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Long May She Reign
On Sept. 23, 1896, Queen Victoria became the longestreigning monarch in British history, overtaking her grandfather, King George III, who had been on the throne for 59
years, 96 days. “Today is the day on which I have reigned
longer by a day than any English sovereign,” Victoria wrote
in her journal.
On September 9th, at 5:30pm GMT, her great-great-granddaughter Queen Elizabeth II, becomes the longest reigning
ruler in British history, having reigned for over 23,226 days,
16 hours, 24 minutes and counting. That number eclipses
Queen Victoria by 1 minute and counting.
The Queen’s official title is: Her Majesty Elizabeth the
Second, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom,
Canada and her other Realms and Territories, Queen, Head
of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith.

Since 1952, The Queen has conferred over 404,500 honours and awards and has held over 610 Investitures.
In an average year, The Queen will host more than 50,000
people at banquets, lunches, dinners, receptions and Garden Parties at Buckingham Palace. The Queen also hosts
more than 8,000 people each year at garden parties and
investitures at Holyrood House, during Holyrood Week.
Elizabeth II is the 40th monarch since William the
Conqueror obtained the crown of England.
To find out more about Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and
other members of the Royal Family, check out the official
website of The British Monarchy at : www.royal.gov.uk

Over the course of the Queen’s reign, there have been
7 popes, 11 Canadian Prime Ministers, 12 US Presidents,
12 British Prime Ministers, 14 New Zealand Prime Ministers, 13 Australian Prime Ministers, 11 Canadian Governors
General and 6 Archbishops of Canterbury.
The Queen has undertaken 261 official overseas visits,
including 78 State Visits, to 116 different countries. She has
visited Australia 16 times, Canada 22 times, Jamaica 6 times
and New Zealand 10 times. Her first Commonwealth tour
as Queen, in 1953, included visits to Canada, Bermuda,
Jamaica, Panama, Fiji, Tonga, New Zealand, Australia, the
Cocos Islands, Ceylon, Aden, Uganda, Libya, Malta and
Gibraltar. The total distance covered was 43,618 miles.
There are 53 member countries of the Commonwealth.
Membership of the Commonwealth is entirely voluntary,
any member can withdraw at any time.
The Queen is currently patron of over 600 charities and
organizations, over 400 of which she has held since 1952.
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From the Library Shelf
by George Metcalfe

Natural Gardening by Jim
Knopf. This book provides an
informative guide to a habitat
for a diverse community of wild
creatures, as well as an environment friendly collection of native
vegetation. Whether designed
to attract the iridescent flash of
a hummingbird, the pest-eating
praying mantis, or seasonally
changing variety of fascinating
creatures. This colourfully illustrated information-packed guide
reveals how to set the scene by
planting the flowers, trees, and
shrubs that are magnets for wildlife. Select a style from brilliant
wildflowers, shady woodland,
backyard meadow. Natural
Gardening presents a mastery of
the simple skills and concepts
needed to bring colour, action,
drama to the garden.

Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

Message from Government House
Dear Friends,
Just a note to reflect on what is happening around Government House as the summer fades and the beautiful autumn days are upon us. It has been a very busy summer. Thanks to all the Friends, the gardens attracted
a record number of visitors and the Cary Mews thanks to the volunteers at the Costume Museum, in the tea
room as well as the smiling greeters. All four public concerts were packed and we also hosted a back to school
picnic for almost 2,000 First Nations children and families.
The gardens received more compliments than any of us can count and this in spite of water restrictions.
Her Honour has been around the gardens more than ever as she took her Lamb for walks and she enjoyed very
much the three recent potluck lunches hosted by various groups of gardeners. The new garden contract with
Colin and his team is receiving rave reviews and the recent work in the area of the East Lawn and pathways has
rejuvenated a long neglected part of the gardens.
Thank you to the Friends for welcoming Colin back with open arms. Over the past six months, we have
been turning our attention to the long-term funding of the gardens and thanks to The Honourable David Lam’s
daughter, Doreen Lau, and a matching donation from the Foundation another $50,000 was placed into the
Lam Endowment. The Friends have also donated $6,100 and we are working towards another $25,000 that
Doreen has offered to match. This endowment will stand in perpetuity and the interest goes directly to the
Friends and the gardens.
The Foundation continues to work hard to raise funds for and awareness of the House, the gardens and Her
Honour’s programs. They will host a 150th anniversary Gala Ball on November 7th. This wonderful fundraising
event is open to anyone and promises to be a great night of fun and dancing. Tickets can be purchased through
Abby Pollen at the House.
This year, under Brian’s very capable leadership some big projects are being initiated on the grounds. Dr
Robin Black is providing advice on the redesigned composting area, pathways are being re-done and irrigation
is being improved. This is made possible in part by a special fund we have created with 1/3 contributions from
the Friends, the House and the Foundation. Again, a great idea championed by Brian and Jerymy.
Her Honour continues to develop her Literacy project with Libraries #10, 11 and 12 to be opened this fall
in Nooaitch, Metlakatla and Lax Kw’alaams. Sing Me a Song continues this year in the lead up to Canada 150
and Stewards of the Future gives Her Honour a chance to ensure everyone knows that 2015 is the International
Year of Soil.
Finally, we will celebrate Her Majesty’s reign at a public garden party on September 12th – please drop by as
Her Honour wants to also thank the Friends in public that day. We will also plan events around Her Majesty’s
90th Birthday in the Spring. Information on all of this will be posted on the web at www.ltgov.bc.ca .
Thank you all again for another great season and we look forward to seeing you throughout the fall.

Jamie

James W. Hammond, OMM, CD
Private Secretary to the Lieutenant Governor
Executive Director of Government House

A Message from your President
To paraphrase the late Robin Williams in Good Morning Vietnam, he said “ How hot is it ? Hot,
hot, real hot.” I managed to avoid much of the late June heat by visiting some wonderful gardens
on the west coast of Scotland were it rained every day!
Dispites the heat, I have the very satisfied feeling that everything is running well. The gardens are
in their full summer glory. The Tea Room and Costume Museum are packed with visitors and the
chickens are laying despite sharing their quarters with a woolly friend.
I must give kudos to Colin and his team for maintaining the hanging baskets on the drive way. In
the past they look stressed and worn out by now. Not this year. They are watered on the weekend,
fertilized on a regular basis. Their freshness is a reflection of what we want our many visitors to
remember when they visit the grounds.
I think we should all be proud of what has been achieved so far this year even though nature has tried to push back with
the lack of moisture.
I think Geoff Thornburn’s idea of volunteer greeters at the Mews entrance has been a great hit making all who arrive feel
right at home.
Well done everybody, and continue to enjoy this wonderful summer. One last note. I promise I will never talk about the
seventy two pound Halibut I caught!
Brian Rogers

Her Honour’s New Crest
The Honourable Judith Guichon, 29th Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia, recently received her official
crest.
Her Honour’s longstanding connection to the land is
reflected in her Coat of Arms. The arched line evokes the
landscape near Nicola Lake, where the Guichon family
has ranched for generations.
The bluebunch wheatgrass is an important plant for
foraging by the livestock bred on the ranch. The four roots
represent her four children and the healthy roots that support the continuity of life.
The branded horse and steer represent the livestock and
the reaping of the benefits of sunshine. Below, the burrowing owl lives in harmony with the cattle and represents
Her Honour’s ongoing efforts to learn about and respect
biodiversity. The endangered dancing grouse on top symbolizes the joy found in biodiversity.
The motto “Relationships Respect Responsibility”
represents Her Honour’s underlying belief that healthy
relationships between people and the land that supports
and nurtures must underpin our actions in respectful and
responsible ways.

