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Spring, A New Beginning

HRH Prince William and  
HH Catherine, Duchess of 
Cambridge proudly present 
their new born daughter HRH 
Princess Charlotte Elizabeth 
Diana of Cambridge on the 
day of the Princess’ birth, 
May 2, 2014.
Princess Charlotte is fourth 
in line to the throne after 
her grandfather Charles, her 
father William and big brother 
George.

Born on April 21, 1926, Elizabeth 
Alexandra Mary was given the 
names of her mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother, all of 
whom were Queen consorts.  
This little baby grew up to be 
Queen in her own right -  
HRH Queen Elizabeth II

In 1926, the Royal Family 
welcomed a new princess - 
one who would grow up to 
become Queen Elizabeth II. 
In a few months Her Majesty 
will become the longest 
reigning monazch in British 
history.

In May, another royal princess was born and so the 
cycle of birth and new beginnings continues.

Here in the gardens of Government House, new 
beginnings are bursting out all over and the gardens 
are looking spectacular as they welcome each glorious 
spring day. Volunteers have been busy far earlier than 
usual thanks to the spectacular spring weather we have 
been enjoying.

Down in the Mews, they have their own new begin-
nings with new displays and new additions to both 
buildings and personnel. So take some time to come 
and explore the grounds of Government House, and 
see for yourself all the new beginnings we have to offer.
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Lavender Border Mob:  
Nursery: 
Pearkes’ Peak: 
Peter’s Rock: 
Pool Garden:  
Rock and Alpine Garden:  
Rockland 1:  
Rockland 2:  
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Sunken Rose Garden:  
Terraces: 
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Victorian Rose Garden: 
Woodlands: 
Winter Garden:
Tool Shed Manager: 

Phyllis Muir   2nd: Pat Mayhill 
Jan Drent   2nd: Bonnie Myers
Ruth Minshall (Tuesdays) Maxine Brook (Thursdays)  
Audrey Smith  
Marion Elliott   
Val Smith  
Carol Dancer  
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Nairn Hollott  
Alison Leamy  
Mary Cake   2nd: Sue Hara, Brian Dallamore 
Vaughn Edwards   
Kathleen Martin (Tuesdays)   
Carol Dancer
David Langley
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Garden Supervisors
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Costume Museum:
Gov’t House Archives:                                      
FoGH Singers (Choir):                    
Gift Shop:                      
Tea Room:                     

Susan Erling-Tyrell
Caroline Duncan
Pat Mayhew, Mary Anne Skill
Jerymy Brownridge
Jerymy Brownridge

Archives Groups - FoGHGS:                          
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Coffee/Tea Mornings:      
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Garden Tours:               
Greeting Cards:                   
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Mews Docents:                              
Photography Group:            
Plant Registry:                  
Telephone triage:                 
Telephone Committee: 
Volunteer Coordinator:  

Sue Baptie  
Mary Anne Skill 
Liz Wallis
Sharon Vermaning
Catherine Spencer
Arthur Timms
Connie Rese
George Metcalfe
Geoff Thornburn
Kate Cino
Crenagh Elliott
Catherine Spencer
Eileen Edgar  2nd: Frances Bardon
Nairn Hollott

Director of Non-Gardens Support: Angela Newton

Director of Operations: Jerymy Brownridge

Bulletin Editorial Team
Editor:  Mary Anne Skill, Technical Support: Peter Freedman, Graphic Design: 

Mary Anne Skill, Proofreading: Carmel Linka, Jim Ferguson, Leah Freedman, Peter 
Freedman & Denise Stocco. Contributors to this Issue: Sharon Vermanning Valerie 
Murray, Nairn Hollott, Kate Cino, Janet Renouf and Kathleen Martin.    
All photos unless noted are courtesy of The Photography Group

Contributions, comments, photos welcomed and may be left in the ‘Publications 
Folder’ on the hall desk in the Cottage, or emailed to: CaryBulletin@yahoo.ca

President: Brian Rogers
Vice-President: Peter Freedman
Past President: Catherine Spencer 
Secretary: Geoff Thornburn
Treasurer: Yvonne Dawe 
Membership Coordinator &  
Website:  Peter Freedman
Gardens Support:  
Directors-at-Large: John Barton, 
Cathie Lylock, Angela Newton,  
Mary Anne Skill
Director of Operations for
Government House :  
     Jerymy Brownridge 
Volunteers Co-ordinator: 
    Nairn Hollott 
Horticultural Advisor: 
    Valerie Murray 

To contact any member of the
Board of Directors, please email
board@fghgs.ca

To join the Friends of Government House Garden Society, 
please contact Nairn Hollot at 250-744-4019.

