The Cary Bulletin
THE FRIENDS OF GOVERNMENT HOUSE GARDENS SOCIETY
http://fghgs.ca

Since 1993
Volume 24
Issue 3
August 2016

What is Government House all about?
The 2015 Annual Statement from Her Honour
the Lieutenant Governor
is now available to read
online at
http://www.ltgov.bc.ca/
lg/officelg/LG2015AnnualStatement.pdf
It is a very interesting
document full of information that all the
Friends should know.
Chock full of pictures
and inspiration, this
booklet is a must read.

The tourism season is in full swing and the gardens
and Mews are busier then they have ever been.
Government House has been ‘discovered’ by the
many tourist transportation providers and we are welcoming guests from around the globe - and from the
many cruise ships that stop in at Victoria.
One constant comment that is heard over and over
by the volunteers is, “You are so lucky to work in such
a lovely location.” Yes, yes we are lucky and privileged
that our efforts are going towards enhancing one of the
most beautiful estates in Victoria. Thank you yet again
to every volunteer who gives of their time and energy.

Did you know that Her
Honour has logged the
most hours of service of any Lieutenant Governor on record? What
did she do during all that time of service? Well, this is your chance
to find out.
Do you know what the role of Lieutenant Governor actually entails? What are her powers? Her Vice-Regal role? Her constitutional
role?
Do you know what her priority programs have been this past year?
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The Friends - a group of over 400 dedicated volunteers, approximately half of whom spend many hours working in the gardens. Non-gardening
members work in archives, library, photography, publications, greeting cards, administration, tour guides, education, special events,
the Costume Museum and the Tea Room

Gardening Volunteer Coordinator: Nairn Hollott
To join the Friends of Government House Garden Society,
please contact Nairn Hollott at 250-744-4019.
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A delightful and beautifully illustrated collection of the author’s
personal reflections that capture
the heart of every gardener. She
describes with imaginative charm
and dry humour how her garden
evolved and how, without meaning to, let it take over her life.
Her principal theme is a ‘gentle
plea for chaos’ – from a move
away from the rigorous planning
and zealous regimentation that
“seem to shrivel the very soul of
a garden”.
The book is an appeal for a return to a little “amiable disorder”,
to the sense of enchantment and
vitality that comes with a more
random and intuitive approach to
gardening where plants are
allowed to scatter as they please.
Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

Message from Government House
Dear Friends,
In the five short months since I joined the team at Government House, I have participated in five Friends’ Board
meetings, chaired four Garden Management meetings, opened one Tea Room, one museum and attended two
picnics - with the promise of more to come. I’ve spent time in the garden, learning more about the estate and the
Friends who work tirelessly to keep it beautiful. My experience to date suggests that Her Honour was right; this is
the second best job in the province.
The landscape is changing as we move forward with plans to refresh areas of the grounds, like the front lawn,
and say goodbye to a few trees that have seen better days. This undertaking presents rich learning opportunities
for me at every turn. I am so grateful to Brian, Val, Bryce and Colin for patiently explaining why things need to
change and the impact of maintaining the status quo. As the Cut Flower Garden blooms, Lynne and her dedicated
team teach and re-teach me flower names as they design the breathtaking floral arrangements that add such polish
to each event. A very prominent addition to our landscape is the stone sculpture that stands above a special time
capsule that will no doubt be unearthed by a future generation of Friends.
The Mews is in full swing until September 3 and enjoys a constant stream of new and repeat visitors. It is a clear
illustration of dedication and teamwork. Thankfully we were able to recruit some “junior volunteers,” as Nelles
calls them, from Ecole Victor Brodeur to help handle the steady flow of patrons. These young people are learning
about the importance and power of volunteerism and you, the Friends, provide the shining example. Their involvement with the House presents a special opportunity to bridge the generation gap and connect by way of a common
goal. I too am inspired by your collective efforts which help to make the Cary Castle Mews a destination of choice
for tourists and locals alike.
This year’s Music on the Lawn concert series, although hampered slightly by inclement weather on the first night,
proved to be a great success. It was a real treat to see some of you out on the dancefloor shaking a tail feather to
the Sutcliffe’s lively tunes. This year we invited a few members of Victoria’s food truck fleet to join the fun. They
were very well received and will likely come again next year.
This month we will host the annual Greater Victoria Back to School Picnic, a Pacific Opera Victoria reception
and say thank you to John Mager for his 34 years of dedicated service to the Office of the Lieutenant Governor.
We will also be hosting a Tourism Victoria event in the Mews to strengthen our relationship with the industry and
highlight this site as a premier destination for visitors to Victoria.
As my first summer at Government House winds down, I would like to thank you, the Friends, for your patience
as I found my footing, and for your continued support as we work together to preserve and enhance the beauty of
this National Historic Site.
Sincerely,

