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Introducing Her Honour Janet Austin
The Honourable Janet Austin was
sworn-in as the 30th Lieutenant
Governor of British Columbia on
April 24, 2018.
Prior to this appointment, she
spent 15 years as CEO of YWCA
Metro Vancouver, one of the province’s largest and most diversified
non-profits.
Under Her Honour’s leadership,
the reach and scope of services
offered by the YWCA increased
significantly and flourished under the social enterprise
model she championed. Using solutions-oriented and
collaborative advocacy, she positioned the YWCA as a
leading voice on women’s equality.
She fostered relationships with non-profits, business
communities and all levels of government to contribute
to policy changes at the federal and provincial levels to
improve the lives of women, children and families.
She holds an Honorary Doctorate of Laws from Kwantlen
Polytechnic University.
Her Honour has served on the boards of TransLink,
the Greater Vancouver Board of Trade, the Canadian
Paediatric Society, the Council for Early Child Development, the Women’s Health Research Institute, MOSAIC
and the Dr. Peter AIDS Foundation.

Organizing Committee for the National Retreat for Women.
Other awards and honours include the Business in
Vancouver (BIV) CEO of the Year in the non-profit category,
BIV Influential Woman in Business Award, the Vancouver
Board of Trade Community Leadership Award and Wendy
MacDonald Diversity Champion Award.
She has also received the Queen’s Golden and Diamond
Jubilee Medals, the Big Sisters Big Heart Award for Outstanding Contribution by a Volunteer and the Downtown
Vancouver Business Improvement Association Lifetime
Achievement Award.
Her Honour is Chancellor of the Order of British Columbia
and was invested as a Member of the Order in 2016.

Mark Your Calendar
November:
AGM in the Ballroom at Government House.
Date and time to be announced.
December 8:
Christmas Luncheon - check for details inside
this newsletter

She was a long-time volunteer with United Way of the
Lower Mainland and has served on the BC Provincial
Advisory Council on Social Entrepreneurship, the City of
Vancouver Heathy City for All Leadership Council and the
Friends Website: http://fghgs.ca
The Friends - a group of over 450 dedicated members, of whom approximatley three-quarters volunteer many hours working in the gardens,
archives, library, publications,, administration, tour guides, education, special events, coat check and the Costume Museum and the Tea Room

Gardening Volunteer Coordinator: Nairn Hollott
To join The Friends of Government House Gardens Society
please download amembership form at
https://fghgs.ca/thefriends/get-involved/

Director of Gardening Activities: Susan Myerscough
Assistant Director: Mary Lou Marksteiner
Garden Coordinators
Cottage Garden:
Cut Flower Garden:
Dogwood & Azalea Walk:
English Country Garden:
Floral Designers’ Garden:
Herb Garden:
Iris Garden:
Nursery Garden:
Pearkes’ Peak:
Pool Garden:
Rock and Alpine Garden:
Rockland 1:
Rockland 2:
Rotary Garden:
Sunken Rose Garden:
The Terraces:
Vegetable Garden:
Victorian Rose Garden:
The Woodlands:
Winter Garden:
Tool Shed:

Phyllis Muir Assistant: Pat Mayhill
Jan Drent
Carol Dancer
Jean-Claude Drouin
Liz Thompson
Nancy Murray
Heather Marsman
Sharon Vermaning Assistant: Brian Rogers
Ann Wilson
Karen Phillips / Margaret Harrison
Kate Cino
Phyllis Muir
Michael Russell / Siewkeen Quah
Nairn Hollott
Alison Leamy
Mary Cake Assistant: Brian Dallamore
Vaughn Edwards
Kathleen Martin / Rosemary Balfour
Assistants: Janet Renouf / Rosemary O’Connell
Carol Dancer
Brian Rogers / Keith Lylock

EXECUTIVE
2017 - 2018
President: Cathie Lylock
Vice-President: Patty Grant
Past President: Brian Rogers
Secretary: Louise Klaassen
Treasurer: Sandra Fraser
Director of Gardening Activities:
Susan Myerscough
Director of Non-Gardening
Activities: Patti Shaughnessy
Directors-at-Large: Vaughn
Edwards, Mary Lou Marksteiner,
Donalda Rossman, Mary Anne Skill,
Liz Thompson, George Zador.
Membership Coordinator: Ann
Wilson
Horticultural Advisor:
Valerie Murray
Gardening Volunteers Co-ordinator:
Nairn Hollott
To contact any member of the
Executive, please email
board@fghgs.ca