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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The Compost is Heating up

by Val Murray

Government House values sustainable horticultural
practice. For close to 20 years we have produced our own
organic compost. This year there are plans to improve the
quality of this valuable resource. The recent push to make
changes came from Dr. Robin Black, a volunteer in the
Cut Flower Garden, who has a background in bio-engineering. In conversation with fellow engineer Colin Smith,
a long time member of the Government House Foundation, a number of possibilities were discussed to improve
what we presently produce all in the interests of giving the
volunteers the best possible material to work with – a
weed free compost that is finer in texture than what we
currently have.

The split rail fence that delineated the lower work area
from the Woodlands has been moved back creating an
area of about 3000 sq. ft. with easy access to the fire road
for small machinery. An irrigation line has been brought
down to make sure that the windrows will have adequate
moisture for the decomposition process. Minor excavation
to create a flat working area and the application of a firm
roadbase to build the windrows on will ensure that no
problems of run off will harm the Woodlands.
In this first year the windrows will be made of the last
two years of compost. They will be designed to allow
optimum oxygen flow through the piles while maintaining
temperature and moisture in an ideal range. Achieving
a higher temperature will destroy the weed seeds and
noxious roots of undesirables. A new 5 ‘ thermometer is
being purchased to make sure that the proper ‘cooking’
temperature is achieved in the centre of the piles. The aim
is to produce a more nutrient rich, weed free compost that
will improve soil structure and make our beautiful gardens
more resistant to pests, diseases and drought.

With a new financial arrangement between the Friends,
the House and the Government House Foundation money
was dedicated this year to a number of initiatives on site,
compost being a priority.
These plans dovetailed with the arrival of our new
contractor, Colin McCrea, who has the experience and
machinery readily available to make the necessary changes happen.

Still to be decided is how to efficiently do the first grind
of the rough material we have been accumulating this
year. At present a tub grinder comes in every fall to do
this but other options are being investigated. It would
make more sense to do this first grind when the material
is fresh and ‘greener’ so that moisture would immediately
be available in the piles. The suggestion of temporary
large bins going out a few times a year for grinding and
then returned is being looked into as one option.

The first step in the process was to have a sample of
our present compost sent away for analysis. The results
of these tests were encouraging. Nitrogen levels were in
a good range and other deficiencies could be addressed
with regular wetting and aerating the pile.
Working with guidelines from Cornell University a design for two 80’ windrows to be created to the west of our
present compost was proposed and agreed on. The windrows will be 10’ wide at the base and 6’ high. They are to
be created in the same spot as the original compost pile at
Government House so no disturbance of any natural areas
will be necessary.

However this final piece of the plan is resolved we
are assured of better compost for our gardens next year.
Things are cooking at Government House.

History in the Making
There’s a new publication on the bookshelves of the Friends library. Under the
able editorship of supervisor Ruth Minshall,
the English Country Garden now has their
history and story in print.

Friends President Brian Rogers
also noted that this book should
encourage other gardens to set
their story to paper. It is his hope
that eventually, the Friends would
have a pictorial and historical
record of all the garden beds at
Government House.

With the cooperation of past supervisors
and many of the volunteers in the English
Country Gardens, Ruth managed to gather
not only the stories of how the Garden
came into being, but historical photos and
tales of the trials and tribulations of getting
a new garden up and running.

“With so many of our volunteers
getting on in years, it’s important
that we record their contributions
to the development and growth of
the gardens,” said Brian.

The finished book was presented to the
Friends Board of Directors and received
praise for its historical value as well as
excellence in telling the story of the many
volunteers who made the garden possible.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca

Anyone wishing to check out this
book can do so through the library
at the Friends Cottage.
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Volunteer Spotlight
There are so many wonderful people who volunteer to work in and around the gardens of Government House.
This spotlight introduces one of our special volunteers.