Thandi Williams
Director of Operations
Government House

A Message from your President
Many of you may have seen the sculpture by Colin McCrea on the pathway at Rockland 2 which
was dedicated by Her Honour on July 19th. You may not be aware that we placed a time capsule
under it to be opened in 2116.
I built it out of a length of pvc pipe and I hope its contents reflect who we were and what we
were up to in 2016. For those who missed the dedication the contents are the following.
• A letter from Her Honour
• The new book on the Gardens of Government House (available for sale at the Tea Room)
• A copy of Tweed magazine featuring the Costume Museum and Tea Room
• A one dollar bill
• Friends Bucks and the story behind them
• A menu from the Tea Room
• House stickers and pencils for children
• House napkin with crest
• Photographs of most of the Gardeners and their locations
• Photographs of the House staff
• Bryce Fleck and Colin McCrae’s business cards,
• a bottle of twelve year old Scotch and as a selfish gesture, a picture of my grand daughter who turned two the day before.
• As there was little news of any value in the Times Colonist that day, I inclosed the Thrifty Foods flyer
If anyone has the idea of moving the sculpture and unearthing the contents, it is resting on four hundred pounds of
concrete!
I hope you all continue to enjoy this rather cool summer.
Best regards

Brian Rogers

Vice-Regal Commendation
member, have performed one or more commendable acts
that have benefited the office of a Lieutenant Governor or
Territorial Commissioner.
The Commendation consists of a certificate along with a
gold bar enamelled in blue with a circle containing three
red maple leaves (as drawn from the Arms of Canada)
surmounted by a Royal Crown.

Congratulations to Alex Muir, on receiving the Vice-Regal
Commendation from Her Honour Judith Guichon.
Lieutenant Governors and Territorial Commissioners can
submit nominations for the recognition for recipients who,
in the course of their duties as a paid or volunteer staff
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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The lapel pin is a circular
badge depicting three red
maple leaves in the centre
surmounted by the Royal
Crown - in recognition of
those who serve the Crown
in Canada.
Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

Feature Plant
Ornamental Oregano

What would our pizza or sauce Bolognese be without
oregano? Definitely bland, but there are more exciting uses
for oregano in our gardening lives.
Natives of Greece and Turkey oreganos are drought tolerant and do very well in our Mediterranean climate, thriving on rocky well drained slopes. The original Greek ‘oros
ganos’ translates as ‘joy of the mountain’. Another attractive
feature are the strongly scented leaves that are a deterrent to
deer. Drought tolerance and deer resistance means I want
to grow it and fortunately over the last few years many more
decorative varieties are available in nurseries.
Origanum vulgare hirtum is the spicy herb for culinary
uses. If you are looking for an oregano for flowers not for
cooking seek out origanum rotundifolium cultivars.
My first experience with decorative oreganos was ‘Kent
Beauty’. This is an English introduction that has powdery

by Val Murray

blue foliage with delicate veining on the leaves. It forms
trailing mounds of hop like flowers and flower bracts in
pink, green and cream. It needs excellent drainage and is
ideal in a container or scrambling over a rock wall. The
unique flowers dry nicely and can be used for winter
arrangements. This is a well behaved plant. Each spring
the crown slowly expands as the stems reach out and root
in the surrounding soil. In the Rock and Alpine garden this
has made a lovely patch around a hardy agave with flowers
in bloom for months starting in mid summer.
A new cultivar that we planted in the Rock and Alpine
garden this summer is origanum x ‘Amethyst Falls’. This is a
relatively new American introduction with grey green foliage, narrower elongated chartreuse hop like flower bracts
and amethyst purple blooms. This is a stunning plant and a
great addition to the garden and our oregano collection that
we hope to add to in future seasons.