Director of Non-Gardening Activities: Patti Shaughnessy
Non-Garden Coordinators
Archives (FGHGS):
Cary Bulletin:
Coffee/Tea Mornings:
Conservatory:
Cottage Manager:
Floral Design (Tea Room):
Garden Tours:
Garden Volunteers
Greeters:
Library:
Membership Coordinator:
Plant Registry:
Telephone Tree:
Website Technician:

Sue Baptie
Mary Anne Skill
Donalda Rossman
Peggy Dallamore
Patty Grant
Liz Thompson
Arthur Timms
Kathryn Barlow/Dorothy Smith
George Zador
George Metcalfe
Ann Wilson
Crenagh Elliott
Donalda Rossman
Leah Freedman

Director of House Operations: Thandi Williams
Coordinators

Archives (Gov’t House):
Costume Museum:
Floral Design (House):
House Docents:
Tea Room:

Caroline Duncan
Susan Erling-Tyrell
Sue Hara
Carmel Linka
Eveline Pirie Assistant: Alex Muir
(Tea Room Manager: Pedro Siguera)

Editorial Team & Contributors
Editor: Mary Anne Skill, Graphic Design: Mary Anne Skill, Proofreading: Carmel
Linka, Anita Mavromichalis, Patty Grant, Ann Wilson, Cathie Lylock. Contributors
to this Issue: Valerie Murray, Angela Newton, John Barton, Thandi Williams.

From the Library Shelf
by George Metcalfe

The Public Rhododendron
Gardens of Vancouver Island
by Alan E. Efford

The author takes the reader on a
tour of 30 interesting and beautiful public rhododendron gardens,
and a few private gardens that
welcome visitors. These gardens
differ widely and include some
of historical interest, others that
are centres of horticulture and
education, and some that must be
visited because of their aesthetic
beauty.
This book
brings together
a description
of these public
gardens. There
are more than
120 colourful
photographs.

Contributions, comments, photos are welcomed and may be left in the ‘Cary Bulletin Folder’ on the desk in the Cottage, or emailed to: CaryBulletin@yahoo.ca

Friends Website: http://fghgs.ca
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Message from Government House
Dearest Friends,
In April we bade farewell to our 29th Lieutenant Governor and welcomed the Honourable Janet Austin
shortly thereafter. Change is inevitable, thankfully the sadness of goodbye can be dulled by the
excitement and promise of a warm hello.
The grounds and gardens bustled with activity this year. Susan and the “tribe” in the Costume Museum
worked diligently to create new displays within a slightly modified space, and delighted the many
visitors. The Tea Room underwent a few noteworthy renovations, that made the space more inviting for
our volunteers and patrons alike. We certainly hope that you found them satisfactory. Pedro, assisted
by, Kiranjeet, Nicole, Markus, Melissa and our dedicated volunteers helped to create a unique and
inviting visitor experience. They of course were closely monitored by the ever dedicated Evelyne a.k.a.
“Her Majesty.”
A special thanks to George Zador and our Greeters who counted our visitors this season. Anecdotally,
we know that the Government House estate is a preferred destination for many travellers and locals.
With the help of our dedicated team of Greeters we now have a greatersense of just how many people
take the time to visit our British Columbian paradise.
You will have noted that significant renovations and restorative work was undertaken throughout the
estate. Most visible of course was the Porte Cochère. There were structural stability issues that had to be
addressed. Thankfully that is behind us and we look forward to increased maintenance activity in to the
fall, to keep our House in good repair. We thank you for your continued patience and cooperation.
In closing, here are two clever quotes, the first from Ms. Margaret Atwood, which will certainly
resonate with our gardening groups.
“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt.”
I think we can safely say that this mission was accomplished. In the second quote, Lauren Destefano
offers a lovely description of our looming autumn.
“This is the time when everything bursts with its last beauty, as if nature had been
saving up all year for the grand finale.”

