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It’s going to be a Busy Season
While spring and summer are always a busy, active time for
volunteers, the following activities will bring more visitors than
ever to our beautiful gardens.
May 10 & 11: Conservatory of Music will be playing at the
bandshell. For more on this event, check out the article on
page 5.
May 10: Tea Room will officially open for the season. Costume
Museum aiming to be open by the May Day long weekend.
Official Mews opening first week in June.

Concerts on the lawn

vocals. Noted for their high energy performance and
driven by a passion for the timeless and traditional
Celtic music of past generations, they weave their
own special blend of “Trad with Attitude”.

Open Houses

The House continues with their monthly open house
for the general public. Dates for the Open House
are: Saturday, May 3, Saturday, June 21 and Saturday, July 5. Two tour times are available: 10am and
11am. Later dates will be posted on the website as
they are confirmed.

July 3: Band TBD

July 10 - Dock Side Drive (formerly “The Ford 7”) is one of the
West Coast’s newest swing & show bands. This dynamic band
will entertain audiences with the music of the 1940s, 50s &
60s, including the music of Ray Charles, Irving Berlin, George
Gershwin, Cole Porter and other favourites. You won’t want
to miss the chance to see and hear this ensemble performing
well-known swing, blues, jazz and show tunes!
It’s guaranteed you’ll be swingin’ and singin’ along!
July 17 - Cookeilidh ( Cook - Kay - Lee ) If it’s a kitchen party
yer after… you’ve come to the right place! Cookeilidh is a 4
member Celtic band from Victoria, BC, comprised of 12-string
guitar, fiddle, wooden Irish flute, electric bass, bodhran and
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The Friends - a group of over 400 dedicated volunteers, approximately half of whom spend many hours working in the gardens. Non-gardening
members work in archives, library, photography, publications, greeting cards, administration, tour guides, education and special events.

Volunteer Coordinator: Nairn Hollott
To join the Friends of Government House Garden Society,
please contact Nairn Hollot at 250-592-2005

Director of Gardening Activities: Brian Rogers
Garden Supervisors
Cottage Garden:
Country Garden:
Cut Flower Garden:
Floral Designers’ Garden:
Herb Garden:
Iris Garden:
Lavender Border Mob:
Nursery:
Pearkes’ Peak:
Peter’s Rock:
Pool Garden:
Rock and Alpine Garden:
Rockland 1:
Rockland 2:
Rotary Garden:
Sunken Rose Garden:
Terraces:
Vegetable Garden:
Victorian Rose Garden:
Woodlands:
Winter Garden:
Tool Shed Manager:

Phyllis Muir 2nd: Pat Mayhill
Ruth Minshall (Tuesdays) Maxine Brook (Thursdays)
Jan Drent 2nd: Bonnie Myers
Audrey Smith
Marion Elliott 2nd: Eileen Collier
Val Smith
Carol Dancer
Bryan Taylor
Brian Rogers
Yvonne Jordan
Jessica Sluymer
Eileen Evans & Michael Langhammer
Diane Symes 2nd: Sandra Fleischman
Phyllis Muir 2nd: Diane Adams
Michael Russell & Siewkeen Quah
Nairn Hollott
Alison Leamy
Mary Cake 2nd: Sue Hara, Brian Dallamore
Vaughn Edwards 2nd: Linda Langwith
Kathleen Martin (Tuesdays) Milforde Rose (Thursdays)
Carol Dancer
David Langley

Director of Non-Gardens Support: Robin Patterson
Archives Groups - FoGHGS:
Bulletin Mailing Group:
Coffee/Tea Mornings:
Cottage Upkeep:
Volunteer Coordinator:
Garden Tours:
Greeting Cards:
Library:
E-mail Communications:
Photography Group:
Plant Registry:
Telephone triage:
Telephone Committee:

Sue Baptie
Catherine Spencer and Susan Bartol-Drinker
Liz Wallis
Sharon Vermaning
Nairn Hollott
Arthur Timms
Connie Rese
George Metcalfe
Catherine Spencer
Connie Rese
Crenagh Elliott
Catherine Spencer
Eileen Edgar 2nd: Frances Bardon

Director of Operations: Jerymy Brownridge
Archives Group - House:
Costume Museum:
Docents:
FoGH Singers (Choir):
Gift Shop:
Tea Room:

Caroline Duncan
Susan Erling-Tyrell
Howard Smith, Sue Doman
Jerymy Brownridge
Nelles Shakelton