Introducing Keith Bateman
There’s a rather wonderful
shed taking shape in the
Vegetable Garden, and it’s
thanks to volunteer Keith
Bateman.
Keith is a member of the
Veggie Garden crew, who
lived and gardened on a
large piece of land. When
the time came to move, he
promised his greenhouse
and shed to the Veggie
Garden. Unfortunately, the shed was built for a sloping
piece of land, so could not be used. Keith decided to keep
his promise and build a new shed instead. “I’d rather do
this then go on a cruise,” he laughs.

When not gardening, Keith loves to build. He considers
the shed not just as a gift (he is supplying all the labour and
materials), but as a focus for a neat and safe worksite.

Keith was an aeronautical engineer who moved to Canada to work on the Avro Arrow program in Ontario. The CF105, or Avro Arrow as it was known, was a supersonic jet
interceptor developed by A.V. Roe of Canada. Faster and
more advanced than any other comparable aircraft, the Arrow was designed to carry air-to-air nuclear-tipped missiles
to destroy Soviet bomb attacks over the Canadian North.

The shed is Board and Batten finish with a cedar shingle
roof. The design influenced by a visit he took to Upper
Canada village and the buildings he saw there. The window
is from a 110 year old house.
The shed has a large area to store big tools and wheelbarrows and a smaller section for hand tools. Keith is also
adding a potting shed at the back and a work area. The
front will have a trellis which will have vines climbing over
the walls to help shed blend into the scenery.

But the costs of development kept mounting - the original
production estimate of $2 million per aircraft rose to $12
million. At the same time, demand for the interceptors fell
as the world entered the age of the long-range missiles.
Faced with the skyrocketing costs, and the inability to sell
the Arrow to Europe or the US, Prime Minister Diefenbaker
cancelled the project on February 20,1959, less then three
weeks before the MK2 Arrow was to take flight. An angry
A.V. Roe immediately fired all his employees, and the government ordered all plans and prototypes destroyed.

“It’s relaxing and I’m happy when I’m working on it,”
Keith grins. “And when it’s finished, it will be useful.”

Keith was working the day the program was cancelled
and remembers the announcement over the loud speaker
telling over 14,000 people they were now unemployed.
Although unemployed, Keith considers himself one of the
lucky ones, as he didn’t have a family to support and could
move on.

The shed should be
finished sometime
in September,
an event eagerly
awaited by the
crew in the Veggie
Garden.

Keith moved to Victoria in 1982 as the Director of the
Science and Technology program at Camosun College. By
1999 he was the VP of Education for the college.
Although involved in academia, Keith always considered
himself a frustrated farmer/gardener. He remembers living
in northern England as a child, in a rural area, and remembers that as some of the happiest years of his life.
By working in the gardens at Government House, Keith
gets to relive those happy times.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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Feature Garden
The Jewel in Our Crown

A plan of the Victorian
Rose Gardens shows
where their 30 different
varieties of roses are
planted. If you have a
favourite, this should
help you identify it by
name.

The volunteers in the Victorian Rose Garden are justifiably proud of their beautiful gardens and consider it to be
the Jewel in the Crown of the Government House gardens.
Many brides in Victoria would agree as the Rose Garden is
a very popular location for gorgeous wedding photos.
The gardens were started in 1991 by Dr. & Mrs. Lam who
initially designed and laid out the beds. Both the Lam’s and
BC Public Works donated money for the infrastructure and
development of the gardens.

Vaughn has been a volunteer with the gardens for 8
years, after working in the gardens for 13 years under Mr.
Butterworth. Although hard to chose, Vaughn’s favourite
rose is Celestial, a beautiful old rose with an amazing
fragrance.

The gardens are a 7/8th scale of the rose gardens at
Warwick Castle, which were started in 1868 and overlaid
on unused tennis courts. The Warwick Castle gardens were
rededicated by Princess Diana in 1986.

Maurice joined the rose garden while doing his orientation. He finds it very interesting work and is expanding and
enhancing his gardening experience. His favourite rose
is Blushing Lucy - also a favourite for brides to have their
photo taken under.

Volunteer Maurice Vanden-Bulck recently traveled to
Warwick Castle to see their rose gardens and came away a
bit disappointed. “Ours are much better, more diverse and
developed,” he states with pride.

The Gardens benefactor Rudi Hoenson donated the funds
to put in the ornamental fencing to keep the deer out and
the roses have been showing their appreciation ever since.

Garden supervisor Vaughn Edwards notes that the name
Victorian Rose Garden is a bit of a misnomer as the gardens
contain a greater variety of roses then in a typical Victorian
garden. There are currently 30 different varieties of roses,
from Brier roses to modern roses, offering blooms from
spring to fall.

Nine hardworking volunteers keep this special garden
looking beautiful for all to enjoy. They can take pride in the
fact that the copy has far surpassed the original.

Dr. & Mrs. Lam stand with guests in the newly created rose garden

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca

In full seasonal splendor, the Rose Gardens are a feast for the eyes.
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Christmas Luncheon

Veggie Tales

Who knew that we could already be thinking about,
or dealing with, Christmas! The Luncheon is Saturday,
December 5 th, 2015
Well it is true, the Friends Annual Christmas Luncheon
tickets will be on sale in the Friends’ Cottage during the
September and October coffee mornings:
1.
2.
3.
4.

It’s a hardworking
crew of volunteers
in the Veggie Garden
who are trying to
keep up with an
overabundance of
produce.

September 8th
September 10th
October 13th, and
October 15th.

The final opportunity to purchase a ticket, with no exceptions, will be at the Annual General Meeting, outside of the
Maclure Room, on Thursday November 5th, 2015.
The price per ticket is $30.00 again this year. Only
Members in good standing may attend. Payment will be
on a CASH ONLY basis. No cheques please. Correct cash
would be greatly appreciated.
There will be no purchases by proxy with the exception of spouses (who are Members) or immediate Supervisors who present with full payment. Ticket purchase is
non-refundable.

It’s been a bumper year for the Vegetable Gardens, and
many of the Friends volunteers have been happily reaping
the benefits of the lovely fresh veggies on offer.
Supervisor Mary Cake noted that with the exceptional
summer we have had, the garden was at least 3 week
ahead of schedule in its produce. The overabundance of
veggies saw the volunteers taking around a trolley of veggies for sale to the gardeners in other gardens.

Around the Gardens
* The Sunken Rose Garden fountain had been repaired
but ‘died’ and was repaired again. The filter was bleached
and reattached. The fountain needs to drained and cleaned
to clear up accumulated algae. The pipe is very crude and
the water very unclear. This is an ongoing project.

House chef Aleks uses as much as he can from the
gardens. This year, the Veggie Garden crew grew round
carrots, watermelon cucumbers and radishes, and sorrel
specifically for the House menus.

* In the Rhodo garden, the plants are being pruned,
shaped and dead material removed, and the rocks cleaned
off by volunteers. There is a noticable improvement in the
looks of the area and even the plants look happier.

Veggies are also on sale at the Tea Room, where visitors
to the gardens can often be seen leaving their luncheon
toting bags of beans, radishes, lettuces and other delights.
As well as selling the veggies, much of the produce finds
its way into the Tea Room’s offerings. The salads are
becoming known for introducing customers to unusual
and delicious additions.

* The Urban Wildlife Stewardship Society has made contact to discuss contraception for deer – they are looking at a
deer repellant called Super Pro and other means.
* There are a number of areas that will need attention in
the coming months, such as restoring the “primula bed” by
the Trades Entrance, the ignored bed by the Main Gate and
the area behind the band shell.
* The tarp issue continues to be an ongoing issue. The
Friends Board will purchase new tarps and will sort through
those in the tool shed.
* A number of volunteers have retired due to health
issues, while about 20 new volunteers have been placed
in specific gardens. Three gardens still need volunteers this
year, with the Cut Flowers Garden especially in need of
more help. With the addition of new gardens, more volunteers will be needed.
* Irrigation issues are being addressed and so far,
everyone seems to be happy with the changes and
improvements.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers

B.C. Medal of Good Citizenship

OTTAWA—His Excellency the Right Honourable
David Johnston, Governor General of Canada, is
pleased to announce that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has approved the creation of the Sovereign’s
Medal for Volunteers. This new medal will recognize
volunteers who have made a significant, sustained,
unpaid contribution to their community, in Canada
or abroad.