Thandi Williams
Director of Operations
Government House

A Message from your President
Farewell to Her Honour Judith Guichon
I think I can speak for all the Friends when I say, we
definitely feel a connection with you as we work in the
Gardens and on the Grounds of the estate of Government
House. You have been an exceptional Lieutenant Governor
who truly has led by example – You do walk the Talk! - of
course, recently accompanied by your faithful companion,
Olive.
I have heard you say that you believe that you will not really leave a legacy…perhaps you are referring to a tangible
legacy? If I may be so bold, I would say that your legacy is
greater than most of us can imagine. It is one of Education,
Enrichment and Understanding, goals and ideals of people
blessed with Vision. You have worked within your office to
further this vision throughout British Columbia, not only
within the walls of this fine estate.
You lead by example and have encouraged the opportunity for greater awareness, and ultimately, understanding.
Reconciliation has been one of your guiding principles
throughout your appointment.
You have endeared yourself to the Friends as a champion of
the earth and its sustainability for future generations.
Keen to bridge the rural/urban divide you have promoted
and “brought home to roost” raising chickens and L’il Lamb
in the Mews.

3. The creation of the Sing Me A
Song project.
4. Establishing the Stewards of
the Future Teacher Tool Kit for
every Grade Ten student in BC.
Speaking with, and connecting
to one and all at all levels, is
truly your forte. One amazing, and I’m sure little known
fact, is Her Honour writes all her own speeches!
And, when Her Honour has a spare 45 seconds in her
schedule, you know a book or two is going to be read.
This would make her the best book club member, as she
reads voraciously and can debate the subjects of all the
literature she has devoured. I’m not sure if this would pass
as a Sesquicentennial event, but I would hazard a guess
that she has read at least 150 books this year.
Your Honour, Your Coat of Arms sums it up succinctly:
Relationships, Responsibility, and Respect are the core values you practice daily with the Friends, and the fortunate
people of British Columbia who come within your sphere.
Thank you Your Honour, for being a Friend to the Friends.

Your passion of land stewardship has been demonstrated
through the inclusion of the Growing Young Farmers
Garden, identifying the Grounds of Government House as
a ‘Naturehood’ and Your sanctioning of the recently held
Bioblitz in the Woodlands, among others.
Your open welcoming attitude and demeanour has made
us feel more a part of the House events. You have done
this by hosting community gatherings at the House including the Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long, movie screenings,
theatrical productions like Jake’s Gift, Pacific Opera Victoria performances, concerts both on the Lawn and in the
House, and the introduction of BC artists and installation of
art collections.
Your attendance at, and support of, the Friends summer
socials has been greatly appreciated.
Your Down-to-Earth approach has made you easily accessible whilst still maintaining the dignity of Your office.
Just a few, and by no means complete, list of accomplishments of your tenure include:
1. Receiving an Honorary Doctorate of Laws from Vancouver Island University for your hands-on approach to the
encouragement of education for Indigenous peoples.
2. Your successful mission to attend 150 BC schools to
honour Canada’s Sesquicentennial.
Friends Website: http://fghgs.ca

