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Sunshine and Showers

         Or should that be showers and sunshine? The      
            season is off to a slow start with gloomy overcast  
            days putting gardens three to four weeks behind 
schedule for a normal growing season. Of course we 
were all spoiled last year when it appeared we had no 
winter and the gardens were all ahead of schedule! 

However a week of solid sunshine and warm weather 
had all the flowers bursting into bloom and the gardens 
blossomed into their lovely spring showing that had 
visitors ‘oohing and aahhing’ over the gorgeous display.

Thank you to all our wonderful gardening volunteers for 
your hardwork and dedication to make the grounds of 
Government House a show-stopping must-see destination 
for residents and visitors. It is so wonderful to hear the 
praise that our visitors heap on the gardens and to note 
that they also recognize the hours of work that goes into 
creating such fabulous gardens.

Down at the Mews, the season has kicked off with an in-
flux of visitors - both tourists and residents, who are happy 
to see the Museum and Tea Room open once more.

 At the Tea Room, chef Aleks Kornat has revamped the 
menu with new delicious offerings, and in the Museum, 
there’s a special tribute to our First Nations.

The popular Mews Greeters program is once again up 
and running, with our lovely volunteers offering a smile, a 
welcome and lots of information about the Mews area of 
the grounds.

All in all - we are off to another great season!

One of the show-stopping peonies that visitors love.  
Photo by Liz Thompson.
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Liz Thompson 
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Kate Cino
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To join the Friends of Government House Garden Society, 
please contact Nairn Hollott at 250-744-4019.

Gardening Volunteer Coordinator: Nairn Hollott 

From the Library Shelf
by George Metcalfe
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The Public Rhododendrons 
Gardens of Vancouver Island 
by Alan E. Efford

The author takes the reader on a 
tour of 30 interesting and beauti-
ful public rhododendron gardens, 
including a few private gardens 
that welcome visitors. These 
gardens differ widely and include 
some of historical interest, others 
that are centres of horticulture 
and education, and some that 
must be visited because of their 
aesthetic beauty.

This book 
brings together 
a description 
of these public 
gardens.  There 
are more than 
120 colourful 
photographs. 

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
mailto:CaryBulletin@yahoo.ca
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Message from Government  House

Thandi Williams 
  Director of Operations 
  Government House

Dearest Friends,

 Spring has sprung…or has it? We have enjoyed a few days of sunshine and will wait in anticipation for more. 
While we wait, we continue preparations in the gardens and Mews for what promises to be a busy spring and 
summer.

 The team in the costume museum is busily creating eye-catching exhibits, which will include a First Nations 
display to mark our country’s sesquicentennial. Behind the scenes, Amy Herr, our new Friend, has been cata-
loguing the museum collection and creating an inventory for us.  She is a museum studies graduate  and is kind 
enough to lend her expertise to our little museum. Be sure to give her a warm Government House welcome 
should you see her walking the grounds.

 Our new Tea Room manager Danielle De Kay, has recently joined us and with the help of her team mates 
Marina and Miles, is creating an inviting and user-friendly space for Friends and patrons alike. The Tea Room 
opens on May 23rd this year and will offer a signature blend of tea created for our beloved namesake, Rudi 
Hoensen coupled with a refreshed menu, created by Chef Aleks. You are in for a treat!

The gardens are looking lovely and the flurry of activity is a reminder of what a wonderful community we 
belong to. We are truly fortunate to play a role, however big or small, in creating memories for the tourists and 
British Columbians, who visit Government House.

 To date, our Lieutenant Governor has visited 121 schools. By the end of June the count will be 143. Her 
Honour is well on her way to achieving her goal of 150 schools by September. Surrounded by all of that youthful 
exuberance, she is unlikely to age at all this year. 

If you have not already done so, be sure to follow all the sesquicentennial events via the Government House 
Facebook and Twitter feeds. 

  

  www.facebook.com/LGJudithGuichon

  Twitter: @LGJudithGuichon

  www.facebook.com/BCGovernmentHouse

  Twitter: @GovHouseBC

Sincerely,



Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca            Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca4

Cathie Lylock

A Message from your President

Spring is a time for new beginnings, and already many meetings and training sessions to 
plan and organize this year at the Gardens and Grounds of Government House have taken 
place.  Coordinators and their teams have been busy preparing the Gardens, and readying 
the Cary Castle Mews for the official opening on May 23rd.  Welcome to our new Tea Room 
Manager, Danielle DeKay!