Gardening Volunteer Coordinator: Nairn Hollott 

From the Library Shelf
by George Metcalfe
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Gardens for All Seasons by Jack 
Kramer with photography by Max 
Eckert. (Donated by the family of 
David and Dorothy Lam.)

Many gardeners want a year-
round garden, lovely from spring’s 
earliest flowers through winter’s 
more muted tones. This book 
travels around eight states across 
the USA on a tour of exceptional 
gardens, both rural and urban.     
   The gardens are as different 
as their localities. Two are vast 
estate gardens made up of smaller 
gardens, woodlands, and lakes.
One is a small backyard garden; 
another a green retreat perched on 
a rooftop.  
   The magnificent photographs of 
each garden in all seasons of the 
year, taken from the same vantage 
point, are augmented with detail 
shots that highlight special parts of  
the gardens. 

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
mailto:CaryBulletin@yahoo.ca
mailto:board@fghgs.ca


Message from Government  House

Director of Operations

Dear Friends,

 

Looks as though summer is here.  The weather continues to be favourable, and the gardens are most 
definitely ahead of where they may have been in other years. Not only are the blooms early, but the 
volunteers are out in full force, and the grounds look absolutely fantastic.  

We see there are a lot of new faces as well, so we also wish to warmly welcome you along with 
some of the more familiar faces.

We are very pleased to have finalised our newest landscaping contract, and are equally pleased that 
the award went to Horizon. Many of you may remember Colin McCrae from when he and Horizon 
were on site some years ago.  He is a true horticulturalist, he knows the property well, has contempor-
ary equipment and great staff, and he has a wonderfully amenable character.  Welcome back Colin!

The new season at the Mews is almost upon us. We have some exciting changes in the stable, and it 
is thanks to the wonderful vision and dedication of Susan and her team.  

I want to thank Angela Newton, Marilynne Convey, Sheila Connelly and Alex Muir for helping to get 
the tearoom back into shape as well. The new menu Chef Aleks has developed looks fabulous, and 
will be as big a draw as the displays and general lovely atmosphere.

The improvements at the Mews are sure to bring in record crowds. Please do stop in once we are 
open on May 15, and open for the season from Tuesday through Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm.  

I can never thank everyone, and we can never express our thanks enough to all of the volunteers – 
irrespective of your contributions, all are immensely appreciated.

 

See you around the gardens, around the Mews, and around the House.

 

With kindest regards for the season!



A Message from your President
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Letter from Former Lieutenant Governor Iona Campagnolo

Brian Rogers

It was lovely to receive your most welcome letter and 
to know that you have documented the reclamation of 
the terraces. It is a record of proud achievement by a 
good number of the Friends of Government House – 
specially the Terracites Division.

So much hard work was done there. I think of the 
many rocks that were moved from place to place, 
sometimes brought uphill at great cost to the muscles of 
some of our outstanding Friends. The history and record 
that you have written will help next generations to do 
their duty to the site as well. I remember all our special 
events, the gatherings as in the farewell to our George 
whose spirit pervades the place I am certain.

Time is a peculiar concept with things unnecessarily 
forgotten or other things remembered or enlarged on 
in the retelling. I have remarkable and delightful mem-
ories recalled on our time together in “BC’s Ceremonial 
Home”.

I think of you often and hope you are well. I know, 
like me, you have the warmest of memories of our time 
shared. I thought of you when the snowdrop walk must 
have been in flower and how proud you must be 
because there should be so many more blossoms now.

Affectionately,   Iona

We are off to a great start for the 2015 season. Although some hardy souls worked through 
the winter, the official start was March 3rd. Her Honour visited all gardens on THURSDAY 
this year with spiced hot chocolate and hot croissants to warm their cold fingers.Thank you 
Your Honour. It was especially appreciated by the Thursday group as they thought they had 
been left out for the last few years.