Her Honour’s longstanding connection to the land is reflected
in her Coat of Arms. The arched line evokes the landscape
near Nicola Lake, where the Guichon family has ranched for
generations.
The bluebunch wheatgrass is an important plant for foraging by
the livestock bred on the ranch. The four roots represent her four
children and the healthy roots that support the continuity of life.
The branded horse and steer represent the livestock and the
reaping of the benefits of sunshine. Below, the burrowing owl
lives in harmony with the cattle and represents Her Honour’s
ongoing efforts to learn about and respect biodiversity.
The endangered dancing grouse on top symbolizes the joy
found in biodiversity.
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Her Honour Judith Guichon’s Farewell Address
“Her Honour Judith Guichon’s Farewell
Address to The Friends of Government
House Gardens Society,
April 18, 2018
Mrs. Cathie Lylock, President, Friends of Government
House Gardens Society; board members, gardeners and
friends of all varieties and genre; welcome to this final
goodbye reception.
Although I hate goodbyes, I will take this final opportunity
to say thank you. Thank you to all of our wonderful friends
for your contributions to this marvelous heritage property
and for making my stay here such a rich and memorable
journey. You folks provide energy, commitment and heart
to this Government House community.
As I sat down to prepare a few words last Friday, I checked
the online news and was greeted with a headline which
blared, “Planet X will destroy the Earth on April 23”. Talk
about going out with a bang! Well, I thought, that takes
care of writing any more speeches. Of course, it was Friday
the 13th. And apparently this prognosticator has predicted
the end several times previously.
Seriously though, these last five years have been so
remarkable and I know that the true impact of all that I
have learned will only truly sink in as I settle back and
reflect on the many events which I have been privileged to
attend.
I will remember the various players, the young farmers, the
musicians, the runners or dog walkers, the bocce players,
music lovers, school students and photographers and, of
course, the gardeners. I have met scientists of all stripes
who have talked about their experiences in the garden, the
special spiders, rare plants or incredible mosses, as well
as birds. Then there are those who come here in search of
peace and quiet, looking for solace or to soothe their souls
and, of course, always the gardeners.
There are so many stories within this narrative of community: of people caring for the land, the soils, the biota, the
culture and the history, all of the complicated web that
forms the fabric of our lives.
I know that every one of you when I attempt to thank you
will reply that you receive as much as you give but that too
is an indication of true community. So thank you to all of
you who keep this important community so very vibrant
and strong.
With Victoria again experiencing a somewhat slower
spring, it is easy to forget that almost everyone in Canada
has been far less fortunate and many are still suffering
through terrible storms. We in Victoria are indeed blessed
and although there are times when we are somewhat
divorced from our fellow Canadians, this is not one of
them.
Friends Website: http://fghgs.ca

We have all been very engaged in two national
stories. One is the story of a pipeline. It is to be hoped
that sane heads prevail and we find win-win solutions.
The other story that gripped us all of course was the bus
crash in Humboldt, Saskatchewan. I found Canadians’
response to the tragedy so heartening. At the suggestion of a
hockey mom and a school teacher, hundreds of Canadians
from coast to coast to coast donned hockey shirts last
Thursday to express their support. In addition, spontaneous
displays of hockey sticks have sprung up in all sorts
of places. And most importantly, the online giving has raised
more than 11 million to support Humboldt and all the
families. Canadians have wonderful hearts.
As I said at the beginning I hate goodbyes. I will keep my
dentist in Victoria, so that will give me an excuse to return.
I can only say thank you from the bottom of my heart to
every one of you for making my journey so special. I leave
knowing that you will continue to provide the wondeful
platform from which the next Lieutenant Governor will
flourish and be able to confidently perform her official
duties.
I will close with two quotes, the first is from the new book,
The Hard Work of Hope: Climate Change in the Age of
Trump, produced by my good friends Robert Sandford and
Jon O`Riordan:
“Our goal should be to navigate through the
Anthropocene toward an exhilarating and exciting
transformation of our current economic and social
systems into ones in complete harmony with Earth`s
natural cycles.”
And finally, from Margaret Mead:
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful
committed citizens can change the world;
indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.”
Thank you to this group of committed citizens.
Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

World Class Collection Donated to Government House
by Valerie Murray

Photos by
Valerie Murray

We are the proud owners of eleven alpine troughs. They
formed the collection of the eminent alpine plantsman
Rex Murfitt. Rex traveled the world collecting plants and
literally wrote the book on saxifrages.He is now in his
nineties and has had to leave his home and garden and is
as pleased as we are that we were able to keep the collection together in a safe place that can be made accessible
to the public.
These troughs have found a new home in the McClure
garden. They have been carefully placed in the area above

the lawn, filling in the space left by a large dying conifer
that had to be removed. The troughs draw attention to and
compliment the natural rock outcroppings that exist in the
upper reaches of that garden. A perfect place for alpine
plants.
The next step will be to renew some of the plantings
which will be done in part with cuttings taken from the
original Plants by the Vancouver Island Rock and Alpine
Society(VIRAGS). We are grateful to everyone involved
and look forward to a lovely alpine spring.