Bulletin Editorial Team
Editor: Mary Anne Skill, Deputy Editor: Leah Freedman, Technical Support: Peter
Freedman, Graphic Design: Mary Anne Skill, Proofreading: Jim Ferguson & Denise
Stocco. Contributors this Issue: Kate Cino, Peter Freedman, Nairn Hollot, Ruth
Minshell, Valerie Murray, Howard & Val Smith.
All photos unless noted are courtesy of The Photography Group
Contributions, comments, photos welcomed and may be left in the ‘Publications
Folder’ on the hall desk in the Cottage, or emailed to: CaryBulletin@yahoo.ca

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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From the Library Shelf
by George Metcalfe

Vita’s Other World by Jane
Brown: An illustrated gardening
biography in which Vita SackvilleWest’s development as a poet,
a character and a gardener are
woven together and shown to
achieve the fusion which, with the
help of Harold Nicholson, produced Sissinghurst, a garden
of outstanding beauty.
Gertrude Jekyll by Betty Massingham: An illustrated life of
Gertrude Jekyll. A major figure in
the development of garden design,
Gertrude Jekyll translated gardening into terms of painting…in her
use of colour, and of light and
shade.
The poetry, colour, light and shade
of these two eminent and pioneer
garden designers are reflected in
the planning and development of
the Country Garden at Government House.
Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

Message from Government House
I cannot believe another winter has passed and we are already full steam ahead for a new season
of gardening, curating, archiving, guiding, tea-pouring and photography.
Gardening has officially started and it is great to see so many volunteers cracking on with their
planting and clean-up. It is only April, but the grounds look great and the compliments are pouring in. Thank you one and all.
The new season brings excitement and positive change. For the first time in history, we have
scheduled public tours of the House. So far, we have been able to open the House to the public
for two hours on the first Saturday of each month. We offer hourly guided tours as opposed to a
general open house. Patrons are led through the basement and ground floor by our tour guides
who espouse the wonders of the Office and the Estate. This new activity has been very well
received by the public. Time to bring your friends, family or neighbours for a look around! Please
check our website for future tour dates.
Thanks to our partnership with the Government House Foundation, the Ministry of Finance, the
Friends, as well as the exceeding generosity of a few donors, we were able to complete the rose
gardens fence enclosures. I think all would agree the design is very befitting of the gardens and,
more importantly, the fence and gates are working!
The same cooperation also facilitated the carriage house rehabilitation, which is almost complete. Soon the building will house our wonderful costume display. A third big project at the Tea
Room is the expansion of the deck, also nearing completion.
We are becoming more proactive, promoting the House and the Office of the Lieutenant Governor and attracting visitors to our glorious gardens. We now have a contemporary social media
presence, touch screen kiosks, a new website, a vibrant Cary Mews museum, interpretive centres,
a heraldry exhibit and many other wonderful additions that both profile and showcase our work
here.
Her Honour and the rest of us at Government House would not enjoy such positive feedback
or an enhanced public image without your help. Once again, please accept our most sincere
thanks. And here is to another fantastic season at Government House.
All the best!

Director of Operations

A Message from your President
Spring has arrived or so we are told. Well, there have been a few lovely days and the gardens
seem to believe they can come alive. So many have become really beautiful.
While we were waiting out the winter we were treated to several very interesting “Talks”
arranged by Angela Newton to whom we send our thanks. Those members who were not able
to attend really missed something. We hope they may be able to attend the final Talks.
This month is volunteer month and Jay Macdonell, Volunteer Coordinator at the Art Gallery
of Victoria , has put together a pass for each of our volunteers to visit some of the treasures in
Victoria. These passes may be obtained on Tuesday and Thursday mornings in the cottage or by
telephone to 250 382 6240.
Sadly, we have to report the passing of two of our volunteers:

	
  

Brenda Bone became a volunteer in the Government House Gardens on March 1st, 1992 and has continued to work here in
the Cut Flower Garden until recently.
Pieter Marsman joined the volunteers on February 28th, 2011. His wife, Heather, volunteers in the Nursery Garden and has
served on the Friends’ Board of Directors.
Please remember to record your hours and report them to Yvonne Dawe.
We look forward to a great summer in the Gardens and to the opening of the Cary Mews in May.
Catherine