The House has a new contractor to look after the grounds. Colin McRae owner of Horizon 
Landscaping has regained the contract after a hiatus of ten years. Colin is very familiar with  
gardens and was involved in the creation of the Friends. Colin’s expansive horticultural 
knowledge will be welcome as we move forward. The lawns are already looking better  
as professional equipment is used to manicure them.

A small group gathered at the Cottage to say farewell to John Mier and Duart DeSilva the previous contractors. 
They were made honorary Friends. John will be missed for his somewhat salty language and his reluctance for 
change. If you read this John, please come by and visit us sometime. We don’t mind if you stop for a smoke!

Welcome back everybody. I am looking forward to another great gardening season. Bring your friends and out-of-
town visitors to the gardens and enjoy the Tea Room which will be opening on the May long weekend.

Former LG Iona Campagnolo sent a letter of appreciation to Alison 
Leamy and her crew of ‘Terracites’ who keep the Terrace Gardens 
looking so lovely.

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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A Transformative Donation by Val Murray

by Nairn Hollott by Nairn HollottSupervisors Needed 
Maxine Brook who has guided the English Country 

Garden on Thursdays and Ruth Minshall on Tuesdays are 
retiring. Other members of the garden do not want to be 
supervisor so we are looking to find someone to take on 
the role for both days or two people to do it jointly - one 
for Tuesday and one for Thursday. 

You do not have to be an expert gardener to be a super-
visor as horticultural decisions for the garden are made 
in consultation with Valerie, and Ruth has documented 
the monthly maintenance jobs. A supervisor organises the 
maintenance jobs, consults with Valerie about changes to 
plants in the garden, keeps the volunteer hours, attends 
supervisor’s meetings and notifies the director of garden 
activities of irrigation needs and breakages.

 We hope to find someone before the end of the year so 
that the new Supervisor can have the support of working 
alongside Ruth before she leaves.

 The Country Garden is a lovely garden located at the 
entrance to Government House and has a great group of 
volunteers who know the garden well.

 If you are interested in this position, please contact Nairn 
at 250-744-4019 or see Ruth in the garden on Tuesdays.

In late January we were contacted by Paul Murphy, a 
former volunteer who had worked on the Rock and Alpine 
slope. He was inquiring about the possibility of a tree 
donation on behalf of friends of his who had tragically lost 
their daughter at birth just before Christmas. Was there 
a place for a memorial tree, a crabapple, at Government 
House that his friends could visit on their regular walks 
through the grounds at Government House?

With the approval of the Garden Management Board 
which I received in February, we worked towards a dead-
line of March 21st when relatives would be visiting from 
Saskatchewan for a small dedication ceremony.

We wanted to be able to honour this request and also to 
incorporate the tree into our landscape in an organic way 
that made sense to the overall design of the garden.   

Instead of searching for a gap to fill we looked critically 
at areas around the grounds that needed improvement 
and decided that a triangular shaped bed beside the duck 
pond was the best spot. This is a high profile area that 
is especially attractive to visitors with young children 
because of the presence of the water and the ducks – it 
seemed the right place to remember a child.  

The old planting consisted of self seeded Cotoneaster, 
a Weigela that had been rarely pruned for many years 
and was a tangle of branches and suckers and an under-
planting of Hypericum which had pushed beyond its 
boundaries. The gift of the tree offered an opportunity to 
make a major improvement in the garden.

The proposed bed borders on Pearke’s Peak and the 
Pearke’s volunteers took up the challenge to clear the area 
for planting. Though not a large area it was a big undertak-
ing with stumps, rocks and yards and yards of stubborn 
hypericum to remove.

Peter Freedman documented the progress of the renova-
tion and by mid March a brand new bed was planted up.    

Paul has lots of gardener friends who also wanted to 
contribute so besides the crabapple he also planted ferns, 
double white hellebores, narcissus, sedum and a small 
rhododendron. Having volunteered here in the past Paul 
even knew that the tree had to be protected from the deer 
and put up appropriate deer fencing.