In 2015, the Government of British Columbia introduced
the Medal of Good Citizenship to recognize individuals
who have acted in a particularly generous, kind or selfless
manner for the common good without expectation of reward. The medal reflects their acts of selflessness, generosity, and service to community life.
Formal recognition of citizens is an important way to
reward excellence and is also a way for communities to
express gratitude for the work of volunteers and good
citizens. This medal specifically recognizes citizens whose
efforts have had a positive impact locally in their communities. The Medal of Good Citizenship will be awarded to
these unsung heroes throughout British Columbia, recognizing them as the exceptional role models that they are.
The inaugural Medal of Good Citizenship presentation
ceremony will be held in late 2015.
To nominate someone, go to www2.gov.bc.ca/
gov/content/governments/celebrating-british-columbia/honours-and-awards/medal-good-citizenship/
submitting-nomination

“Throughout the year and across Canada, I have the
pleasure of recognizing individuals who care about the
well-being of others and who share a desire to make our
communities kinder and healthier places in which to
live,” said the Governor General. “The Sovereign’s Medal
for Volunteers will celebrate the achievements of these
Canadians and emphasize our country’s commitment to
giving. This new medal will build on the legacy and spirit
of the Caring Canadian Award, created by my predecessor,
the late Right Honourable Roméo LeBlanc, in honouring
exceptional volunteers.”

Notice of AGM

As an official honour created by the Crown, the Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers will be part of the Canadian
Honours System. The program will incorporate and
replace the Governor General’s Caring Canadian Award
(CCA). It will carry the same values as the CCA, and the
medal itself will bear two intertwined hearts, symbolizing
generosity and the action of caring. The viceregal colours
of blue and gold present in the ribbon are taken from the
design of the CCA, while the deep red colour represents
the Sovereign.

The Nominating Committee of the Friends of Government House Gardens Society is seeking interested members to volunteer their time as a member of the Board of
Directors.
There are 2 positions to be filled. Kindly give this your
consideration. If you are interested we would be very
keen to hear from you. Any of the committee would be
happy to talk with you and answer any questions you
might have.

Over the next year, presentations of the CCA will be
ongoing and nominations will be received by the Chancellery of Honours. The inaugural Sovereign’s Medal for
Volunteers presentation ceremony will be held in 2016.
At that time, new recipients will begin to receive the medal and existing CCA recipients will subsequently receive
the medal to complement their award.

The FGHGS Nominating Committee:
Valerie Murray (vmurray0@gmail.com)
Angela Newton (newton_foster@shaw.ca)
Geoffrey Thornburn (thornburng@gmail.com
Cathie Lycock (clylock@telus.net)

To learn more about the new medal and how to nominate deserving volunteers, please visit caring.gg.ca.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca

The AGM will be held Thursday, November 5th at
10am in the Maclure Room at Government House.
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News from the Mews
Tea Room Update

The Flower Lady

Greeter Stats

The Tea Room has had a very busy
season and the new expansion is often
full. The location has fast become a
favourite for many locals and the Tea
Room has a large group of ‘regulars’
who stop by almost daily, including
walking groups and groups from the
many Seniors’ homes around Victoria.

The Greeting Team is hard at work
despite not having a large number of
greeters. Visitors overwhelming appreciate having a friendly greeter to
welcome them to the Mews, answer
questions and point the way.
The Team tries to keep records of
visitors to the Mews, counting heads
entering the Mews and try to track
where our visitors are from. Greeters
often engage visitors and bring them
to an understanding of the history of
the place and the important role of
the House and Her Honour’s role.