A Children’s Garden at Government House
By Nairn Hollot
With the blessing of the Friends’ Board and the Garden
Management Board, Valerie Murray, Brian Rogers and I are
developing the concept of a children’s garden at Government
House. A children’s garden would be a place to learn about
the challenge, hard work and satisfaction of growing food,
the soul-pleasure of nurturing flowering plants and the vital
importance to life of pollinating insects.
We envisage raised beds located on the site of the old greenhouses (near the nursery and vegetable gardens). The beds
would be arranged in a pattern suggestive of a plant, introducing the idea of garden design. They would be planted with
vegetables, colourful annuals, perennials and bee friendly
plants.
Children would come on weekends in May to plant seeds and
starter plants. During the summer the children would garden
on Tuesdays and/or Thursdays. They could take home the vegetables and cut flowers they grow.
Funding for the project would be provided by the Friends.
Volunteers would work with the children and help care for the
garden.
The garden would be open to children 16 and under who
have relatives who are members of the Friends.
It would be expected that young children would be accompanied by an adult relative.

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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Photo courtesy of Children’s Garden in Monmouth County NJ
– Barlow’s Flower Farm

We would like to start the project next spring but cannot go
ahead unless we have a commitment from at least 10 or 12
members who would bring their young relatives. If a child
in your family would like to garden with us and you would
sponsor them, would you please let us know.

Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

Music in the Gardens
By Valerie Murray
To celebrate the 50th Anniversary year of the Victoria Conservatory of Music and it’s important outreach programs in
our community Government House Gardens are getting
involved for the first time with the VCM’s annual Mother’s
Day Garden Tour which will be held on May 10th and
11th from 10am-4pm.

The Tearoom will be open with its expanded deck and a
special concession will be set up by the band shell to pick
up light lunches.
We wanted to encourage volunteers who had some extra
time to drop by their designated gardens over the weekend
to welcome the visitors and answer questions. It is always
the joy of visiting private gardens to be able to ask questions of the gardeners and Government House in spite of
being a public garden has the lovely feel of a series of
private gardens because of the work of the volunteers. Your
presence, even if it’s only for a short while would be a fabulous addition.

Our Gardens are always open to the public but this is a
time when we expect to welcome a large number of additional visitors. Usually 900 garden lovers will visit each
of the gardens on the tour over the weekend so we want to
look our best.
There will be music by the VCM students in all the private
gardens open on the tour but as a special treat the Government House band shell has been chosen as the venue
to showcase the remarkable talents of the Conservatory
Faculty. Wonderful music will play on both Saturday and
Sunday from 11am to 3pm, starting with our own GH
choir on Saturday to begin the music for the weekend.

If you have time to catch more of the private gardens on the
tour over the weekend tickets will be available to purchase
at Brian and Jennifer Rogers’ garden on Gonzales Rd.
We’re looking for a sunny music filled weekend. Hope you
can be part of it.

A Partnership of GROWth and Cooperation
Government House is pleased to once again partner with the Capital Mental Health Association and the GROW
program, a recreation and leisure program for adults living in the community with mental illness. The program was
established in 2006, but there has been a near 15 year presence of an ecological restoration team in the Garry Oak
Woodlands.
As a group member of the Friends of Government House Gardens Society, CMHA maintains a team of restoration
volunteers comprised of GROW clients under the supervision of Joe Percival, GROW staff member and graduate of
the University of Victoria’s Restoration of Natural Systems program.
As they have done in the past years, the GROW volunteers work in the Woodlands area, east and west sectors, yearround. The team consists of the Staff Supervisor (Joe Percival or on occasion, a staff co-worker), a volunteer team of
up to eight individuals and as available, an authorized C.M.H.A. GROW Volunteer Assistant. All staff at the GROW
program have extensive experience and qualifications in working with adults with mental illness.
As restoration volunteers, the objective is to monitor the Garry Oak Woodland Ecosystem for invasive plant species
and to remove such non-native species in an ecologically sensitive, appropriate manner.
This project has been a source of deep fulfillment over the years for the many clients who have participated and the
evidence of past commitment to this endeavor is well established and respected.
CMHA is also considering other projects in consultation with Friends and House, such as pathway refurbishment.

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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Volunteer Spotlight
There are so many wonderful people who volunteer to work in and around the gardens of Government House.
This spotlight introduces one of our special volunteers.
to be the table top floral designer for Team Victoria and
subsequently assisted Team
BC and Team Canada. In her
off-time, she runs Shackleton
Consulting, a hospitality and
tourism company that specializes in training people in
the skills and work ethics
needed to excel in the service industry.