The centerpiece of the transformed bed is Malus ‘Royal 
Raindrops’, a fitting name for a tree for Government 
House. This is a new small crabapple cultivar bred to be 
disease resistant and to provide interest in every season.  
The showy pink flowers make their appearance in April 
and look especially good against the emerging dark foliage 
of the small tree. The flowers are followed by small cherry 
sized fruit that mature in late summer and persist into the 
winter when they are enjoyed by the birds. In the fall the 
tree is a blaze of orange and yellows.

You will find no plaques to remember this beloved child 
but a beautiful tree in a beautiful setting that will give 
pleasure to us all throughout the year.

Bees at Government House
Some of you have noticed that there has been a change 

in our bee yard. The original hives died over the winter and 
we now have a new hive and a new beekeeper, Carolyn 
Hissen. Carolyn has been a beekeeper for a number of 
years and instructs the new beekeepers at the monthly 
Capital Region Beekeepers meetings. Living very close to 
Government House means Carolyn will be able to keep a 
close watch on the bees.

 A couple of the Friends have indicated a they would like 
to know more about bees, so later in the year Carolyn and 
Nairn will give a talk on beekeeping.

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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Volunteer Spotlight
There are so many wonderful people who volunteer to work in and around the gardens of Government House.  

This spotlight introduces one of our special volunteers.

Introducing Sharon Vermaning
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Sharon Vermaning is a familiar face to many people in 
the Friends, not only because she’s busy working in Pearkes 
Peak (where she heads up the volunteers), or because she 
is the lady who keeps the cottage clean (which she is), or 
because she shows up to volunteer wherever and whenever 
needed (which she does), but mostly because her sunny 
disposition and cheerful welcoming smile immediately puts 
you at ease and brightens your mood.

Sharon is a worker bee in the great hive that is the Friends 
Volunteers. She never hesitates to pitch in where needed or 
lend a helping hand. And her friendly happiness is always a 
welcome addition to whatever is happening.

Sharon is a Victoria girl who grew up just down the hill 
from Government House at Moss and Richardson Street. 
Before the arrival of deer in the Fairfield area, her mum 
was an avid gardener and Sharon believes she inherited the 
‘green thumb disease’ from her.

Sharon worked as a teller for the Royal Bank, until her 
retirement in 2009, and she met many people who turned 
out to belong to the Friends.

In 2010, at a Friends Seedy Saturday display, Audrey 
Smith recognized Sharon from her banking days and gave 
her the application to join Friends.

The rest is history as the saying goes.

After doing the garden rotation with new found friend 
Judy Hambleton, the two decided to work in the Pearkes 
Peak area and immediately got to work clearing the rocks 
of cotoneaster and juniper, with the help of Brian Rogers, 
the then supervisor of the Peak’s volunteers.

Horticultural Advisor Valerie Murray showed Sharon how 
to replace unloved, unwanted or undesirable, plants with 
a new view to the beauty of the rocks of Pearkes Peak, 
adding perennials and shrubs native to the area. These 
plants included Iris, azaleas, sunflowers, cyclamen and 
snowdrops.

Impressed with Sharon’s work ethic and enthusiasm, 
Brian suggested her name for the Board of Directors of the 
Friends. Serving as a Member at Large, Sharon helped  
organize the friends Christmas luncheon for two years. 
Sharon also introduced Peter Freedman as a member to 
update the growing membership data.

When Brian rose to the rank of President of the Friends, 
Sharon claims she was ‘voluntold’ to take on Brian’s super-
visor position of the Pearkes group. With Valerie shaping 
the overall look of the area, the hardy souls of the garden 
continue to grow in new directions, and keep the grounds 
fresh and clean.

Sharon’s second job with the Friends is keeper of the 
Friends Cottage. With the help of the Coffee Morning 
Ladies, the floors are clean and windows washed, and  
the Cottage is kept tidy so all can enjoy the comfort the 
Cottage brings to the many Friends of Government House.

After her ‘tour of duty’ Tuesday mornings and in a clean 
change of clothes, Sharon heads off to her other volunteer 
job at The Bibles for Missions Thrift Store, where, as she 
states, she ‘carries on playing’.

Sitting pretty amongst the Iris, Sharon Vermaning takes a break 
from the labours of keeping Pearkes Peak looking gorgeous.