Tea Room manager Shannon Rands
is very pleased with how the season
has progressed. The revised menu is
proving popular with guests often noting how good their lunch was.
Working in conjunction with the
Veggie Garden, the Tea Room tries to
incorporate many of the locally grown
veggies into their salads and as well as
adding them to the plate as a garnish.
Although open from Tuesdays to
Saturdays, it is clear that customers
would love the Tea Room to be open
7 days a week.
Due to the success of this season,
the Tea Room and the rest of the
Mews will remain open until October
15th. However it will be offering a
reduced menu for October due to the
many events happening at the House
which require the Chef’s attention.

One of the joys of visiting the Tea
Room is the lovely genteel atmosphere,
complete with a bowl of fresh flowers
from the Gardens on every table.

The majority of visitors come for
the Tea Room then tour the Museum.
Visitors often comment that the entire
Mews experience if wonderful. A
number of private tour operators also
bring their customers to the Mews.

The person to thank for these lovely
bouquets is Navenka Kardum, a Tea
Room volunteer and flower arranger.
Navenka works in the Cut Flower
Garden, which provides flowers for the
House.
Her picturesque nosegays remind
many of cottage flowers found in English country gardens and discussions
can often be heard at tables, trying to
identify the different varieties on display.

Some of the exotic places our
visitors are from include: PEI, Nova
Scotia, Washington State, Denver,
Wyoming, South Korea, England,
Florida, Texas, California, Hong Kong,
Vancouver, Ottawa, Ontario, Montreal, Italy, China and Australia. One
group of Australians loved it so much
they came back twice.

Her Honour had a Little Lamb

Her Honour had a Little Lamb
His fleece was white as snow
(thanks for the baths, Cavan)
And everywhere Little Lamb went
His fans were sure to follow
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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High Tea for Museum Volunteers

1. Starting the party off right with
Pimm’s on the Veranda.
2. Her Honour presented curator
Susan Erling-Tyrell with one of her
newly minted crest medals.
3. Museum volunteers looking
lovely in their hats and fascinators.
4. Winners of the best hat awards
Sharon Yeo and Gwyneth Evans
pose with Her Honour (who looked
very sporting in her cowboy hat).
5. Highlight of the day was a formal
English High Tea in the Tea Room.

Museum High Tea Reception
It’s been a very busy season at the Costume Museum with
our volunteers now manning both the museum and the
new Stables display.
As a way of thanking the wonderful ladies who happily
greet our many visitors, curator Susan Earling-Tyrell hosted
a formal English High Tea on Sunday, July 12th, in the Tea
Room. Susan and her assistant curator Mary Anne Skill
provided all the delicious goodies, including making the
traditional individual English trifles and scones with homemade strawberry jam.

As befitting the occasion, the volunteers all arrived in
splendor, complete with proper hats and fascinators.
Following a vote, Sharon Yeo won the best hat prize for
her amazing confection of tulle and peonies. Runner-up
Gwyneth Evans won for her entire ensemble.
The Dear Leader Susan, who proclaimed that she was
wearing half of Butchart Gardens on her head, took herself out of the running, as did Mary Anne who seemed
to have raided a peacock farm for her fascinator.
A jolly good time was had by all, including our very
special guest, Her Honour Judith Guichon.

Mark Your Calendars
September : Government House Open House.
Tours at 10am and 11am
September 12 - Garden Party
September 21 - Pacific Opera presents a one hour
lecture and a performance of selections from Otello
October 31 - Halloween Open House
November 7 - Foundation Gala Fundraising Ball

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca

Gardening courses coming up in September and
October, all based on the 40th anniversary of Finnerty
Gardens. There are four sessions, and people can sign
up for them individually (no need to commit to all four).
Sign up at www.uvcs.uvic.ca/Course/Finnerty-at-Forty/
ASSC248/. Participants can register online at this link, or
can call 250-472-4747 (our registration desk) on weekdays from 8:30-4:30 to sign up.
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