The Secret beneath the Stone
The stone plinth is carved from Columbia
River Basalt. Its origin is Washington state.
This stone is volcanic in origin, in many
geographic areas fracturing into vertical
columns as it cooled.
This particular Basalt is a very striking
black when polished. It was sculpted by
Colin McCrea, using diamond saws and
Chisels, followed by diamond grinding
wheels until its final shape was roughed
out.
The shape was meant to echo the curves
in the paths which border the flower beds
on the north side of the property. The goal
was to wind the composition back and
forth over 2 sides of the 6 sided stone.

by Colin McCrea
You will note that that both convex
and concave curves are described.
The stone was sanded and polished
with successive grit sizes of diamond
pads starting at 100 grit and ending at
1500. It is a long and arduous process
during sanding and polishing to make
the stone very smooth with no scratches apparent.
Black stone shows off the tiniest
scratches when polished. At this point
the stone acquires its’ natural dark
black colour and shiny finish. The
sculpted part of the stone was then
finished with a stone sealer to preserve
it’s polished appearance and protect it
from weathering and vandalism.

Volunteer Spotlight
There are so many wonderful people who volunteer to work in and around the gardens of Government House.
This spotlight introduces one of our special volunteers.

Introducing Diane Schnider
With a huge positive attitude
and a sunny smile, one of our
non-gardening volunteers is
Diane Schnider. She volunteers
at the Tearoom as a Hostess
and is in charge of all Hosts
and Hostesses.
“I heard they were looking
for Volunteers so became a
Friend of Government House
and got to work in the Tea
Room. I love meeting and
greeting and looking after
customers. For me it is a delight. The customer comes first,
and their time in the Tea Room should be a pleasant and
enjoyable one to make them want to return again and
again. This is important to me.”
Diane has been a proud Victorian for over 30 years, but
started life in the USA. She was born in North Dakota, and
moved up to Winnipeg at 17, the day after she graduated
high school. It was here that she met and married her husband and raised their lovely daughter who is a great friend
as well as her daughter. While in Winnipeg, she worked
doing promotion and PR for a Winnipeg radio station.
Diane has always had a great interest in food. She started
cooking from an early age with her Mom and Dad. As an
adult, she taught cooking in Winnipeg to advanced Adult
Education students. She was also the editor of 3 fundraising cookbooks. “I have always loved to cook and entertain.
That gives me great pleasure,” she says with her typical
bright smile.

Many years later when her husband retired, they decided
to move to Victoria. Here they opened and ran a successful
Bed & Breakfast for 12 years, loving every second of it.
Another of Diane’s passions is volunteer work. “Even as a
youngster, I always did volunteer work. My Mom and Dad
always told me. ‘When you have a good life, you give back
to your community.’ So, I do that to this day.”
There’s one more big passion in Diane’s life. “I come from
a very musical family and from an early age enjoyed a lot
of music in our home. People are always surprised to know
that at this stage (and age) in my life, that I am in a band!
It’s one of my big joys in life. I do vocals, rhythm, choreography and administration. We only perform at Senior Care
and Retirement Homes and I am having the time of my life
with the band. It is very, very gratifying and rewarding. And
great fun! “
When not making music, Diane enjoys going to various
bistros, pubs and nightclubs to support and enjoy Victoria’s
vivid live music scene.
Diane’s future hope is that the Tearoom continues to
thrive. She has a not-so-secret dream: “I would love to see
a huge Teacup and Saucer on the end outside wall of the
Tearoom so when people walk to the Mews it immediately
tells people, this is a Tearoom. I have asked for this now for
3 years.” Someday, Diane, your dream will come true.
As she goes through life, Diane has one abiding motto:
‘Enjoy Every Day Because Once The Day Goes You Don’t
Get It Back!’ So she makes it a point to enjoy every single
day because she has lived by this motto for years.

