Earl and Countess have two 
children: Lady Louise, born on November 8, 2003 and James, Viscount Severn, 
born on December 17, 2007.

The Earl of Wessex carries out a full schedule of royal duties on behalf of The 
Queen. He is involved with 79 organizations and holds 8 military appointments.

The Earl plays a very active role in The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award both as a UK 
and International Trustee, and as Chairman of the International Council, the operat-
ing authority which controls the programme and standards in 140 countries. 

HRH Prince Edward and HRH Sophie, the Earl and Countess of Wessex

In 1999 he established the International Special Projects Group to provide a capital fund to broaden the reach of the 
Award by supporting young people at risk around the world. His Royal Highness wrote and narrated two films about The 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award shown on BBC television in 1987.

On the occasion of their marriage, Their Royal Highnesses founded The Wessex Youth Trust, a grant making organization 
to help, support and advance registered charities which provide opportunities specifically for children and young people.

These charities represent a huge cross-section of different youth-orientated causes and needs, from hospices, hospital 
beds and incubators to holiday clubs, sports organizations and outreach programmes; from inner city drop-in centres, 
child protection training and helplines to drug prevention schemes and sex education; from deaf, blind and speech im-
paired support groups and special needs libraries, to theatre, dance and music-related groups.

Since 1999 donations have been made to over 154 charities, both in the UK and internationally. For more information see 
www.wessexyouthtrust.org.uk

The above information was taken from the official website of the British Monarchy.  
For more information about any member of The Royal Family, check out www.royal.gov.uk.

Milforde Rose (1947 - 2014)
Milforde Dawn Inman Rose (nee Andrews) passed away on August 12, 2014 at the age of 66.

She is survived by her partner and best friend David, sister Juliet (John), brother Lyndon, sons Simon (Cristina), Jonathan, 
Nichol (Aiko), stepson Ken (Ting), stepdaughter Heather, grandson Mateo, step-grandsons Beck and Jay and beloved 
nephews and nieces, many wonderful friends and predeceased by her brother Paul and her eldest son Matthew.

Born in Christchurch NZ to Warwick and May Andrews, Milforde lived in New Zealand, England, Yorkton SK, London, 
Ont., where she completed her Nursing degree and spent her last 15 years in the gardeners’ paradise of Victoria BC.

Milforde was a member of many groups and societies and found a place in her heart for the people in all of them. She 
was a leader in the Woodlands garden at Government House.

The BC Cancer Center, Joanna Vergidis, Vic General and the Victoria Hospice were amazing in their quality of care in 
the last weeks of Milforde’s life.

In lieu of flowers, please make any donations in her memory to Adult literacy: http://www.literacyvictoria.ca/about-us/
support/support-literacy-victoria 

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca

