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In Preparation of a Celebration
The Canada 150 tulip is the official tulip of Canada’s
150th anniversary. More than 200,000 Canada 150 tulips
are blooming across the National Capital Region this
spring.

The first tulip beds in the Capital were planted in 1945,
when the Netherlands sent 100,000 tulip bulbs as a postwar gift of gratitude for the role that Canadian soldiers had
played in the liberation of the Netherlands.

The Canada 150 tulip’s elegant white bloom with red
flames bears a striking resemblance to our maple leaf flag.
The National Capital Commission (NCC) has partnered
with the Kingdom of the Netherlands, Home Hardware,
exclusive retailer of this special tulip bulb, and Communities in Bloom for the selection and distribution of the
Canada 150 tulip.

“The tulip represents gratitude and the long-standing
friendship between Canada and the Netherlands. Blooming in the colours of Canada’s flag, Canada 150 tulips will
bring both pride and joy to gardens and communities from
coast to coast to coast.” —His Excellency Cees Kole,
Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

During the sesquicentennial celebrations in spring 2017,
300,000 Canada 150 tulips will be showcased in the
NCC’s flower beds, and thousands more will bloom in
community gardens across Canada.

The public can purchase Canada 150 tulip bulbs at
participating Home Hardware stores nationwide as of
September 2016
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This book was instigated by Her
Honour Judith Guichon. It was
created as a guide for teachers,
leaders and students to inspire
and support them in becoming
hands-on, place-based explorations of their communities, and
the stewardship issues relevant
to them.
The priority is to encourage
young people to connect with
the land and understand the
precious resources we have
around us.
The Toolkit includes an outline
of the overall program process
and funds available, a listing of
partners to support the effort, and
activities and tools for groups to
get engaged.
Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

Message from Government House
Dear Friends,
On my first day of work at Government House I arrived just in time to accompany Her Honour and the Private
Secretary on a scenic stroll through the gardens. My first official task as Director of Operations was to deliver
delicious treats and cups of cheer to many of you, as you busily tended the gardens. In what I now know to be
true Friend fashion, I was greeted with warmth and kindness. It has been an absolute pleasure meeting and getting to know the Friends and I marvel at your dedication and unwavering support for the House.
The ‘Friendly ‘encounters are the highlight of my new position. As I’ve remarked several times since my arrival, the volunteer spirit is certainly alive and well. As I look around, it is difficult to identify an area of the
Estate that has not been touched in some way by the Friends of Government House.
In preparation for what promises to be a busy season, it is all hands on deck at the Mews as we prepare for
our May 20th soft opening, which will allow us to find our stride before the official (advertised) opening on May
24th. Nelles, with the help of Jacaline’s design eye, has transformed the Tea Room, creating a cozy and inviting
space. Chef Aleks has prepared a delightful menu and Gwen is poised to lend a helping hand.
Meanwhile across the Mews, Susan and her team are settling in to the newly renovated stables. Our new
found friends at Heritage Acres and Ashton Museum have helped to develop some exciting exhibits, so be sure
to visit once it is complete.
In 2 short months, I have witnessed the flurry of activity that I’m told is common place at Government House.
I celebrated international Women’s Day with our trail blazing Lieutenant Governor, took a Magical Mystery
Bus Ride, participated in numerous House events including Earth Day celebrations and of course our Queen’s
birthday tea. The learning curve is steep, but I am well supported by our ever professional House staff and you,
my new Friends.
As Her Honour has said, she has the best job in British Columbia and mine is a close second. I dare say, it
hardly seems like work. When the pace gets fevered, I need only step outside to smell the lilacs or watch the
ducks. Best of all, there seems to be a Friend around every corner.
Thank you for your support and well-wishes as I transition into my new role. With luck our paths will cross
often. I look forward to seeing you all at the Friend’s Reception, in the gardens, the archives room, at the
Mews...
Sincerely,