Show Off Your Gardens
There’s a new publication for sale in the Tea Room. Her Honour
Judith Guichon commissioned a new book showcasing the beautiful gardens at Government House. Each individual garden is showcased in its own spread.
Designed by Mary Anne Skill, with writing by Valerie Murray, the
book features some stunning photography by many of the Friends
volunteers. The cover photo is just an example of the creative eye
which allowed the photographers to capture not only the beauty of
each individual garden, but also the soul of the gardens.
This book is a lovely way for everyone to share the specialness of
the grounds of Government House, while giving you bragging rights
that ‘I helped to create that garden!’. The book is on sale for $15 in
the Tea Room.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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Tour Thank You’s

Victoria wows Toronto

by Arthur Timms

In May, membersof the Garden Club of Toronto visited
Victoria to tour some exceptional gardens including the
gardens at Government House. To say that they impressed
is an undertstatement. The following is an excerpt from a
letter by their tour leader:

It’s alwary nice to tour Gardening groups around our
House gardens and know that they appreciate all the hard
work and efforts of our volunteers.
I just received a thank-you note from the Friends of the
Garden at UBC. On May 31, 50 members of the Friends of
the Garden (UBC Botanical Garden) were given a guided
tour of the Government House gardens. Tour leaders were
Carol Dancer, Valerie Murray, Lynn Heenan and Arthur
Timms. The following thank-you note extolling our gardens
was received and is quoted:

“The Garden Club of Toronto members were ‘blown
away’ by the exceptional gardens at Government House.
We had 2 wonderful guides led by Arthur Timms who
attempted to cover the area in one and a half hours! We
were fortunate to be there on the day when many volunteers were working in the gardens. Such a great program
you have.

“Friends of the Garden at UBC had such an exceptional
day on Tuesday [May 31]. We were so fortunate with perfect weather, but were as blown away by the transformation
that your volunteers have made of one of the most blessed
garden sites in Canada. You must all be very proud.

We are going to suggest to the TBG in Toronto that they
work at recruiting gardening volunteers from the area of
those avid gardeners who have moved into condos.
Certainly has worked for you.

When we were last there as a group in 1992 there were
a few nice areas but it was really sorrowfully overgrown.
Now it is a national treasure. David Lam was such a garden
devotee and would be so happy to see the miracles that
have been wrought.

We only had a taste of your beautiful city and I’m sure
many of our group will make a return visit in the coming
years.”

We thank you and all your volunteers. We just hope those
darn deer don’t proliferate more! Thank you, thank you.”

Garden Tours Report

Earlier in May we hosted 22 members of the Garden Club
of Toronto and in additional to receiving a $350 donation
from them this was in the accompanying note –

We have had a good tour season so far, giving tours to
206 people to date. Special thanks to tour volunteers Arthur
Timms (lead) Lynn Heenan, Valerie Murray and Carol
Dancer. The tours have raised $664 for the Friends.

“Many thanks to you for organizing such knowledgeable
guides for our members today. Your gardens are as beautiful as rumoured, only I would say more so.”

Groups we have toured include: 22 from the Toronto Garden Club, 47 from the Cowichan Valley Garden Club, 50 of
the Friends of UBC Botanical Garden,10 Japanese visitors,
plus groups from Ageless Tours and Senior Discovery Tours

A group of volunteers from the Horticulture Centre of the
Pacific (HCP) made the following comment –

We have a good cooperative relationship with Joan Looy’s
Victorian Garden Tours Ltd. whereby Arthur helps with
guiding some of her clients if the group is too large for her
to do herself; she pays a commensurate fee to the Friends.

“On behalf of the Winter Garden group of the HCP I’d
like to thank you for taking us on an excellent tour of your
beautiful gardens. We had a great time – and we were very
impressed with all the work the Government House volunteers do. It sounds like you also manage to have a good
time which is important!”

Managing buses is a challenge as they cannot enter the
grounds and have to circle down to Richardson to park for
the duration of the tour as city bylaws prohibit buses for
parking in front of residential properties. However, the passangers all enjoy their visit to the gardens.

So if you see a group tour being led around the garden,
please know that they are both excited and envious of our
amazing gardens and equally amazing volunteers!
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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Feature Plant
The Trudeau Rose
The intensely-scented deep-pink blooms splashed with
white are repeat flowering from spring to fall, and the blazing plum-red autumn foliage is followed by eye-catching
red hips that attract birds to the winter garden.
Although the parentage is unknown, it was identified as a
unique rugosa rose, and has proven to be extremely winter
hardy to zone 2. The ‘Michel Trudeau Memorial Rose’ does
best in fertile, free-draining soil in full sun.
Bloom Time: Repeat flowering from spring to fall
Exposure: Plant in fertile free-draining soil in full sun
Water: Mulch soil after planting & water 2-3 times per
week until established
Height: Grows 4 ft (120 cm) high to 3 ft (90 cm) wide –
bigger on West Coast
Even in the rain, the Trudeau rose is vibrant and
beautiful. Photo by John Barton.

One of the most eye-catching and asked about roses in
the Victorian Rose garden, is the Michel Trudeau Memorial
Rose.
The origin of the rose is not known, but a chance seedling
found at Betsy and Robin Dening’s Brentwood Bay Nurseries sparked immediate interest. Betsy, who is the aunt
of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, decided this new rose
should carry the name of her nephew, Michel, the Prime
Minister’s brother. Michel died in an avalanche while skiing
in Kokanee Glacier Provincial Park in 1998.

Description: Long pointed reddish-pink buds open to
large, very fragrant, double deep pink flowers with yellow
stamens and white splashed in the centre; silvery-pink
undersides. Medium sized shrub with disease resistant,
glaucous-green foliage and prickly stems. New growth has
red veining and reddish stems. Spectacular plum-red fall
foliage and large red hips, wonderful grown as a shrub in
borders or as a hedge.

Since the ‘Michel Trudeau Memorial Rose’ was released
through garden centres, support has been strong. Purchases
through the rose’s licensed grower, Adamson’s Heritage
Nursery Ltd., have generated funds for the Canadian
Avalanche Foundation avalanche awareness program (CAF,
www.avalanche.ca) .
“We will continue to promote this rose to gardeners
through their favourite garden centres,” said Ken Knechtel
of Adamson’s. “The money gardeners can raise by buying
or gifting this rose to their friends will have a significant
and ongoing effect on the work that the CAF is able to do
to protect skiers, snowboarders and sledders. But besides
that, the rose has great value in the landscape – it’s a really
terrific plant.”

One of the most noticed and asked about roses in the Victorian
Rose Garden - the Trudeau rose. Photo by John Barton.

The Victorian Rose Garden
The Victorian Rose Gardens are having a banner year and
are looking especially lovely. It is proving a photographer’s
paradise as garden volunteer John Barton is discovering.
Check out this lovely picture he recently took.
If any of the other gardens are putting on a spectacular
display, volunteers are welcome to take photos and submit
them for publication in this newsletter. We’d love to show
the world all the wonders that we have at the Government
House gardens.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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Floral Designers Magic
Approximately 18 Floral Designers are currently ‘on
call’ and are responsible for the magnificent displays we
see today. There are a wide range of tasks involved in
putting on a display, including liaising with the House
staff to clarify the scope and layout of an event. Planning
the floral designs is a task in itself and includes: researching the flowers available, envisioning the designs needed, choosing the flowers and colours, calculating the
quantity of flowers and greens needed for each design,
ordering the flowers, arranging for delivery, cutting from
the garden, conditioning the flowers for use, and choosing the containers.
Then, the Designers prepare the containers and set to
work creating the arrangements for the event. After the
event is over the arrangements need to be dismantled
and are either re-worked into other arrangements for the
House or composted if no longer usable.
The Floral Designers duties vary from one or two designers spending a couple of hours creating arrangements from
the garden, to four to six designers working 5-7 hours on
a special event. They have created arrangements for many
types of events and ceremonies, including high profile
events such as: The Crown in the 21st Century Conference,
Chefs’ Association 50th Anniversary Gala, Emergency
Services 100th Anniversary Gala, Canada Women’s Rugby
Sevens Celebration, Queens Venture Scouts Awards, the
Queen’s 90th Birthday Tea, Victoria Foundation Reception,
B.C. Government Long Service Awards, Friends of Government House Receptions, numerous Royal visits, and many
other interesting celebrations.