Brian Rogers, Patti Shaughnessy, Sharon Vermaning and JC 
Jacques are all smiles as the get ready to tackle the dreaded 
Hypericum at the edge of the duck pond. You can see the results 
on the next page.

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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Feature Garden

Pearkes Peak
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A Wonderful Birthday Gift
Friends volunteer Deborah Dahl received an exceptional birthday gift from her brother. 

He named a new clematis after her for her 60th birthday. Fred Wein owns Clearview 
Horticultural Products, the largest clematis grower in North America. It was only last year 
that ‘Deborah Dahl’ hit the market place as it takes five years from developing to being 
able to supply enough for selling.

The Clematis Vancouver™ series is bred at Clearview. These are hybridized with the 
goals of developing varieties with exceptional garden performance, outstanding disease 
resistance and unique, appealing colors. Some varieties are bred with the smaller garden 
or container application in mind whereas others are suited to arbors and large trellises. 
These cultivars are proving very popular among garden enthusiasts.

Deborah Dahl’s intense red stamens contrast with deep lavender sepals making her nine 
inch blooms absolutely gorgeous. This group B1 variety requires little pruning and will  
adorn your garden with flowers in late spring/early summer then again in fall. It can be 
enjoyed in a large container, climbing an arbor, or scrambling through a small tree or 
large shrub. If you would like to see this lovely clematis, look for it scrambling up the trellis 
of the Victorian Rose garden - Fred has kindly donated a plant to Government House.

For those not familiar with Pearkes Peak, it is the garden situated  
directly in front of the House, and includes the flag pole and totem 
pole. The garden has grown to include the duck pond to the north 
and the pond and waterfall at the entrance drive.

The garden was named after General George Pearkes, V.C. who 
was Lieutenant Governor from 1960 - 1968, and who loved work-
ing in this area in his spare time.

Like the rest of the gardens, this area fell into neglect to the 
extent that the ivy and blackberries grew to such as height that the 
waterfall was barely visible.

In 2008, a team lead by Brian Rogers and J.C. Jacques started the 
restoration by first removing the Hypericum by the driveway bed, 
then attacking the ivy that covered the rock to a depth of two feet!

In the meantime, a crew lead by David and Crenagh Elliott, 
Sharon Vermaning and Judy Hambleton approached from the 
east, clearing the ground of broom and ivy as they advanced.

Today, the two groups have joined as one under 
the leadership of Sharon. Under the watchful eye of 
Horticultural Advisor Valerie Murray, The area has been 
replanted with mostly deer-proof native plants and 
trophies from Valerie’s personal garden.

This winter, the area around the duck pond was 
tackled and again Hypericum and Cotoneaster were 
the tough plants to remove. The new garden featuring a 
crabapple tree is a welcome improvement to the area.

If any member of the Friends would like a tour of this 
garden, drop by the Bruce pavilion at 10:30 am any 
Tuesday for a cup of tea and a liquorice twist.

by Brian Rogers and Sharon Vermaning

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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A Presidential Treasure Trove
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The glorious haven of 
 Jennifer and Brian Rogers 
is called the Apple Tree 
Garden. Their oasis was 
featured in the March 
2015 Early Spring Issue of 
Canadian Gardening, in an 
article titled Treasure Trove: 
A pair of plantaholics fill 
a Victoria property with 
prized collections.  
“We are drawn to unusual 
plants and go on treasure 
hunts to find them,” Jen-
nifer explains.

Jennifer is a member 
of  the Cyclamen and Lily 
Societies and assists the 

Hardy Plant Group of the Victoria Horticultural Society. Plant 
sales in Portland and specialty gardens in Washington are annual 
pilgrimages. Many of these unique and propagated plants are 
sold to raise money for local societies. “A few do end up in our 
garden,” she adds.

While Jennifer attends to her many projects, Brian stays busy at 
Government House gardens. He works year-round each Tuesday 
and Thursday at Pearkes Peek but rarely gets time to dig and 
weed. 

As president of the Friends of Government House Gardens 
Society, he oversees several aspects of grounds maintenance. “I 
really enjoy the people and seeing the progress made over the 
past 15 years,” says Brian.