Introducing Nelles Shackleton
We know her by her English name of Nelles, but this very
busy and energetic volunteer has a Chinese name that
is so appropriate: Ma Lai Dan, which means Beautiful
Peony. Although if you talk to her, you learn Nelles’ favourite flower is the Iris.
“They are so delicate and beautiful with so many different
colours and shapes,” Nelles said.
It was the love of this flower, (she is a member of the Iris
Society), that brought Nelles to work in the gardens,
where she volunteers in the Iris beds. She credits Val
Smith with introducing her to the Friends and the gardens
of Government House and she quickly became a Friends
member. As well as working in the Iris beds, Nelles also
volunteers in the Tea Room and at the Costume Museum.

Government House is so appreciative of Nelles energy and enthusiasm, they awarded
her an ‘Energizer Bunny Award’ for all her hard work and
long service to the House.
Now the House is harnessing Nelles experience and training by appointing her Manager of the Tea Room. She is
very excited with this new opportunity and nothing seems
to stop the House’s own Energizer Bunny.

Nelles started working at the House and in the gardens in
the early 90’s. She has worked with the kitchens and food
services at the House through five Lieutenant Governors
and five Chefs. She considers her service at the house to
be the highlight of a 50-year career in the food services
industry.

“If people say ‘no you can’t’ I say ‘yes I can!’ The key to
being a good manager is patience, tolerance and to be a
good listener. The volunteers at the Tea Room know what
works and what doesn’t, so I’m open to their feedback.”

Originally from Rosetown, Saskatchewan, Nelles literally
grew up in the food service industry. Her parents owned
a Chinese restaurant and her family, including 3 sisters,
lived in the back of the restaurant.

Nelles will help to continue professionalizing and improving the Tea Room where the friendly warmth of the
volunteers will be matched by improved service. She
is consulting with both Chef Christophe and Jerymy on
implementing some changes to the Tea Room, as suggested by the volunteer workers.These will include new
menu items, new workflow and improvements to the Tea
Room itself. An expanded deck area for outdoor seating is
being constructed.

From that early start, Nelles learned not only about food
preparation, but about the importance of hard work, a
healthy work ethic, proper service and the skills and tact
needed to work in the food industry. She went on to excel
in this, her chosen profession.
Throughout her career, Nelles has worked only at what
she considers ‘the best places’. On the west coast, this
includes: The Aerie Hotel and Resort, Chateau Victoria,
McMorron’s Beach House, The Empress, Oak Bay Beach
Hotel, the Westin Bayshore Inn, Dunsmuir Lodge, the
Panda Szechuan Restaurant and Ambrosia Catering. Her
portfolio is filled with glowing letters of recommendation
and commendations for her hard work and organizational
skills.

Nelles loves everything about working at the House, the
Gardens and Mews. “I love that a visitor can come to
the House and tour these beautiful gardens, then come
down to the Mews to view the historic costumes in the
Museum and tour the Interpretive Centre that showcases
and shares the history of the House, before stopping in a
special place for a relaxing cup of tea and a light refreshment. We have everything to offer the visitor right here at
the Gardens and Mews. And it’s all free!”

She is also the recipient of numerous awards for food and
hospitality, ranging from local organizations to international. She is a member of Conferie de la Chaine des
Rotisseurs, the Canadian Culinary Federation of Chefs
and Cooks and the World Association of Cooks society, to
name just a few.

Nelles is a firm believer in giving back to the community.
She serves on the Citizenship Committee to help new
Canadians adjust to Canada. She is working with a UVIC
study on the History of Chinese Canadians and secondgeneration Chinese Canadians. She is a member of VGH
Auxiliary, Chinatown Lioness, the Iris Association, Beacon
Community Services Shoal Centre, Starlight Pops Ensemble and the Government House Choir.

Throughout her career, Nelles has helped to organize
culinary competitions around the world. She was selected

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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Feature Garden
In an English Country Garden
Located beside the main gate of Government House, on
a south facing slope, the English Country Garden’s design
and plants in are in keeping with those found in an English
country house. A large expanse of green lawn is bordered
by three main beds.
Planted during 1993-4, ongoing changes and renovations
have been supervised by Barbara Fields and Jo Finlayson,
who followed Barbara as Supervisor in 2004. Jo supervised the
beds rejuvenation with a keen eye for plant combinations.
More recently, Friends Garden Consultant Valerie Murray gave suggestions for year-round interest, structure and
unusual perennials. This garden now has a stunning show
of over 350 species of trees, shrubs, bulbs and perennials
flowers. Peak bloom time is June-September.

The First Hello: As the first garden visitors see on entering
the grounds, volunteers in the English Country Garden have
the opportunity to meet people from across B.C., Canada
and the world. They are accustomed to answering questions and being informal ambassadors for the Friends. In
return, the volunteers are frequently thanked for the efforts
of the Friends in maintaining the gardens. This appreciation
constantly reminds the volunteers how fortunate all the
Friends are to be part of Dr. Lam’s vision of the Friends’
stewardship of the gardens.
As well as Barbara and Jo, eight English Country Garden
pioneers have worked in the garden for 20 plus years.
Maxine Brook, Joan deTurberville, Barbara Caird, Eva
Dunlop, Lindsey Maule and Joyce Buchanan continue
in the Garden while Betty Wright has moved to another
FGHG garden. Phyllis West was a valued volunteer until
her move to Delta. These volunteers link the rest of the
Friends directly to Dr. Lam’s vision and the history and
development of this lush, fragrant garden.

WEST BORDER: The 65 foot border by the curving main
path is the largest bed. Planting is based on the spectrum
of colours in an artists’ colour wheel, devised by the noted
English garden designer Gertrude Jekyll (1843-1932). The
colour palette runs in sequence from hot reds at the north
end, melding into oranges and yellows in the middle and
on through cool blues at the south end. The border is
backed by a dark green English Yew hedge, while three
pyramid obelisks provide height, leading the eye along the
border while supporting summer flowering clematis.

Working from March to November, two teams of four to
six volunteers provide almost 1,000 hours of work yearly.
Volunteers are busy in the gardens on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10am – noon. Ruth Minshall is the Tuesday
supervisor and Maxine Brook is the Thursday supervisor.
A sociable group, they welcome new volunteers and invite
everyone to come for a tour or ask questions about the
lovely garden beds.

GARRY OAK TREE BED: This shady bed alongside the
main entrance driveway, contrasts with the sunny West
Border across the lawn. Under the towering Garry Oak are
planted perennials with year-round interest. A main feature
of this bed is Ligularia denata ‘Britt-Marie Crawford’ with
rich burgundy leaves, surrounded by a river of red Astilbe.
WHITE BED: Adjacent to the Herb Garden, this bed has
perennial plants found in its namesake at Sissinghurst
Castle Garden in England, designed in the 1930’s by the
famous plants woman and writer, Vita Sackville-West
(1892-1962). Sackville-West called it her grey, green and
white garden: “Grey and green clumps of foliage, pierced
with tall white flowers”. Using many of the plants found at
Sissinghurst, the bed is planted thickly to deter deer ‘hideaways’ and incorporates deer-resistant plants.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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The Magnificent Dawn Redwood by Valerie Murray
One of the most commented on trees on the grounds
of Government House is
the Dawn Redwood planted
between the Victoria Rose
Garden and the borders of
Rockland 2.
That the photography group
uses it as a worthy subject
throughout the year is proof
that its trunk, branches,
spring and fall needle colour are fascinating in every
season.
The Dawn Redwood Metasequoia glyptostoboides, is the sole living
species of the genus Metasequoia and one of three
species in the family Sequoioideae – the Redwood family. Metasequoia means ‘like a sequoia’. It is native to the
Sichuan-Hubei region of China.
It is one of a small handful of deciduous conifers and
grows in a conical shape to a height of 150’ or more
depending on climate. Its fresh needles each spring are
pale green in colour and feathery and soft to the touch. The
needles change to a dark green by midsummer then turn
golden and finally a bronze red in the autumn before they
are shed. As the tree matures the trunk broadens at the
base and can develop an interesting gnarly texture with a
deep fluting that is an attractive feature all winter.
The tree has an intriguing history.
It was first described from fossil
records by the Japanese botanist, Dr.
Shigeru Miki at Kyoto University in
1941. He calculated the tree fossil
to be 50,000,000 years old and now
extinct. By coincidence in the same
year T. Kan, a forester doing a survey
in Hubei province, China, discovered
an enormous tree which he had never
seen before. He believed it to be a
glyptostrobus, a rare Chinese conifer
though the native population referred
to it as shui-shan which means ‘water
fir’ because of the moist conditions it
favours. Kan made a note of the tree
but owing to the season no plant material was collected.
Two years later a small stand of the
same trees was found in another location in Hubei province by Zhan Wang.
Due to World War II, these trees were
not studied further. Then, in 1946,
the connection was made between
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca

Dr. Miki’s new genus and the living samples identified by
Kan and Zhan. They were finally described as a new living
species, M. glyptostroboides, in 1948 by Wan Chun Cheng
and Professor Hu Xiansu.
Professor Hu was a Chinese botanist and founder of plant
taxonomy in China. He was a pioneer of modern botany
research in the country. He is credited with providing the
specific epithet “glyptostroboides,” after its resemblance to
the Chinese swamp cypress (Glyptostrobus).
In 1948 an expedition funded by the Arnold Arboretum
of Harvard University went to China to collect seeds
which were distributed to institutions and arboreta around
the world. It is believed the tree at Government House is
grown from that original seed stock which had been sent to
Herb Warren, the Director of City Parks in Victoria (and the
same person who planted boulevard trees and devised the
famous hanging baskets). It is recorded the seed arrived in
Victoria in 1949.
There are eight metasequoia in Beacon Hill Park. Some of
these trees were planted before 1953, the year in which
they were reported to be ‘four to five feet high and thriving’. Butchart Gardens received two plants in the 1950’s
from the City of Victoria Parks Department. Although it is
not documented where the majestic Government House
specimen came from, in a recent conversation with Al
Smith, retired Director of City Parks, it could very well
have come from the same batch of original seedlings.
There was a very close relationship with the City and
Government House at the time and much sharing of plants
back and forth which continues in a lesser way today as
the City takes care of our tender banana and our beautiful
abutilons over the winter months.
The Dawn Redwood has since become a popular ornamental tree in
parks and gardens worldwide and
has gained the Royal Horticultural
Society’s Award of Garden Merit.
However, in the late 1980s, it was
discovered that many of the second
generation trees in cultivation suffered from inbreeding depression
(extremely low genetic variability)
which could lead to increased susceptibility to disease and reproductive failure.
Today, conservation efforts continue.
In Lichuan County, China there is a
Dawn Redwood forest consisting of
around 5,000 trees. Though cutting
of trees or branches is illegal, the
demand for seedlings drives cone
collection to the point that natural
reproduction is no longer occurring
in the wild.
Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Words
Artists capturing the beauty of the Gardens are nothing new
and it’s always interesting to see their interpretations of the
many lovely scenes and flowers.
When Her Honour noticed some painters outside her window in early April, her staff popped out to get some photos
for inclusion in the Cary Bulletin.
These artists are members of the Al Frescoes Plein Air
Painters. They meet every Friday to paint in a different
location around Victoria. They paint through the morning
and reconvene at noon to show and tell each other about
their work (this day they met at the gazebo). If you are
interested to see their pictures of our beautiful gardens, they
have an upcoming show of their work at Coast Collective
Gallery (3221 Heatherbell Rd, near Royal Roads) from April
16 to May 4th.
If you would like to join them in their endeavours, you can
contact them at www.alfrescoes.com

The Influence of Gertrude Jekyll

She created over 400 gardens in the United Kingdom,
Europe and the United States. Later in life, Jekyll collected
and contributed a vast array of plants solely for the purpose
of preservation to numerous institutions across Britain.

The influence of Gertrude Jekyll on garden design, even
today and even in our House gardens, begs a deeper look
at this influential gardener.

Jekyll was also known for her prolific writing. She wrote
over 1,000 articles for magazines such as Country Life and
William Robinson’s The Garden. She penned over fifteen
books, ranging from Wood and Garden to her most famous
book Colour in the
Flower Garden.

In her late teens Gertrude Jekyll enrolled as a student at
the Kensington School of Art. She travelled widely and her
artistic talents included the interior design of the Duke
of Westminster’s mansion. But the deterioration of her
eyesight compelled her to almost entirely abandon her
favourite occupation of painting.

Fun fact: Family
friend Robert Louis
Stevenson borrowed
the family name for
his famous novella
Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde.

However, she had always loved flowers. She translated
gardening into terms of painting…in her use of colour,
and of light and shade. Jekyll was one of the first of her
profession to take into account the colour, texture and
experience of gardens as the prominent authorities in her
designs. She was a lifelong fan of plants of all genres. Her
theory of how to design with colour was influenced by
painter J.M.W. Turner and by impressionism plus the
theoretical colour wheel.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca

Portrait by William
Nicholson, painted
October 1920
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Through the Lens
The Photography Group Pick their Favourite Shots
How long have you been taking photos?
How did you become involved with the Friends Photo Group?
What qualities of Government House gardens you most enjoy?

BRITT SWOVELAND

Canon SX30 IS. Shutter Speed: 1/125.
Aperture: F5.8. IS0 200 Date: March
2014

CONNIE RESE

Photo group coordinator Connie Rese’s
interest in photography spans several
years. Living near the grounds, she
took many photos before becoming a
volunteer and key organizer of photo
card sales. This moss covered gnarled
Gary Oak is on the terraces in a camas
grove. Connie appreciates the wild and
natural areas of the woodlands and
applauds the ongoing restoration work.
Canon PowerShot A70. Shutter Speed:
1/160. Aperture: F/2.8 ISO: 80. May
2009.