The weather has not been conducive to a strong start up in the Gardens with unseason-
ably cold and wet weather.  Fortunately, the compost was delivered and massaged into the 
gardens in a timely fashion thanks to the contractor, Horizon Nurseries, Colin McCrea and 
crew, and all the stalwart Friends gardeners.

The irrigation system has been activated with minimal issues and areas of concern.  The 
10-10-10 Development Program is ongoing with improvements to the irrigation system and 
the Woodlands Chip Trail.

Replacement picnic tables for the Cottage Garden were 
purchased with some of the 50/50 monies.  Hopefully this 
will reduce the splinter hazard on coffee mornings.

The Tool Shed has had a major clean out thanks to the 
managers, Brian Rogers, and Keith Lylock, with the added 
assistance of Sharon Vermaning and Marian Frey of Pearkes 
Peak.  Five new, no-flat tire, wheelbarrows were purchased 
for the Tool Shed inventory.  More sonic pest chasers have 
been purchased by the House and installed in the Museum 
and Tool Shed.

The Bioblitz on April 10th was a huge success thanks to 
the vision, organization, and extraordinary work by Wood-
lander, Janet Renouf and her team of fellow Woodlanders.  
Thank you to Her Honour for her support in attending and 
taking such an active interest in the event.  Much flora 
and fauna was documented by the scientists during this 
biodiversity day.  Thanks too to Thandi Williams, Jennifer 
Lauser, Chef Kornat, Gwen Gold and Government House 
staff for assisting in the organization, providing the use of 
the Tea Room, and putting on such a beautiful luncheon for 
the scientists.

The Active Volunteer Appreciation Spring Reception on 
April 12th, hosted by the House, was wonderful, with posi-
tive feedback from many Friends in attendance.  Thank you 
to Her Honour, Jerymy Brownridge, Thandi Williams, Jen-
nifer Lauser, Chef Kornat, Gwen Gold and all the Govern-
ment House staff for hosting this event.

The Earth Day festivities on April 21st in the Dorothy Lam 
Orchard, Growing Young Farmers Garden, and Vegetable 
Garden, was a great event thanks to the vision, organ-
ization and extraordinary work of Dave Friend, Debbie 
Pungente and their team of volunteers.  A shout out to 
Board members Patty Grant, Nairn Hollott, and Susan 
Myerscough for their contributions to, and assistance at the 
event.

The Friends Volunteer Handbook has been revised and 
distributed in email and hard copy to the membership, 
the coordinators, the new volunteers and the House.  The 
omission of the name and position of Caroline Duncan of 
the House Archives has been corrected and an apology 
offered.The House Archives are considered to be one of the 
Friends nongardening support groups.

The Friends are searching for a Membership Coordinator 
to shadow and take over from Peter Freedman after his 
many years of service in this position.  The Friends’ Board 
of Directors is in need of a Vice President and a Board 
Secretary to shadow and take over the two positions be-
ing filled interim by Angela Newton and Mary Anne Skill 
respectively.

Now, here’s to some warmer weather to bring out the 
beautiful blossoms and more visitors from far and wide!

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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Rockland One by Kate Cino

Rockland One volunteers were delighted to receive 
the 2017 Silver Spade Award. The award celebrates their 
hard-work and dedication over the years. Four of the 
original members, who still work in Rockland One, helped 
restore the area by “double digging” in 1992-1993. They 
are Diane Symes, Sandra Fleischman, Doreen Tester and 
Bernie Shaw.  

A perennial border, Rockland One delights visitors from 
around the world each summer with a cacophony of 
colour and texture. The garden has a long and interesting 
history. During the 1980’s, due to a reduction in gardening 
staff, many areas became overgrown. Noting the situation, 
Lieutenant Governor David Lam (1988-1995) himself a 
passionate gardener, moved to restore and enhance the 
gardens. Lam launched a garden volunteer program in 
1991 that evolved into the Friends of Government House 
Gardens Society in 1992. Ads were placed in local papers 
and many people responded, including several master 
gardeners. 

Diane Symes was one of these early volunteers. After 
retiring from teaching in 1989, she joined the Friends in 
1992, and was Coordinator of Rockland One for 18 years. 
Diane recalls their first summer of double digging: “We 
were a team of about ten,” she says. “Each week we turned 
over several feet of garden.” The work took them most of 
the summer to complete. The compacted soil had mature 
shrubs and hardy perennials to wrestle from the ground. 
The challenging task built a good-natured camaraderie 
among the women. “We got to know each other and 
become friends”, says Diane, “soon we were visiting each 
others gardens and organizing social outings.”