Thandi Williams
Director of Operations
Government House

A Message from your President
We are now into spring. I walked the Woodlands today and the display of camas is truly
remarkable.
I met a couple from Belgium who were walking the city. One had a gadget on his wrist, which
showed how many steps he had taken that day, 11300! They had visited Butchart Gardens, and
Beacon Hill park but felt the grounds of Government House was the best of their adventure.
I explained the role of the Friends, the work in removing invasive species from the Woodlands
and the development of the formal gardens that all enjoy. They were overwhelmed.
We sometimes take what we collectively do for granted but I can assure you that visitors from
around the world and at home appreciate the outstanding job we are doing. We are a unique
group.
Let’s keep it up, and have a great and fun gardening season
Cheers

Brian Rogers

How to Attract Bees to the Garden
More and more people are
becoming aware of the importance of bees and other pollinating
insects to the health of all living
things as well as to our own well
being. One third of all the food
we eat requires pollination either
for the formation of the fruit or vegetable or for the seed that
is planted to grow the food, or for the growth of food fed
to farm animals. Imagine living on potatoes, corn, grains,
mushrooms, fish and some meat and dairy! Bye-bye vitamins, minerals and good health.
So what can we gardeners do to encourage the sustainability of honey bees and other pollinating insects? Here are
some suggestions.
1. Grow plants that have a succession of flowering times
from crocus and snowdrops in early spring to fall asters and
hellebores. For a list of some of the best plants check out the
website of the Capital Region Beekeepers.
2. Certain colours are more attractive than others to bees:
yellow, blue, blue-green, mauve, purple, red.
3. Many of the flowers that have been bred to have many
petals have little or no nectar and pollen so are useless for
bees. Plant single or semi-double forms that have pistols and
stamens – nectar and pollen sources.
4. Plant in groups of 3 or more – the larger area of colour
and stronger scent source makes it easier for the bees to find
the plants.
5. If possible, concentrate on plants that are sun lovers, few
of the plants that thrive in shade are good nectar sources.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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by Nairn Hollot

6. Grow some dandelions – good early season bee plants!
And you can make wine from the flowers.
Honey and wine – can’t get any better! Another suggestion is to underplant the rose garden with dandelions.
7. If you grow fruit and vegetables, many are well used
by bees e.g. all the fruits, cucumbers, broad beans, scarlet
runner beans, squash, oil seed sun flowers. Bees love the
flowers of the brassica family – let some of last year’s kale
go to flower.
8. Many of the cover crops grown to improve the soil are
good bee plants – clovers, vetches and buckwheat.
9. If I were to recommend one category of plants that is
great for bees it would be herbs – bees love them all. Anise
hyssop, bergamot, catmint/nip ,borage, chives, hyssop,
marjoram, mint, oregano, rosemary, sage, summer and
winter savory, thyme.
10. Prefer a native plant garden? - many are well used by
bees – maple, arbutus, manzanita, oregon grape. red osier
dogwood, salal, camas, snowberry, fireweed.
11. Leave an area of your garden untouched where wild
bees and other pollinating insects such as butterflies can
live and lay their eggs. In this area do not clean up in the
fall – allow the stalks of plants to remain, as many pollinators and other beneficial insects overwinter in them.
Let dead leaves and other detritus remain on the ground –
bumblebees and other bees nest in the dead material or in
the ground under it.
12. And perhaps the most important of all – DO NOT
USE INSECTICIDES. Don’t want the aphids? – soapy water
and lady bugs.
Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

Feature Plant
The Rhododendron
For the past month, Rhododendrons around Victoria have
been putting on a spectacular display of colour.
The name Rhododendron comes from the Greek words
“rodon” which means “rose” and “dendron” which means
“tree”, hence Rose Tree.
Rhododendron is a genus characterised by shrubs and
small to (rarely) large trees, the smallest species growing to
10–100 cm (3.9–39.4 in) tall, and the largest, R. protistum
var. giganteum, reported to 30 m (98 ft) tall.
All the parts of Rhododendrons are dangerous, especially
the leaves, causing symptoms of stomach irritation, abdominal pain, abnormal heart rate and rhythm, convulsions,
coma, death. Honey made from the nectar of Rhododendron flowers is also toxic and should not be consumed.
The family Ericacea, into which the genus Rhododendron falls, a genus of 1,024 species of woody plants, also
includes heathers, mountain laurels, blueberries and cranberries as well as manzanita, trailing arbutus, madrone,
huckleberry, kalmiopsis, sourwood, blueberries and a
number of other genus.
Rhododendrons are referred to as the King of Shrubs
since they are regarded by many as the best flowering evergreen plants for the temperate landscape. Rhododendron
flowers are usually produced in ‘trusses’.
Species of the genus Rhododendron are widely distributed between latitudes 80°N and 20°S and are considered
Alpine native plants from North America to Europe, Russia,
and Asia, and from Greenland to Queensland, Australia
and the Solomon Islands.
Rhododendron was officially ‘discovered’ by the 16th
century Flemish botanist, Charles l’Ecluse, although they
had been known to classical writers and referred to as
Chamaerhododendron (low-growing rose tree).
The genus was first formally described by Linnaeus in his
Species Plantarum in 1753. He listed five species under
Rhododendron. At that time he considered the then known
six species of Azalea that he had described earlier in 1735
in his Systema Naturae as a separate genus. As new species
of what are now considered Rhododendron were discovered, other botanists began to question the distinction
between Azalea and Rhododendron, and finally in 1836,
Azalea was incorporated into Rhododendron, and the
genus divided into eight sections.
From there, the history of the Rhododendron gets complicated, but you can find more history on the history of the
Rhododendron, online.
What is the difference between Rhododendrons and
Azaleas?
The genus Rhododendron includes both Rhododendrons
and Azaleas. The distinctions are made by gardeners.

• Rhododendron plants are usually evergreen and Azalea plants are deciduous, although there are a few evergreen Azaleas like those in the florist or nursery trade.
• To the typical gardener, azaleas are conspicuous
because they don’t have trusses. The exception to this is
the Homebush type azaleas which have a very tight ball
shaped truss but this type of azalea is deciduous. The
tropical Vireya rhododendrons don’t have a truss either
and look more like azaleas but are in general treated as a
special class, different from most other rhododendrons and
azaleas.
• Rhododendrons have ten or more stamens, while Azaleas have five.
• Rhododendrons have large, paddle-shaped leaves and
large, bell- or funnel-shaped flowers borne in terminal
trusses. Azaleas have small, elliptical leaves and trumpetor tubular-shaped flowers at the ends of the shoots. Some
rhododendrons, called lepidoes have small leaves and
small flowers and some rhododendrons are naturally
miniature have minuscule leaves and flowers. It is true that
all azaleas have small leaves compared to the large leaved
rhododendrons, the elepidotes.
• Rhododendrons are erect, growing up to 80 feet high,
while Azaleas are more twiggy, spreading bushes, usually
reaching a height of no more than 8 feet.
• Both Rhododendrons and Azaleas provide fragrant
blossoms in an array of colours - from pure white and
light pastels to brilliant orange and gold to purple and red.
Some blossoms change colour over time or are marked
with contrasting colours.
• The Coast Rhododendron/Pacific Rhododendron
(Rhododendron macrophyllum) is the floral emblem of
Washington state.
• Rhododendron is also the national flower of Nepal,
and the state flower of Sikkim in India.

Volunteer Spotlight
There are so many wonderful people who volunteer to work in and around the gardens of Government House.
This spotlight introduces one of our special volunteers.

Introducing Patty Grant
It is always interesting to meet the volunteers in the
Gardens, especially getting to know someone who has
unexpected sides to them. Patty Grant is one of these
lovely, unexpected people.
In the Gardens, Patty is a ‘Terracite’ who spends the majority of her time “pulling weeds and generally playing in
the dirt. I also frequently bring goodies for the sacred 10am
tea break.”
In an ideal world, Patty would love for her beloved
Terrace gardens to be weed and deer free - a wish that is
echoed in just about every garden at the Gardens.
Patty grew up in rural Michigan where gardening was a
way of life. Like all good country girls she was in 4H and
got a gardening badge in Girl Scouts. Then in her 20s she
spent time pruning banana and citrus trees on a Kibbutz in
Israel. She’s also picked many, many crates of strawberries
and grapes.
Patty calls volunteering at Government House “A great
decision I made after I retired.”
As well as getting her hands dirty as a Terracite, Patty is on
the committee that decorates the House for Christmas and
assists with the school children and ‘wobbly’s’ parties. Patty
also serves on the Friend’s Board of Directors.
Born and raised in Southern Michigan, Patty went to nursing school in Kalamazoo and worked in acute care as an
RN for 40 long years.
Romance brought her to Victoria in the early 70’s where
she happily settled down close to Government House. She
has a son in Edmonton and one in Toronto. Her current
household is run by a cat named Oswald who does a fine
job of bullying the dogs she looks after.

Two and a half years ago, Patty took the bold decision
to start taking cello lessons at the Conservatory of Music.
Although she describes her playing as “definitely not a
skill or talent”, she joined and enjoys playing in a cello
orchestra.
When not present at Government House, Patty volunteers in the Coat Check at the Museum, is a long time
member of the Y, and enjoys opera, classical, and early
music.
So what is an unexpected side to Patty Grant? When
asked, she replies, “I peeled potatoes and washed pots for
the Australian Navy.” Then, without missing a beat, she
adds, “Although I have never used drugs, I smuggled hash
into a Greek prison in the 60s.”
Sounds like there are some great stories lurking, just waiting to be told. Next time you see her puttering away in the
dirt and the weeds, perhaps stop and ask her.

Vegetable Garden in full swing
While other gardens are already flaunting their colours, with promise of more
to come, the Vegetable Garden garden is
pouring its energy into creating mounds
and rows of lovely fresh vegetables and
berries.
Prominently marking the head of each
row are signs noting what has been planted and the dates. Walking the rows and
seeing the young plants bursting forth is
enough to make any cook’s mouth water
and imagination run wild.

The veggie gardeners are experimenting
with some new types of old favourites, as
well as ensuring the kitchen at Government
House will be well stocked with favourite
choices.
Prominent in the garden is the lovely
and functional workshed designed and
constructed by Keith Bateman. As the s
eason progresses, look for wonderful
produce coming out of this lush and
vibrant garden bed.

Iris Garden Update

by Carol Dancer

The beds have been cleared of the old iris. Some were saved,
but many had deteriorated beyond saving. The beds were tilled
and new soil added. Over 300 new iris were planted, mostly
supplied by Sandy Gibb. Sandy planted over 50 Japanese iris
along the chain-link fence, extending the blooming season for
the Iris Garden
Pat Spiers from Salt Spring Island donated a number of Pacific
Coast iris. Despite being planted in late October, some have
decided to put on a show this spring.
The B.C. Iris Society are going to assume responsibility for the
bed. Their plan is to increase the types of iris that can be grown
here in Victoria.
The Society will pay for tilling the soil and donate any iris that
will be planted. The plan is to make the Iris bed a teaching garden. Ted Baker from the Iris Society will coordinate the work for
this year.
Although it is an Iris bed, plans are to connect the Iris Garden
with the Dogwood and Azalea Walk. A few azaleas, peonies and
lavendar have been added to the bed in anticipation of this move.
The garden will also be receiving the historic azalea developed
by John Blair, Park Superintendent of Beacon Hill Park in 1889.

Peony Glory
The peonies are in full bloom along the drive entering
Government House and they are spectacular!

Coral Sunset: Intensely coral semi-double with a rosy infusion that adds a sunset glow to the coral; large, dramatic
blooms on a plant that reaches 32 inches and, like all of
the corals, needs its first year to grow good roots, so don’t
expect much on top of the ground.

If you want to acquire something similar, try these two
varieties:
Coral Charm: Large, brilliant coral semi-double; the tight
coral pink buds open to a rich coral peach then fade to
softer shades of coral all the way to tangerine yellow; a
mature plant spectacularly shows off, sometimes, all the
shades at once; tall but strong stems and great vigor.

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca

Thanks to A&D Nursery in Snohomish, Washington for
their identification of these beautiful blooms. This peony
specialist nursery has these and other varieties on their
website. www.adpeonies.com
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Feature Garden
The Plant Nursery
Located at the eastern end of the Cary Castle
Mews, the plant nursery produces about 2,000
plants annually. Plants are grown for use in the
Government House gardens as well as for sale to
the public. The facilities include a potting bench,
a small heated greenhouse and cold frames. There
is also space for plant storage and garden areas for
holding stock plants.

The Nursery Garden specializes in herbaceous
flowering perennials. Propagation is by seed, cuttings
and root division. Choice of plant material is under
constant review with drought tolerance and deer
resistance being two of the most desirable traits. New
varieties are test-grown to find what is most suitable
for local conditions.

Growing Young Farmers Back at Work
The GYF school program is geared for learners of all
ages and abilities, from preschoolers to university students.
While participating in the Growing Young Farmers School
Program, students will be visiting the garden on a frequent
and regular basis.
During the visits, the students will be...Educated, Encouraged and Empowered to Grow Health-Friendly Organic
Food. Follow the progress of our own children’s garden at
www.growingyoungfarmers.ca/blog/

Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown
1716 – 1783
2016 is the 300th anniversary of the birth of one of
England’s most famous landscape designers – Lancelot
‘Capability’ Brown. Brown is often remembered as ‘England’s greatest gardener’. He was nicknamed ‘Capability’
because he would tell his clients that their property had
“capability” for improvement.

the view, a parenthesis;
now a full stop, and
then I begin another
subject’.
His style of smooth
undulating grass, which
would run straight to
the house, clumps, belts
and scattering of trees
and his serpentine lakes
formed by invisibly
damming small rivers,
were a new style within
the English landscape,
a “gardenless” form
of landscape gardening, which swept away Capability Brown, by Nathaniel Dance,
almost all the remnants ca. 1773 (National Portrait Gallery
of previous formally
patterned styles. His landscapes were at the forefront of
fashion. They were fundamentally different from what they
replaced, the well-known formal gardens of England. He
later practiced as an architect in his own right. On some
occasions Lancelot Brown designed both the house and its
park.

Born in Northumberland, Brown worked as the head
gardener’s apprentice at Kirkharle Hall till he was 23. In
1739 he journeyed south where he got his first landscape
commission for a new lake in the park at Kiddington Hall,
Oxfordshire. He then moved to Buckinghamshire and was
employed by Lord Cobham at Stowe in 1741 as undergardener, where he worked under William Kent, one of
the founders of the new English style of landscape garden.
At the age of 26 he was officially appointed as the Head
Gardener in 1742. Lord Cobham let Brown take freelance
commission work from his aristocratic friends, thus making
him well known as a landscape gardener.
As a proponent of the new English style, Brown became
immensely sought after by the landed families. By 1751,
Brown was beginning to be widely known. By the 1760s
he was earning on average £6,000 (equivalent to £740,000
in 2015) a year, usually £500 (equivalent to £61,600 in
2015) for one commission. As an accomplished rider he
was able to work fast, taking only an hour or so on horseback to survey an estate and rough out an entire design.

It is estimated that Brown was responsible for over 170
gardens surrounding the finest country houses and estates in Britain. His work still endures at many of the finer
estates, including in traces at Kew Gardens and many other
locations. Brown refused work in Ireland because “he had
not finished England”. Many examples of his work are
open to the public. Many others are well maintained as
golf courses.

In 1764 Lancelot Brown was appointed Master Gardener
at Hampton Court. There Brown encountered Hannah
More in 1782 and she described his “grammatical” manner: ‘Now there’ said he, pointing his finger, ‘I make a
comma, and there’ pointing to another spot, ‘where a
more decided turn is proper, I make a colon; at another
part, where an interruption is desirable to break

Lancelot Brown’s popularity reached a peak at the time of
his death. He died in 1783, in London, and was buried in
the churchyard of St. Peter and St. Paul, the parish church
of Brown’s small estate at Fenstanton Manor.

Map of all the
locations that
Lancelot ‘Capability’
Brown worked or
advised on.
Map courtesy of
capabilitybrown.org

Brown’s reputation declined rapidly after his death,
because the English Landscape style did not convey the
dramatic conflict and awesome power of wild nature.
During the 19th century Brown was widely criticised and
his reputation reached its nadir in the 1880s. It then began
to recover and by 1980 he was being recognised as a
genius of English garden design. His work has often been
favourably compared and contrasted (“the antithesis”) to
the work of André Le Nôtre, the French jardin à la française
landscape architect. Brown became both rich and honoured and had improved a greater acreage of ground than
any landscape architect who preceded him.
Lancelot Brown described himself as a ‘place-maker’,
not a ‘landscape gardener’. It was the nineteenth century
which saw ‘landscape gardening’ become a trade name.