After Brian retired in 1997, the couple moved from Vancouver 
to the Apple Tree Garden. They brought with them many special 
plants: snowdrops, cyclamens, hellebores grown from seed and 
rhododendrons. 

 The 1900 property boasts several still-productive 
apple trees. “We get the apples juiced and bottled,”  
says Brain, handing me a delicious homegrown sample. 

In 1998, Brian joined the Government House Foun-
dation and served as President from 2003 to 2005. He 
now represents the Friends on the Foundation board.  
The Foundation furthers all aspects of Government 
House through programs and fundraising. The restoration 
of the Cary Castle Mews, including the costume museum 
and tea room, is an ongoing Foundation project - largely 
run by Friends’ volunteers. 

Brian is comfortable chatting with visiting dignitaries 
and royals, as well as dealing with the practical details 
of garden management, such as feeding the chickens. 
“This new batch I picked up are born to lay eggs,” 
he says, “I’ve already collected several for the House 
kitchen!” 

The Rogers’ garden was featured in the Royal Conserv-
atory of Music  2014 Garden Tour. Thank you Jennifer 
and Brian for sharing your remarkable property with the 
community and Friends.

by Kate Cino

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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Habitat Acquisition Trust

Earth Day Celebrations
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by Janet Renouf and Kathleen Martin

The sound of 300 children laughing and enjoying the sun-
shine filled the Government House gardens on Wednesday, 
April 22 as students from Sir James Douglas, Caladonia and 
Sidney Elementary School celebrated Earth Day.

Organized by the Growing Young Farmers group, and 
helped out by volunteers from the Friends, the kids enjoyed 
a tour of the gardens before meeting at the bandshell to 
be greeted by Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor. Local 
musician Paul Ham composed the Growing Young Farmers 
song ‘Plant a Seed’ and it was performed by the kids from 
Sidney Elementary.

As the kids left, they each received a cup with a sun-
flower seed to grow their own garden.

A great time was had by all and Her Honour especially 
appreciated the opportunity to talk to the kids about her 
Stewards of the Future program and how important it is to 
take care of and nurture the environment.

On Sunday, May 3rd,the Woodlands were part of the 
Habitat Acquisition Trust (HAT) tour of native plant gardens 
featuring both private and public gardens. 

Kathleen Martin and Janet Renouf set up information 
tables at the entrance to the Woodlands Trail. They talked, 
with 133 people (and uncounted dogs) from 10am to 
4 pm.  Some came because of the HAT website and/or 
advertising, others because they live in the area and come 
regularly to walk dogs or just themselves, and a few tour-
ists came to visit Government House.  

Some visitors who used the Woodlands Trail self-guided 
tour brochure returned it to be reused. All expressed 
appreciation for what is being done in the Woodlands. 
One of the local B&B owners said what a good move the 
House made when it opened the Woodlands Trail and 
took some Trail brochures for his guests. He also took 
some of the other Native Plant booklets and brochures, as 
did our Commissionaires for the Security Office.  

As well as Woodlands Trail brochures, literature about HAT 
and some local wildlife was welcomed by many visitors. 
Our resident deer were quite a hit as well (with non-gar-
deners we assume!), as were the wildlife colouring books. 
These were popular not only with children but also adults.  

One woman who thought her entire backyard was a blan-
ket of camas, unfortunately discovered she was mistaking 
Spanish bluebells for camas. Another couple thought that 
the blooming laburnum tree was broom. We are pleased to 
say that it took some time to locate a broom bush to show 
them the difference. The information flowed in both direc-
tions when a visitor from the Native Plant Study Group 
brought us a garlic mustard weed, a highly invasive plant 
growing in the Woodlands. Woodlanders will now be on 
the lookout for this unwelcome invader.

The tour was a great success at raising awareness of this 
sensitive Garry Oak ecosystem as well as bringing visitors 
to this special property.

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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News from the Mews
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The Mews is Expanding
The 2015 Visitor season is off and 

running with a newly revitalized 
Mews offering more for visitors to 
see and experience. Thanks to all our 
amazing volunteers who have put in 
countless hours of work to make this 
aspect of Government House a truly 
lovely experience for tourists and 
residents alike.

The Mews is open Tuesdays through  
Saturdays, from 10am to 4pm.