Photo: Day of design for Government House Foundation Ball
November 6, 2015
Back Row: Liz Thompson, Marilyn Boechler, Shirley Snider, Susan
Weeks, Lynne Thompson, Sally Shelly, Ann Francis, Janet Van
Klaveren, Joyce Gammie
Front Row: Julie Noble, Paulette Beckley, Ruth D’Hollander, Rilla
Ballantyne, Audrey Van Osterhaut, Bella Mulholland, Rene Barr,
Roz Mellander
Front Centre in apron: Catherine Weflen

One of the magical things about visiting Government
House for a special occasion, is the amazing floral displays
that are situated around the House. These floral works of art
are the result of a group of dedicated, highly skilled volunteers - the Floral Designers of Government House.

A highlight last fall
was the Government House Foundation Ball which
involved 18 designers spending 196
volunteer hours on
preparation, execution, and take down
of 50 designs!

The Flower Ladies of Government House were initiated
by Jane Rogers in the mid 1980’s. Mrs. Rogers asked her
friend Bunty Coombs to recruit ladies from the community
to help beautify the House with flower arrangements, as
she had noticed that “the only flower arrangement in the
House was a bud vase on the piano”.
A roster of 30 ladies was developed to take turns doing
arrangements for the various events. They initially brought
plant material from their own gardens, then flowers were
provided by the on-site greenhouses and then later still
from local wholesalers. Initially Jill McGuffie guided the
group and was later joined by Lennie Wong. Bella Mulholland was part of the original group and is still an active
member of the current “Floral Designers” team - as we are
now called.

Some of the
designers have
been qualified florists, the majority
are amateurs who
have studied and
taken courses and
workshops, all are
members of the
Victoria Floral
Artists Guild and all
of love ‘playing with
flowers’!

In the late 1990’s Audrey Smith took over as Supervisor of
the Floral Designers and at that time appropriated a section
of the Nursery Garden to develop as a cutting garden for
House arrangements. With Audrey’s sudden passing in the
fall of 2015, Lynne Thompson, after a 17 year apprenticeship with Audrey, took on the role of Co-ordinator of the
Floral Designers, and Elizabeth Thompson became the Coordinator of the Floral Designers’ Garden.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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The Epergne which often sits in the
centre of the dining room table. Created
for the Order of B.C. Awards using yellow
roses, yellow craspidea, yellow snapdragons, blue/purple agapanthus, white spray
mums, hostas and other variegated greens
from the garden.

Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

Non-Gardening Volunteers Very Active Too
Amongst our over 460 members, we have a very active group involved in non-gardening
activites. Below is a report on what these many volunteers are up to on behalf of the
Friends. As always, if you are interested in helping with any of these activities, please
contact Angela Newton at newton_foster@shaw.ca

Plant Registry – Crenagh Elliott

Coffee Mornings – Donalda Rossman

A very important activity is the Plant Registry, headed
up by Crenagh Elliott. Plant Registry keeps track of all
the various plantings, changes and infrastructure in the
Gardens. Updated information is kept in the Cottage, both
in a binder and on a wall map. During this past year, Plant
Registry has:

Coffee mornings are held are held once a month on
the second full week of the month on the Tuesday and
Thursday mornings at the Cottage. The get together helps
to encourage people to reach out to other gardeners. It is
intended to encourage the friends to be inclusive & sharing
Gardeners are welcome to come any time after 10am.
Most put down tools by 11am, however some gardens are
so keen, they come later. Often the veggie folks do not
make it up, but we try to encourage someone to take some
goodies to them.

• Produced maps showing some irrigation for Colin
McRae.
• Catalogued folder of information on Rock and Alpine
garden left by Eileen Evans and added all plant names to
Plant Registry plant list. The list of plants with many photographs probably created by Charles Dool.

What is on the menu is as varied each month as is each
garden, and we provide napkins, milk, cheese, crackers,
and because we want to include all, now gluten free
goodies as well.

• Added more photos of Rhodos and added flower colour to the file.

The volunteers who help at Coffee Morning are amazing
smiling, kind and efficient. Nairn does a wonderful job
scheduling who brings the snacks each month. She groups
together the different gardens so every garden gets a
chance. George makes sure there are tins of coffee. Sharon
ensures soaps, paper products and takes care of recycling.
The cottage garden allows us to pick flowers to decorate
the tables.

• Continued to add and remove shrubs and trees in the
graphics. Refined some boundary lines.
• Added identified plants in every garden and noting
date checked.

Library – George Metcalfe

Since the first of January this year Society Members have
donated 87 books to the Garden Library. The Library has
copies of ten of these books. The books are catalogued In
accordance with the Library of Congress System. They are
labelled and placed on the shelves with, on the inside of
the cover, a label acknowledging the donor.

The beautiful weather allows use of picnic tables and of
course, veggie shopping on the spot is offered.
We try to keep costs to 40 dollars a month, sometimes
higher if prices have gone up or the cheese and now
gluten free products are not on special. Some gardeners do
put money in the donation pot, which will help over time
to cover if there is extra expense. However we are trying to
encourage the 50/50 Draw for new picnic benches.

The donors include Donalda and Ralph Rossman, Betty
Wright, Jean Williams, Nigel Godfrey, Gwyneth Evans, and
Alison Leamy.
It is the policy, because of limited shelf space, to keep
only one copy. An attempt is made to sell the extra copies
(one has been sold so far this year); the remainder are or
will be donated to The Times-Colonist Literary Book Sale.

Greeters at the Cary Castle Mews – Geoffrey
Thornburn

The Cary Castle Mews Greeters, who are stationed at the
entrance to the Mews, welcomes visitors with a smile and
information. The welcome is appreciated by visitors from
across Canada and around the world, as well as the many
locals who visit. We are also able to help out the Costume
Museum when not busy at our posts

The Library records indicate to date, that 15 books have
been borrowed. The use of the encyclopaedia and reference is not enumerated.

Archives – Sue Baptie

A partial list of visitors to the Mews shows that they
come from all over the world including:

The Archival holdings for the Society are held at Government House. We share the space with the Archives
for Government House. Meetings are held on Tuesday
and at present there are three volunteers. This spring we
received from Crenagh Elliott her compilation of the trees,
shrubs and plants in each of the Garden, a significant work
for which we are grateful. Access to the Archives is by
appointment.
Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca

Victoria, (upper) Vancouver Island, Around B.C. Western
Canada, Eastern Canada, the USA, Europe, Australia, Asia
and Oceania.
The Greeters are always looking for new volunteers and
information training will be provided. If interested, please
contact Geoffrey at board@fghgs.ca.
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Hot Kitchens, New Faces and a Busy Season
As anyone who has visited the
Tea Room lately knows, it is once
again buzzing with customers as
the tourism season is in full swing.

We are getting many compliments on the food that Chef
is preparing for the Tea Room.
The fresh touches of herbs and
edible flowers from the gardens
adds a special garnish to the
dishes.

You might also spy a new generation of volunteers amonst the
staff, thanks to a new internship
program in partnership with Ecole
Victor Brodeur school.
This new partnership is very
important as our volunteers are
moving along in years. Most of
the Tea Room volunteers are
between 70 - 80 therefore health
and family times are important.
The work in the Tea Room
involves a lot of walking, lifting,
dish washing and a lot of clearing
tables. As health becomes an
issue with some volunteers, young
apprentices are greatly appreciated to help with the workload.