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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The Write to Read Project
The Write to Read Project is a partnership between the
Government House Foundation and Rotary clubs to assist
in building co-operative relationships between urban groups
and First Nations communities.

2011- Toosey First Nation
(Riske Creeke – west of Williams Lake)

Rotary clubs throughout British Columbia partner with
remote communities and help build community libraries
and other much needed amenities.

2013 - Halalt First Nation (Chemainus)

With the support of the Government House Foundation,
Her Honour visits these communities and officially opens
their libraries.

2014 - Heilstuk First Nation (Bella Bella)

2012 - Yunesit’in First Nation
(Hanceville, 90km west of Williams Lake)
2013 - Old Masset (Haida Gwaii)
2014 - Wuikinuxv Nation (Rivers Inlet)
2014 - Malahat Nation

The program started with former Lieutenant Governor
Steven Point and has been carried on by Her Honour. To
date, 10 libraries have been opened.

2014 - Kwakiutl First Nation (Fort Rupert)
2014 - Ditidaht First Nation
(Nitinat Lake, West Vancouver Island)
2015 - Nooaitch First Nation (Merritt)

The Earl and Countess
of Wessex were on
hand to open the
Ditidaht library at
Nitinat Lake.
Her Honour, Judith
Guichon gathered
with people from
Nooaitch First Nations in Merrit for the
opening of their new
library.
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New Partnerships at the Museum

Tea Room is Open

The Cary Mews are once again
open for the 2016 tourist season.
After being declared the #4 spot to
visit in Victoria on Trip Advisor, the
Mews are gearing up for what we
hope will be a very busy and fulfilling
season.

Part of the kitchen from Heritage Acres

The Costume Museum is very
pleased to have three new partners
on board for this season. The new
1910 kitchen display in the Stables
is courtesy of Heritage Acres and the
Saanich Historical Artifacts Society.
Come and see all the wonderful items
that your mum and granny worked
with - can you spot the ‘mangle’?
A brand new display room for this
year is “To Protect and Serve” in the
Multipurpose room at the Mews.

Scottish Highlanders (Princess Mary’s own)
from the Bay St Armoury

The Tea Room is once again
open for business - and not a
moment too soon for some people.
While volunteers were busy setting up the museum and tea room
this past month, they were amazed
at the number of people who were
stopping by asking “Is the Tea
Room open yet?”
With a new menu and a bright,
freshened appearance, the Tea
Room is once again going to be
the place for that special cuppa
with special friends.
Manager Nelles Shakleton is
looking forward to a busy yet
fulfilling season for the volunteers
working at the Tea Room.
Because of the popularity of the
Tea Room, additional volunteers
are always welcome to help out.
Please pop by the Tea Room and
see Nelles to volunteer.

Thanks to our partners the Ashton
Armoury Museum and the Canadian
Scottish Regiment (Princess Mary’s)
Regimental Museum at the Bay Street
Armoury who have supplied a wonderful array of uniforms from local
heros who have served.
As well, there are uniforms from
the Saanich Police (1922 motocycle
police), Victoria fire department,
Royal Roads Military Academy,
RCMP, the Navy and the Airforce.
In the main museum, we have a few
new additions including a stunning
1920’s wedding dress with ten foot
train. Can you spot which dress
belonged to a former burlesque
dancer?

WWII Nursing display from the Ashton Armoury
Museum

Cary Castle Mews Greeters
The Cary Castle Mews greeters who welcomed visitors
and friends alike at the entrance to the Mews last summer
are planning to carry on this year.
It is an interesting and gratifying task to welcome the
many tourists and locals as they arrive, provide explanations of the historical and current purposes of the buildings, and direct our visitors to the Museum, Tea House
and not least the domestic animals on the site. We met
many remarkable and enthusiastic visitors from around
the world and nearby.