Costume Museum
After months of work, the costume 

museum is now open for the season 
and already receiving rave reviews 
from visitors. 

All displays have been completely 
changed as the museum received a 
large number of new donations over 
the winter. Special thanks to Her 
Honour, former Lieutenant Governor 
Iona Campagnolo for several new 
donations making their appearance 
this year.

As well as the two galleries in the 
main museum, this year the museum 
crew undertook the renovation and 
setup of the stables.

The Stables
New this year, the Stables have 

undergone a make-over and now 
showcase an exhibit of life in the 1930’s. 

Visitors can experience a 1930’s 
drawing room, dining room and a 
ladies boudoir, featuring furnishings 
from the House including a portrait of 
King William IV, and Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother. 

The scenes are complete with 
mannequins dressed in clothing and 
accessories of the period donated by 
volunteers.

In the main hall of the stables, the 
Medals and Honours information is 
enhanced with a display of military 
uniforms, including a 1940’s Royal 
Canadian Medical Corps nurse’s dress 
uniform. 

Wayfinding System for Mews

The Honours and Awards display is 
now enhanced with two new automated 
tools to help visitors to understand and 
explore Canada’s honours and awards. 

The first is a custom iPad app that 
shows users six categories of Canadian 
civilian honours: Order of Canada, Or-
der of BC, Meritorious Service Awards, 
Governor General’s Caring Canadian 
Awards, BC Community Achievement 
Awards and BC Police Honours. 

Visitors will be able to read about the 
meaning of each award and view details 
of the most recent recipients. Users will 
be able to search for a specific recipient 
by name or all the recipients from a 
specific community.

The second system will be a PC touch 
screen application that lets users explore 
the full set of honours, awards and 
medals awarded to members of the 
Canadian Armed Forces. Accessing the 
National Defence website visitors will 
be able to see every ribbon, insignia 
and medal awarded and read the de-
scription for each.

Both of these new systems will be 
enclosed in cabinets to blend in with 
the decor of the Mews and ensure the 
security of the computers. 

Gwyneth Evans is just one of the many 
volunteers ready to welcome visitors to the 
redesigned Costume Museum.

Mews Greeters 

Starting in June, there will be a new 
group of volunteers working out of the 
Mews.

The Cary Mews Greeters will meet 
and introduce visitors to the historical 
and current functions of the Mews. 
The objective is to allow our visitors 
to feel welcomed and to be oriented 
to the buildings and their activities, as 
well as Government House generally, 
when they arrive.

The Greeters will be on site during 
operating hours of the Museum and 
Tea Room

The Greeters will be fully trained 
on background information about the 
Mews, the various buildings, their past 
and present use, as well as informa-
tion on the roles of Government 
House and the Lieutenant Governor.

This is a great volunteer opportunity 
if you are interested in the history of 
the Mews and Government House, 
enjoy meeting people, and would 
like to be involved or just learn more 
about our beautiful location.

A training session will be held on 
Wednesday, May 27 at 2:00 p.m. at 
the Friends’ Cottage (access through 
the field by the stage/band shell). 

Volunteer Jo Wigmore stands in the newly 
created drawing room, a new display in 
the former stables.

www.fghgs.ca
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Senior House docent Irene 
Cockayne will be present to assist 
the training as well as someone 
from the Mews. This will be fol-
lowed by a walk down to the Mews 
for a guided tour.

Anyone interested in joining this 
new group are asked to contact 
Geoffrey Thornburn by email at 
thornburng@gmail.com.  

Chickens 
   Our much loved (by visitors and 
volunteers alike) chickens are now 
on site. The chickens are brown 
and were 17 weeks old when they 
arrived. 

 Unlike the previous two years, 
where we hosted heritage breed 
chickens, this year’s group are work-
ing chickens and good layers. The 
first egg appeared on Good Friday 
and between the six of them, they 
are laying four or five eggs a day.

The original thought was that the 

The Tea Room
The Tea Room has undergone the 

most noticeable change of all the 
Mews buildings this year, with the 
new addition and deck being added 
on the back. In the kitchen, a new 
dishwasher and hot water tank will 
greatly help the workload of the  
kitchen staff. 