GAYLE HOZACK

Gayle Hozack has been taking photos for five years. Gayle
joined the group after meeting
another member (Susan Henderson) at a photography workshop. Gayle is impressed by the
ever-changing flora and tranquil
setting of the grounds. She likes
to wander or rest awhile on a
bench, as shown here in the
Rockland ll Border.
New members are always welcome. If you are
interested in joining the Photography Group,
contact Connie Rese at board@fghgs.ca
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca

The Photo Group is expanding
their activity this year beyond
the regular photo shoot and slide
show on the Friends website that
captures the look and feel of the
gardens each month. Working
with the Garden Supervisors, our
photographers will be engaging
in two separate projects.
For the first, we will select a view
that captures important aspects of
each garden and retake the same
picture each month. At the end of
the year we’ll collect the photos
into a time lapse look at each
garden through the seasons.

Britt Swoveland started taking photos
three years ago.
Britt noticed the Friends’ photo blog
and wanted to connect with others
who value and record the grounds.
Because she works full time, the
photo group’s weekend meet-ups fit
into her lifestyle. Britt found this trillium by the duck pond tucked under
rhododendrons in leafy mulch. Her
interest in native plants celebrates
their contribution to First Nations
culture and survival in a changing
habitat.

Smile and Put your
Best Plant Forward

Nikon D60. Shutter Speed:
1/125. Aperture: F4. IS0: 200.
Date April 2014.
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The second project is to take
a new set of pictures for each
garden to capture them from all
angles including the volunteers
who work there. (Note: Only
volunteers who give their permission will be photographed.)
Plants of note and rare plants will
be highlighted and a new write
up for each garden will be posted
with the pictures on the Friends
website. These pictures will be
taken at the best time for each individual garden. We’ll also try to
capture before and after pictures
of any significant enhancements
to the gardens.
Each garden has an assigned photographer, so don’t be surprised
if you start seeing a familiar
face behind the lens repeatedly
throughout the year - and remember to smile!
Later in the year we’ll also be
taking pictures of the gardening
crews in each garden for printing and display in the Cottage
(not for the web). Plenty of notice
will be given once the dates for
the Tuesday and Thursday shoots
have been set.

Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

Choir Notes - “If you know which notes to sing...”
by Howard and Val Smith
Three years ago, Mary Cake and Peggy Dallamore thought
carols would enhance the Christmas luncheon, so David
Langley brought in music and Pam Dickinson to play the
brand new Steinway concert piano - which arrived just in
time for the choir’s debut, and the choir was born.
Bill and Ann Osborne joined to share their experience in
choral music direction and vocal training. They led the
choir through 2011, developing soprano, alto, tenor and
bass sections. The year ended with a premiere Christmas
concert in the Government House Bandshell. In 2012, Bill
stepped down for health reasons.

tenants of The Belmont, a venue at which they sometimes
rehearse and perform.
Her Honour has been seen applauding and everyone is
waiting for the day she picks up her flute to accompany the
singers.
If you are interested in joining The Singers for the fall session, there are currently spaces in the alto and bass sections.
To join The Singers, contact Howard at hsmith@island.net to
set up an audition.
The Singers will be performing a concert on
Saturday, May 10th, at 11am, in the Bandshell,
as part of the Conservatory of Music’s
Mother’s Day Gardens Tour

The choir was delighted when Sue
Doman agreed to become the new
Music Director. Sue’s professional
conducting experience has grown
the standards of the choir, now
with the official title Friends of
Government House Singers.
The Singers are an auditioned all-volunteer choir who
meet on Wednesday evenings. Members pay a small
fee to cover expenses along with a refundable music
deposit.
A committee structure and audition protocol ensures
the future success of the choir.
The Singers have sung at House events, at Friends’
events and at outside gigs. They are beloved by the