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca

Since we hope to continue in a regular fashion for this
upcoming year, we will need additional Friends to join
the Greeters. Shifts are two hours in length, Tuesday to
Saturday, basically during the Costume Museum/Tea
Room hours. Background information will be provided for
your use at an information meeting.
If you are interested in joining us, please contact the coordinator, Geoffrey Thornburn at thornburng@gmail.com.
If you do not have email, you can telephone Geoffrey at
(250) 385-4137.
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Mark Your Calendar

In Memoriam

May 24

The Tea Room, Costume Museum
and Mews officially opens for business. Groups of 10 or more are
encouraged to make a reservation by
calling 250-858-4417

First Saturday of the Month, June
to September
Government House Open House
tours. June 4, July 2, August 6

Tours at 10am and 11am. No reservation, line up at the front door.

June 18

Queen’s Birthday Garden Party to
celebrate Her Majesty’s 90 birthday.
Details to be Announced

July 7

Concert on the Lawn featuring
The Midnights

July 14

Concert on the Lawn featuring
Boogaloo en Orbit

July 21

Concert on the Lawn featuring
The Sutcliffes

Tool Sharpening in the lower parking lot. Payment in cash. Tuesdays and
Thursdays starting at 9a.m.
June 14 & 16,
July 12 & 14,
August 9 & 11,
September 6 & 8.

Happy Retirement
Her Honour’s Chauffeur and Honourary Pipe Major, John Mager, is retiring after 34 years of loyal and dutiful
service to 7 Lieutenant Governors and
4 Private Secretaries.
Her Honour, the staff of Government
House and all the Friends thank John
for all he has done and for his bright
playing of the pipes.
John will be leaving the Office and
the property later this summer to enjoy
the autumn of his years in a new home
he purchased on the West Shore.
All the best John!

Eileen Evans, Supervisor, Rock and Alpine Garden
Eileen Evans, a colleague and friend to many who volunteer in the gardens at
Government House, passed away on March 29, 2016 after a cycling accident
on her way to the gardens that morning.
As Supervisor of the Rock and Alpine Garden area for the past 8 years,
Eileen gathered a group of individuals of varying interests and experience into
a strong and committed garden team while she stewarded expansion and
improvements to the rock and alpine area.
Eileen’s personal commitment was substantial; she worked every Tuesday
and Thursday morning, year-round, rain or shine. To her team, she provided
leadership, a sense of pride in accomplishments, gentle humour, and warm
friendship. The garden today is a reflection of all her contributions. She will
be sincerely missed.

Eileen Edgar 1926 - 2016
On March 12, 2016, one week after her glorious
90th birthday celebrations, Eileen Edgar passed
away, leaving her huge circle of friends a treasure
house of shared and personal memories.
Eileen was a stalwart member of the Friends
of Government House Gardens Society for over
twenty years, volunteering in the Woodlands and
directing the telephone committee.
Always bright and cheery and blessed with a
keen interest in the people and world around her
she was a delight to know. The Woodlanders are
saddened that we have lost such a dear friend.

John L. Headley, “Lawrence” Pearks’ Peak
On April 18, 2006, this gentle man, gentleman, lover of opera, collector of
Moorcroft Pottery, crossword afficianado, slipped his earthly bonds.Never
unkindly critical of others, popular with the ladies, a sense of humour well
known, lover of haute cuisine - with a “wee dram” of creme de menthe to
complete his plate. A good person has passed. Fare thee well, “Sir Lawrence.”
							Stephen Lamb
Lawrence was always positive and enjoyed life to the end. When he downsized from his house several years ago he gave me a metal plaque on a stand
from his garden to put in mine. It says: “Old gardeners never die. They just
spade away.” This described him well.
He was a lively member of the community in James Bay. He used to go
on long walks in the city with a group of seniors from James Bay and loved
regularly having lunch with a group of women in the village. He told me more
than once that he would know at least 10 people every time he walked into
the village.
We all know how he loved going to ‘The Leg’ (Legislature) for lunch. He also
regularly swam lengths at the Hotel Grand Pacific and walked everywhere till
the end. He volunteered at The Symphony, and helped set up weekly breakfasts for homeless people at a church downtown.