Happy Birthday, Rudi.The Tea Room’s financial
benefactor stopped by on his birthday to share a
spot of tea with Her Honour.

We were honoured to host Rudi Hoenson
at his birthday luncheon in his Tea Room
with Her Honour.
Rudi is a very special and repeat guest that
we are always happy to see. And of course,
it is always special when Her Honour pops
down for a meal.

The Tea Room is a hot and busy place when
opened. Here some of the staff take a pause
to wipe their brow before getting busy plating.

Diana Shnider hostess, Celine Godbout
first day as a Junior Volunteer from Ecole
Victor School and Jennifer Duggan
Cashier

This year we are seeing a rise
in the number of larger groups
coming in as a social for their
clubs or activity, or with visiting
friends and family. Just a gentle
reminder to all that if you are
coming with a larger group, or
larger family group, please call
the Tea Room to reserve your
space. This will help us to make
sure you have a table upon arrival, and we have enough staff
on hand to serve you.
You can contact the Tea Room
at 250-858-4417

One of the student volunteers gets a
lesson in panini making.

From the West Coast to the East Coast
In June, Government House’s Head of Housekeeping Gwen Gold did a
stint of job shadowing at the Government House in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
As well as working there, she met the Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia,
Brigadier-General Grant and Her Honour Mrs. Joan Grant.
Gwen presented their Honours with the new The Gardens of Government House, gardening book showcasing our gorgeous gardens, a silver
Birks frame and Government House Tea.
In return, she received a Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia Challenge
Coin and a certificate showing that she is now a Member of the Order of
the Good Time/Nova Scotia.

Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca
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Mark Your Calendar

Long Service Pin Presentation

Tea Room

Reminder, if you are visiting with a
large group, could you please make a
reservation by calling 250-858-4417

A huge Thank You and Congratulations to the following Friends volunteers
who have offered their time and commitment to Government House for so
many years. We thank you for your dedication and hard work.

Tool Sharpening in the lower parking lot. Payment in cash. Tuesdays and
Thursdays starting at 9a.m.
September 6 & 8.

Missing from photo:
Ann Francis
Gordon Reed
Bonny Myers
Robin Glass
Jocelyn Green
Anne Marie Ribeyre

Tuesday, August 23

Friends Board of Directors WalkAbout. The Board will be visiting all
the gardens to chat with volunteers
and offer our thanks for all your hard
work. Cookies may be involved.

Thursday, August 25th

Government House welcomes members of Toursim Victoria, who will be
touring the gardens and Mews.

Saturday, September 3

Government House Open House
tours. Tours at 10am and 11am. No
reservation, line up at the front door.

10 Year Recipients from the left; Pat Tonkin, Heather Glass,
Dianne Dunstall, Donna Ruppell, Carla Ode, Marjorie Gray,
Her Honour, Brian Rogers (President), Cheryl McLeod, Nessie
Langley, David Langley, Penny Tennenhouse, Elaine White,
Maurice Vanden Bulck

Saturday, September 11

Old English Car Club Show.
10am - 3pm

Missing from photo:
Lloyd Crawford
Judy Gorby
Joan Oppertshauser
Frank Hess
Karin Mass
Shirley Bracey
Diane Erickson

Saturday, October 8

Government House Open House
tours. Tours at 10am and 11am. No
reservation, line up at the front door.

Saturday, November 5

Government House Foundation
Gala Ball. To purchase tickets, call
250-387-2080

Saturday, November 12

Government House Open House
tours. Tours at 10am and 11am. No
reservation, line up at the front door.

15 Year Recipients from left: Brian Rogers (President), Lynn
Heenan, Maria Luisa MacRae, Her Honour, Anne Colman,
Michael Rankin

Saturday, December 10

Friends of Government House Christmas Luncheon. 12 noon. Tickets will
be available closer to the event.
Missing from photo:
Fran Spencer (20 yrs)
Jean Williams (25 yrs)

20/25 Year Recipients from the left: Brian Rogers (President),
Ross Flint, Her Honour, Eric Gee, Rilla Ballentyne