Looking back, Diane remembers many benefits from 
volunteering. 

Regular workshops and lectures gave tips on staking, 
pruning, watering and design. George Radford was the 
head Supervisor at the time and was well-respected by 
members. After the digging was finished, Rockland One 
received an official garden design by Wendy Marshall. 

The design placed cooler-coloured perennials at each end 
and vibrant colours in the sunny middle section. As money 
became available, new plantings went into designated 
spots. Diane has many good memories of her 25 years of 
service, including  special events inside Government House 
and several royal visits. 

Doreen Tester joined the Friends in 1993, while still work-
ing as a Nurse. Doreen’s love of gardening and abundant 
energy continue to this day. As well as Rockland One she 
works in her own and her daughter’s half-acre garden in 
Saanich. “Meeting other people with similar interests was 
inspiring,” she says. “We are an easy going bunch who like 
to socialize.”

Doreen transplanted some of the larger plants removed 
from Rockland One into her own garden, and they are 
still doing well. Doreen agrees that gardening helps you 
remember the past, appreciate the present and plan for the 
future. 

Sandra Fleischman is Doreen’s neighbour in Saanich and 
they share the 30 minute drive to Government House each 
week. “I have always gardened,” says Sandra, “every new 
home has given me a chance to create an outdoor space.” 
Twenty five years ago she relished the physical work at 
Rockland One. “Sometimes we grumbled,” she says, “but 
mostly we laughed while building up our muscles and 
friendships along the way.” 

Bernie Shaw worked as an orthopaedic nurse in Van-
couver for many years. After retiring to Victoria she joined 
the Friends in 1992, wanting to learn what would grow in 
Victoria. Her training as a nurse gave her familiarity with 
Latin phrases which helped her memorize the plant names. 
From workshops, she learned how to plant in arcs, triangles 
or uneven groupings and stake perennials. Bernie likes the 
story about Dr Lam asking Queen Elizabeth if he could use 
volunteers on the grounds. Happily, the queen said “Yes!”. 

I guess that means our thriving gardens have a royal 
blessing.

From left: Doreen Mueller, Elizabeth Gotto, Bernie Shaw, Kate 
Reed, Diane Symes, Liz Wallis.

Brian (last name needs checking not legible) Diane Symes 
(hidden) Kate Reed, Liz Wallis, Elizabeth Gotto, David Lam. 

www.fghgs.ca
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Bioblitz Canada 150

Bristly Haircap Moss (Polytrichum piliferum)   
Photo taken at Government House by James Holkko

juniper Polytrichum Moss (Polytrichum juniperinum)  
Photo taken at Government House by James Holkko

Turkey-tail (Trametes versicolor)  
 Photo taken at Government House by James Holkko

‘‘It’s real, it’s live, it’s living, it’s breathing, and we’re part of that.’’

In celebration of Canada’s 150th Anniversary, BioBlitz 
Canada 150 will bring together the Canadian public with 
scientists to explore the richness of Canada’s biodiversity 
and to engage our passion to know, celebrate and conserve 
our natural heritage. The Canadian Wildlife Federation 
(CWF), with BioBlitz Canada and other partners in con-
servation, will carry out a series of public bioblitzes across 
the nation. 

“There are going to be BioBlitzes happening throughout 
the year in 2017” said Elizabeth Gammell, Project Man-
ager of BioBlitz Canada 150. “This isn’t virtual reality, it’s 
real reality! It’s about getting out where it’s real, it’s live, it’s 
living, it’s breathing – and we are part of that. So that’s why 
we are taking Canada’s nature selfie for the 150th.”

BioBlitz Canada is a national partnership of leading 
conservation, education and research organizations with 
the goal to document Canada’s biodiversity by connecting 
the public with nature in a scientist-led participatory survey 
of life from sea to sea to sea, and make sure this important 
information can be useful to current and future science, 
with open-source access to all. BioBlitz will document the 
species discovered from sea to sea to sea to create Can-
ada’s nature selfie.

A BioBlitz is an event that lasts up to 24 hours. It is an ef-
fort to engage people with their natural setting and explore 

some of the nature that surrounds them and to inventory 
the area to gather a list of species to find out what’s found 
in that area. It is also a way in which the community can 
become more conscious and can know more about the 
natural diversity that exists around them. By default, a lot  
of the species are the common things that people see. 
However, there’s also going to be species that are found 
that are previously unknown to that area, that may be  
unknown to science, that haven’t been described yet.

During BioBlitz, participants use the app called iNatural-
ist. You take a photo of a species, and the app will record 
the date and location of what you’ve seen, and then you 
can post it to iNaturalist.ca. Experts and other people 
on iNaturalist, on the website, can browse through your 
photos and help you identify what you’ve seen.

The data captured at a BioBlitz is useful for many things. 
Researchers can use it for answering scientific questions, 

looking into issues related to climate change, and it’s also 
useful for conservation decisions.

It’s not just plants that are part of BioBlitz. With the 
country’s 150th birthday, the Canadian Wildlife Federation 
(CWF) is hosting its first nation-wide BioBlitz. 

During the event, participants will take pictures of wild-
life on their smart phones, while on the other end of a 
custom app, specialists and knowledgeable enthusiasts will 
identify them. The app, called eBird, is an online repository 
that contains information on more than 9.5 million sight-
ings of various species around the world.

Since CWF launched the app last year, roughly 90,000 
species sightings have been recorded across Canada, 
mostly during nature walks. 

 James Pagé, species-at-risk and biodiversity specialist at 
CWF, hopes this summer’s event will add thousands more 
records, but the event is designed so that the data partici-
pants collect can be used for conservation science and 
decision making. 

For more information on BioBlitz Canada 150, check out 
their website at http://bioblitzcanada.ca

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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Woodlands Bioblitz

The weather was good, calm, a bit cool for many insects 
to be out and the date was appropriate for the early native 
Spring blooms. On Monday, April 10th, scientists and vol-
unteers descended on the Woodlands to hold a BioBlitz.

The BioBlitz was organized by Janet Renouf, helped by 
a team of Woodlanders and about 20 volunteers. The pur-
pose was to mark over 25 years of invasive species removal 
and restoration efforts with a BioBlitz, an intensive scien-
tific survey to record species in the 8.9 hectares of Garry 
oak ecosystem. The BioBlitz was not open to the public to 
allow the scientists to work.  

Over 30 scientists and experts from the Royal B.C. Mu-
seum, University of Victoria, University of B.C. and other 
places came to do this species survey. Among them were 
specialists in moss and lichens, biologists and entomolo-
gists. The four birders started out to the Woodlands before 
7:00 am. After a brief welcome and introduction by Janet 
Renouf, the other scientists started out close to 9:00 am. 

The House provided beverages from early morning on 
and volunteers brought muffins and coffee cake for snack-
ing. Chef Kornat made a delicious lunch of soup, sand-
wiches and cut fruit. Everyone enjoyed it: one scientist was 
overheard to say he had never eaten so well at an event 
like this. Janet had also asked FGHGS member Gwyneth 
Evans to play her harp at lunch.

Her Honour’s visit to the BioBlitz was a highlight. She 
arrived at the Tearoom at 3:30 where she met the scientists 
and volunteers. She then went down into the Woodlands to 
see some of their special finds including one extremely rare 

plant they had re-discovered and confirmed. The scien-
tists said that the Woodlands site is one of only 17 in the 
world for this delicate plant.

The visiting scientists said they were so pleased to be 
invited to study the Woodlands ecosystem as a unique 
area of Victoria. During the day they told the volunteers 
and each other about some of their finds: the humming-
bird nest that everyone was walking past; the photo of a 
delicate one millimeter ant that was magnified to fill a 
digital camera screen; the goldenback fern – small and 
unnoticed until the fronds are turned over. There were 
two species of monkey flower found: one on the Terraces 
rocky bluff facing the Woodlands and the other down on 
the rock outcrops to the south, and a hybrid type between 
them. 

The Tearoom was ideal as the Base Camp headquarters 
for the BioBlitz, with the closed-in porch for gathering 
and lunch, and the inside kitchen and service room for 
beverages, buffet snack and lunch. 

The Government House staff was excellent in every re-
spect. They thought of everything and provided everything 
needed – always very helpful and generous. Many thanks 
to Thandi Williams, Jennifer Lauser, Gwendoline Gold, 
Chef Kornat, Ajay Singh, and Security. 

Some results are already on iNaturalist.ca and more will 
be posted in due course. GPS location notes were taken. 
Red- and blue-listed (rare) species locations will not be 
identified. Anyone can access  iNaturalist.ca  with no 
need to sign in.  Once on the home page go to “Projects” 
(along the top bar of the site), then type in “Woodlands” 
in the search box, then click on the photo or word 
“Woodlands”.  Birds seen have been entered and James 
Holkko’s species list and photos can be viewed by scroll-
ing down the page, past the map of the Woodlands.

Everyone enjoyed the day, scientists, volunteers and 
organizers alike, and all left feeling they had contrib-
uted to both the scientific knowledge of the Woodlands 
Garry oak ecosystem and to the feeling of community at 
Government House Gardens. Should we have a follow-up 
Woodlands BioBlitz?  We all agreed that it was worth all 
the organizing but we will wait for a few years.

Her Honour during 
her Tearoom visit  
talking to Dr. Hebda

Dr. K Luther and  
Dr. T. MacIntosh  
at the microscope

Janet and Kathleen at the registration desk

by Susan Myerscough

One extremely rare plant was re-discovered and confirmed.

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca


Friends Website: www.fghgs.ca            Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

Feature Plant

Horse Chestnut

8

The Horse chestnut, Aesculus hippocastanum, is a de-
ciduous, synoecious  (hermaphroditic-flowered) broadleaf 
tree native to the Balkan peninsula. Horse chestnut was 
first introduced from Turkey in the late 16th century and 
spread throughout the western world.

Mature horse chestnut trees grow to a height of around 
40m, and can live for up to 300 years. The tree has a 
domed crown of stout branches; on old trees the outer 
branches often pendulous with curled-up tips. The bark is 
smooth and pinky grey when young, which darkens and 
develops scaly plates with age. Twigs are hairless and stout, 
buds are oval, dark red, shiny and sticky. 

The palmate leaves comprise 5-7 pointed, toothed leaflets 
spreading from a central stem. The leaf stalks leave a scar 
on the twig when they fall, which resembles an inverted 
horseshoe with seven nail holes. This association with 
horses could be the origin of the tree’s name.

The flowers are usually white with a yellow to pink 
blotch at the base of the petals. They are produced in 
spring in erect panicles 10–30 cm tall with about 20–50 
flowers on each panicle. Usually only 1–5 fruit develop on 
each panicle; the shell is a green, spiky capsule containing 
one (rarely two or three) nut-like seeds called conkers or 
horse chestnuts. Each conker is 2–4 cm diameter, glossy 
nut-brown with a whitish scar at the base. Deer and other 
mammals eat the conkers.

The flowers provide a rich source of nectar and pollen to 
insects, particularly bees. Caterpillars of the triangle moth 
feed on its leaves, as well as the horse chestnut leaf miner 
moth, whose caterpillars provide food for blue tits. 

Horse chestnut has been found to be susceptible to 
fungal diseases. Trees can also be affected by bleeding 
canker, which can lead to their death. The horse chestnut 
leaf miner can occur on trees in huge numbers, causing the 
foliage to turn brown and fall early. 

There is no evidence to suggest this harms the trees, as 
most of the damage occurs late in the season.

The most famous use of horse chestnut is in the game of 
conkers with the first record of the game is from the Isle of 
Wight in 1848. During WWI, there was a campaign to ask 
for everyone to collect horse chestnuts and donate them 
to the government. The conkers were used as a source of 
starch for fermentation using the Clostridium acetobutyl-
icum method devised by Chaim Weizmann to produce 
acetone for use as a solvent for the production of cordite, 
which was then used in military armaments. Weizmann’s 
process could use any source of starch, but the govern-
ment chose to ask for conkers to avoid causing starvation 
by depleting food sources. 

But conkers were found to be a poor source, and the 
factory only produced acetone for three months; however, 
they were collected again in WWII for the same reason.

Horse chestnut timber is a pale creamy white to light 
brown with a smooth, soft, fine texture. It’s not very strong 
and is therefore not used commercially, but its soft texture 
makes it ideal for carving.

Other uses of the conkers include horse medicines, as 
additives in shampoos and as a starch substitute. Chemicals 
extracted from conkers can be used to treat strains and 
bruises.

Aesculus × carnea, or red 
horse-chestnut, is an artificial 
hybrid between A. pavia (red 
buckeye) and A. hippocas-
tanum (horse-chestnut). 
The tree first appeared in 
Germany before 1820. The 
hybrid is a medium-size tree 
to 20–25 m tall, intermediate 
between the parent species in 
most respects, but inheriting 
the red flower color from A. 
pavia. 

www.fghgs.ca
www.ltgov.bc.ca
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Gardening Updates

On a beautiful spring morning, the gardeners 
from the vegetable garden were out harvesting 
bamboo. The bamboo around the duck ponds 
needs thinning out about once a year and the 
vegetable garden volunteers take on the task. 

  Harvesting the bamboo serves two pur-
poses - first to thin out the bamboo saving the 
contractor time and the Friends money and it is 
a wonderful savings for the vegetable garden, 
as bamboo is very expensive if they had to buy 
it.  Another savings to the Friends.   

 The volunteers strip the bamboo poles of 
their small branches and cut them to size. 
Once all the branches are removed the bam-
boo poles are used to anchor peas and beans.

Brian Dallamore makes a rectangular flat 
frame with deer netting in the middle and these 
are placed in the rows to guide the sugar snap 
peas up them. For the pole beans and toma-
toes, tripods are made to support them.  

The volunteers enjoy this break from hands 
and knees work. 

“Feels like we are pioneering!” says Mary 
Cake.   

Harvesting Bamboo by Mary CakeVeggies are starting soon

From left to right - Herb Garden gardeners, Ann Allison, Nancy Murray 
(Coordinator) and Ann Wilson eacape the “heat” in the shade of the 
Medlar tree - yes there was one warm gardening day this spring!

Stop and Smell the Herbs
After a pretty dismal spring gardening season, when the weather 

actually graces you with a perfect spring day, there’s nothing bet-
ter to do then to stop for a moment and enjoy your efforts.

The volunteers in the Herb Garden did just that, relaxing under 
the shade of the Medlar tree

Lettuce production is ramping up at the Vegetable Garden, directed 
as always by Mary Cake. The burst of hot sunny weather has all the 
veggies responding with a growth spurt. 

Photo taken Thursday May 25 by John Barton
Garden volunteer Nelles Shakelton strips the
leaves from the many bamboo stalks that were
harvested from the duck pond area. These poles
will be put to good use in the vegetable garden as
supports and anchors.

www.fghgs.ca
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A New Season for the Tea Room

New Tea Room Manager

The Greeters Are Coming!

It was Geoffrey Thornburn’s idea back in early 2015 to 
solicit interested volunteers to be posted at the Cary Castle 
Mews to act as greeters to visitors arriving to see this his-
toric part of the grounds of Government House. 

During the season of the Costume Museum and Tea 
Room operations, visitors come from all over Canada and 
the rest of the world, targeting these two attractions. Hav-
ing volunteers on hand to offer directions, some historical 
information and act as hosts to the Mews are one of the 
key aspects of ensuring that visitors have a memorable 
experience. 

The Greeters program had taken off under the guidance 
of Geoffrey Thornburn and ran two seasons to high acclaim 
by both guests and the House, and the volunteers involved 

had enjoyed the opportunity for friendly interaction with 
people who marveled at the wonders of the Mews.

With Geoff’s retirement in late 2016, the Greeters pro-
gram was reorganized for 2017 by George Zador, a greeter 
himself for the past two seasons, and now a member of the 
Friends’ Board of Directors. 

Sixteen enthusiastic Friends will be ready to serve on two 
daily shifts, starting on May 23rd  and after their tutorial 
and information sharing meeting held earlier in the month, 
they are well equipped to share a wealth of knowledge 
about Government House, the Mews, the Gardens,  
and most importantly, the function of the office of the  
Lieutenant Governor. 

by George Zador

Danielle De Kay has assumed the position as Tea Room 
Manager for the 2017 season.

Danielle was born and raised in Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
went to school in London and Toronto, Ontario, lived and 
worked in California and has been living in Victoria for the 
past four years.

She has been working in restaurants for 14 years and has 
managed restaurants for seven of those years.  Almost all 
of her experience is working for family owned restaurants 
ranging from 70 seats to 300 seats.

Danielle is excited to take on the Tea Room and has plans 
to keep growing its popularity and offer great guest experi-
ences, all while providing an enjoyable and rewarding 
experience for our valuable volunteers.

In the upcoming season, Danielle is looking forward to 
meeting everyone, not just Tea Room volunteers, but all 
the lovely volunteers in the gardens and other areas. She is 
hoping to create some new events in the Tea Room.

Danielle wants to let everyone know that she is open to 
everyone’s input. She offers a huge thank you for their hard 
work and dedication in the past and present!

The Tea Room is off to a roaring start. Although opened 
officially on May 23rd, there were many visitors and 
residents popping down during the weeks leading up to 
the opening.

Chef Aleks is offering a new menu for this season, and 
reports so far indicate that it is a hit. Old favourites like 
the much love scones are still available, but this year they 
are joined by a lovely pavlova and delicious carrot cake.

As well as a new manager, the staff are supplemented 
by young and energetic students, who are a great help to 
our loyal volunteers.

The Tea Room has also officially been named Rudi’s Tea 
Room and acknowledgement of their generous benefac-
tor (and frequent customer) is prominently noted.

www.fghgs.ca
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Expertise and Dedication

Costume Museum - New Exhibits, New Stories

The Costume Museum is delighted and 
priviledged to be hosting a very special 
volunteer - Amy Herr. Amy recently 
graduated from the University of Calgary 
with an honours degree (BA) in History 
with a minor in Museum Studies. 

Amy is working with the Costume 
Museum for the next few months to 
catalogue and document their now exten-
sive collection of heritage clothing and 
accessories.

Amy is cataloguing as much of the col-
lection as she can get through, using a 
professional software called PastPerfect. 

 She will also be creating some policies 
regarding collections and rearranging/ 
upgrading the current storage system. 

Amy grew up in Calgary but lives in Can-
more. She visited the Costume Museum last 
summer and fell in love with the collection. 
It was then that she volunteered to help. 

Amy has worked for quite a few museums 
and archives all along the Bow Valley, in-
cluding the Whyte Museum of the Canadian 
Rockies and the City of Calgary Archives. 
She currently works at the Canmore Museum 
and the Buffalo Nations Museum in Banff. 

The new season is off to a great start for the 
Costume Museum in the Mews. 

During the weeks leading up to the opening, 
when Museum volunteers were busy setting 
up the museum, visitors and eager residents 
were constantly popping their heads in asking 
when the Museum would be open. 

Since opening day, on Tuesday, May 23rd, the Museum has received a con-
stant stream of kudos and congratulations. 

Of particular interest this year, is a new display featuring a salute to the local 
First Nations community. The display features items presented to the House 
from local artists, items worn by His Honour Steven Point and his wife Gwen-
doline, as well as some exquisite pieces donated by House Service Manager, 
Gwendoline Gold.

It’s always exciting for repeat visitors to the Museum, of which there are 
many, to stop by and see what’s new. For the 50 volunteers who work at the 
Museum, it’s just as exciting for them to talk to our visitors about Government 
House and its history, the gardens, the work of Her Honour, the role of the 
Lieutenant Governor and even explain the role of the Queen in Canada. Of 
course, it helps to be surrounded by the beautiful dresses on display.

The Uniform display in the Multipurpose room is also a big draw for visitors, 
especially those who served in the military.

A salute to the 
First Nations.

An Edwardian 
day dress from 
the early 1900’s

Amy Herr

www.fghgs.ca
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Mark Your Calendar

May 23  - The Cary Castle Mews will 
open be open for the 2017 season. This 
includes the Tea Room and Costume 
Museum

Hours of operation will be Tuesdays to 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

June 3 - Government House Open 
House: Tours are at 9:30am and 11am 
and last for one hour.

July 1 - Canada 150 Citizenship 
Ceremony

July 6 - Concert on the Lawn. Band is 
Rukus

July 8 - Government House Open 
House: Tours are at 9:30am and 11am 
and last for one hour.

July 13 - Concert on the Lawn. Band 
is Mad Day Out

July 20 - Concert on the Lawn. Band 
is Dock Side Drive

August 5 - Government House Open 
House: Tours are at 9:30am and 11am 
and last for one hour.

August 26 & 27 - RCMP Musical Ride. 
Topez Park on the 26th, Royal Roads on 
the 27th. Events start at 1:30, Ride starts 
at 2:30.

Two beautiful photos taken by Vegetable gardener John Barton. The duck pond looking lovely even in the rain, and a 
stunning display of Himalayan blue poppies. Despite a gloomy spring, a few days of hot sunny weather had all the flowers 
bursting open and putting on a long-waited for display of colour and beauty.

Thank you, John, for your eagle eye and handy camera that captures such special moments in the garden.