All this new space will allow the 
Tea Room to better accommodate 
and serve customers. 

Huge thanks to Angel Benefactor 
Rudi Hoenson who made all these 
changes possible.

The menu has also undergone an up-
grade, while maintaining some favour-
ites from previous seasons.

The Tea Room is operating on a 
‘soft opening’ basis while the staff are 
undergoing training and upgrading 
their Food Safe certificates. This means 
that currently the Tea Room is only of-
fering beverages and desserts.

Until the Tea Room fully opens 
for business, customer favourite 
Kavan Hammond is handling any 
customers.

The Tea Room will be open on 
Tuesday June 2, with their full com-
pliment of volunteers and full menu.

Everyone is invited to pop down 
and check out the new venue while 
enjoying Chef Alec’s newest menu 
offerings. 

eggs would supply the House, but the 
happy chickens are producing more 
eggs then the House can use  
on average. Therefore, some days extra 
eggs will be available for purchase at 
the Tea Room.

Thanks to our President Brian Rogers 
for keeping a watch over the chickens 
and feeding them on the weekends.

New Signage for the Mews
The Mews are going to get some 

new signage this year courtesy of new 
volunteer Bryan Merryfield. 

Before retiring, Bryan worked in the 
sign industry and kindly offered 
to make some signs for the Mews 
and the Tea Room. They will be fairly 

simple and reflective of the setting. 
Thank you, Bryan, for this much 
needed addition to our Mews.

Gift Shop
The new gift shop is now open in 

the Butterworth Cottage. Overseen 
by artist Cory Judge, the gift shop 
features a selection of unique items 
from local artists and crafters.

Also available in the Tea Room is 
Government House merchandise.
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Congratulations to Our Faithful Volunteers

Mark Your Calendars

10 Year Volunteers

15 Year Volunteers

Dianne Adams, Rosemary Balfour, Barrie Baptie, 
Sue Baptie, Susan Bartol-Drinker, Sally Blaney, Barry 
Broad, Carol Clarke, Toni Dertlieva, Heather Edwards, 
Pauline Edwards, Noreen Greig, Ruth Hardy,  
J Lawrence Headley, Laurie Heggie, Sharon Irwin, 
Yvonne Jordan, Ruth Minshall, Brigitte McDougall, 
Jeanne S. Martin, Angela Newton, Henry Phillips, 
Karen Phillips, Siewkeen Quah, Marlene Reed,  
Michael Russell, Dagmar Schroeder, Bill Sheppit, 
Valerie Smith, Howard Smith, 

Marion Adams, Frances Bardon, Barbara Currie, 
Elaine Currie, Carol Dancer, Don Elliott, Nigel God-
frey, Sue Hara, Ann Griffiths, Diana Knufman, Mary 
Lawrence, June Love, Annette Morrice, Alex Muir, 
Margaret Nelson, Merle Newberg, Allan Robbins, 
Clara Robbins, Brian Rogers, Jennifer Rogers, Susan 
Rolph, Fran Spencer, Lynne Thompson, Nicky Tutt, 
Barbara Watt.

Rene Barr, Janice Drent, Eva Dunlop, Keith Fisher, 
Sandra Holloway, Janet Komars, Rae McDonald, 
Sheila Moulton, Phyllis Muir, Elsie Newlove, Josie 
Salton, Bernadette Shaw, Edna Steel, Doreen Tester, 
Molly Walton. 

A hearty ‘Congratulations’ to the following hard work-
ing volunteers who earned their 10, 15 or 20 year pins 
of recognition! Our gardens would not look as beautiful 
without your dedication and efforts. 

Anyone who has not picked up their pins may contact 
Peter Freedman to do so, at peter@beardandsandals.ca

20 Year Volunteers

First Saturday of the Month, June to September: 
Government House Open House. Tours at 10am 
and 11am 

July 9, 16, 23: Concerts on the Lawn: Concerts  
starts at 6pm in the Bandshell. Bands to be 
announced.

September (Date TBA): 150th Anniversary celebrations 
for Government House and to celebrate HRH Queen 
Elizabeth becoming the longest reigning monarch in  
British history.

Date TBA: Fall Harvest to celebrate the Children’s  
garden harvest.
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