The Singers sang at the recent wedding of Friends member Chris White

The Mystery Deepens
Well, the mystery of the Gryphon in the gardens deepens! Two reliable sources have
come forth with what they believe to be the origins of the Gryphon.
Nigel Godfrey, Past President of the Friends offers: “Beside the Sunken Rose Garden
steps is an historic stone Gryphon that survived bombing in the London Blitz. Reputedly, it was donated to Government House by the International Order of the Daughters
of the British Empire after WW2. I believe it originated from a building in London that
was destroyed during the Blitz. It was originally located in a more weather exposed location on the GH property; to better preserve it, we persuaded the House (Herb Leroy)
to relocate it to a less exposed location on the grounds where it is now.
Brian Rowbottom, the Director of Operations at the House during the term of David
Lam and the first half of Garde Gardom’s term, offers the following: “I am certain that,
when I was at the House, there were two Gryphons, with the second one missing its
head. I am not sure if Bryce Fleck, who was Head Gardener at the time, at some point
moved it to the Stables area for storage. The Gryphons were, I believe, presented to
Government House by the then Lord Mayor of London (England) during a visit to Victoria at some point during the 1930s. At this time, I don’t remember any details beyond
that.
The House Archives Group has been put on the trail and with the Lord Mayor and
1930s leads, perhaps they will be able to locate the origins of the Mysterious Gryphon
of Government House.

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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Notices and Dates
Tea Room Opening, Saturday May 10
Hours are: Tuesday to Saturday, 10am - 4pm
(last order placed at 3:30). The Tea Room will
also be open on special days and extended
hours when activities (such as concerts) are
happening in the garden. For more information, contact the Tea Room manager Nelles
Shackleton at 250-858 4417.

To join the Friends of Government
House Garden Society, please contact
Nairn Hollot at 250-592-2005

Plant Sale

TEA ROOM

OPENS

Saturday
May 10

City of Victoria Workshops.
To register, call 250.361.0723

An Edible Landscape that Works Saturday, May 3rd
9am – Noon
The benefits of growing your own food are limitless. Jeff
de Jong shows how the garden can be both functional and
fabulous. He will share design techniques, plant selection
and garden layout styles. $25
Learn to Make a Victoria Hanging Basket Saturday, May
10th 10am – Noon
Using a commercial grade hanging basket this course will
provide the opportunity to learn to plant your own ‘sun’
basket with all the same materials as the baskets downtown. All materials provided, including expert instruction. Please note that the weight of the reusable container
is approx. 60 lbs. planted. Hardware can be returned
after the summer season for a credit towards the following
year’s basket course. $90
I SPY with my Gardening Eye Tour Saturday, May 24th
10am – Noon
Join Jeff de Jong for a tour around Playfair Park and neighbouring gardens highlighting garden design, plants and
what you can be doing for your green thumb addiction.
Meet in the parking lot of Playfair Park (off Rock Street).
$15
Sedums and Succulents, Saturday, June 7th 9am – Noon
Sedums and succulents make ideal plants for containers, rock gardens and just about any place where the sun
shines bright and the soil is poor. In this workshop taught
by Jeff de Jong, you will discover practical and fun ways to
create a garden. $25

Swan Lake Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary
will be holding our Annual Native Plant Sale
on Saturday, May 17 and Sunday, May 18 from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in front of our Nature House.
Over 4,000 plants and hundreds of species.
Pre-orders over $300 available - call 250 479
0211.Please bring boxes or flats for your plants.
Parking is limited. Please Carpool if possible.
Please visit www.swanlake.bc.ca. for more
information.

Lecture Series Tuesday May 13

1:30 pm. Maclure Room, Government House
Chef Christophe Letard and Ms. Gwen Gold
of Government House Staff
…” A Day…A Week…..A Year in the Life”…
Chef Christophe and Gwen Gold will speak about
their jobs and experiences at Government House. How
Chef shops, chops and cooks. How Gwen organizes
and orchestrates “making the impossible seem likely”.
This lecture promises to be interesting and fun. Chef
and Gwen will share insights into some of their work.
There may be answers to questions which sometimes go
unasked yet beg for an answer! Enquiring minds would
love to know!!!

City of Victoria Workshops.
To register, call 250.361.0723
Bamboo Workshop, Saturday June 21st,
9:30 am – 12:30 pm
Spend the morning at Victoria Bamboo learning about
the various types of Bamboo available for sale, the
different growing environments, bamboo maintenance
and propagation methods. $25
Nature Walks, Wednesdays 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Walks will be guided at the pace of the group.
(Includes transportation from Crystal Pool & Fitness
Centre.) $15 each
Colquitz Creek – May 21st; Mt. Doug – June 18th

Costume Museum Opens May Day Weekend
A beautiful new museum featuring heritage furnishings from Government House plus an
expanded collection of historical gowns from Government House history and other places in
British Columbia. Located in the former Carriage House. Free Admission, Free Parking.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca

Govenment House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