PHOEBE NOBLE AWARD RECIPIENT - BRIAN ROGERS

by Angela Newton

The Phoebe Noble Award is offered infrequently. It is a special recognition to
a member of the Friends who, through their service to the Friends,
demonstrates, as did the founder Phoebe Noble, a dedication to the improvement and maintenance of gardens of Government House Gardens it’s
grounds and it’s activities.
Brian Rogers has been a steward of the gardens since he joined in 1998.
His commitment and effort are exemplary. Whatever it is, where ever it is,
Brian will do the job. Garden shows, craft sales, clear cutting, tree moving,
plant sales, outdoor concerts, Christmas decorating, President, Past President,
then President and Past President again, The Government House Foundation,
one could almost say, able to leap tall buildings in a single bound.
Words such as “no” or “I cannot” or “ do not have time” are not in his vocabulary. Basically, he is a “get out of my way and let’s do the job” kind
of man.
It is a wonderful day in this neighbourhood Mr. Rogers as your peers say
thank you and offer the Phoebe Noble award.

Friends Website: http://fghgs.ca

Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

Hardest Working Lieutenant Governor

Her Honour Judith Guichon receiving an Honourary
Doctorate of Laws from Vancouver Island University.

Our Lieutenant Governor has spent her time fulfilling her
constitutional role and celebrating British Columbians
and the things that matter to them.

by Thandi Williams

Her Honour Judith Guichon and Private Secretary Jerymy Brownridge,
along with Director of Operations Thandi Williams (not in picture) did
a walkabout to meet and greet the many volunteers working in the
gardens. There was time for a refreshment break and to check out
what’s for sale from the Vegetable Garden.

• Participated in the Canadian Women’s Ride Day Rally, bringing women together to share a passion for motorcycling.
• Received the Queen’s Baton while hosting Commonwealth
Games athletes as part of the Commonwealth Games relay.

Here are just a few of the events that Her Honour
attended last July. This was all in just one month:
• Hosted a swearing in ceremony for 150 new
Canadians.
• Spoke at the BC Women’s Institute Triennial
Convention in Vanderhoof.
• Hosted a series of 3 concerts on the lawn and
welcomed over 4,500 guests, aided by Olive, the
four-legged Vice Regal greeter.
• Joined members of the Police Force, Cadets and
First Nations youth to paddle from Britannia Beach to
Squamish as part of the 2017 Pulling Together Canoe
Journey.
• Greeted friends at the 41st First Nations Elder’s
Gathering in Campbell River.
• Hosted a Nature Canada event, designating the
grounds of Government House a NatureHood site.
• Welcomed Korean War veterans, alongside the
Honourable Yonah Martin, Senator for British Columbia,
and Korean Consul General Gunn Kim.
Her Honour Judith Guichon working with some of the Growing
Young Farmers participants to create a cob bench in the Maclure
Garden. Getting young people interested in knowing where their
food comes from and getting back to the land was a major interest of Her Honour.

• Hosted Swim to Survive, a training event for the
Lifesaving Society, BC & Yukon Branch.
• Officiated the swearing-in ceremony of British
Columbia’s new government.
Friends Website: http://fghgs.ca
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Gardens Pictorial

The Fairy Rose in the Victorian Rose Garden. Photo by John
Barton.

The Himalayan Blue Mountain Poppies, Peter’s Rock. Photo by John

Barton.

Kathleen Ferrier, Golden Wings and The Garland Roses.
Photo by John Barton.

Rhododendrons in Pearkes’ Peak. Photo by John Barton.

Victoria Rose Garden volunteer John Barton has a keen eye
for a good photo. John loves walking around the gardens,
with camera at the ready.

Red Hot Poker in the Floral Designers Garden. Photo
by John Barton.

Friends Website: http://fghgs.ca
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Gardens Pictorial

Wild Ginger and Crocosmia in Rockland 1. Photo by John
Barton.

Sir James Douglas in Pearkes’ Peak. Photo by Mary Anne Skill.

The Duck Pond prior to renovation. Photo by John Barton.
Blushing Lucy in the Victorian Rose Garden. Photo by John Barton.

Friends Website: http://fghgs.ca
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2018 Christmas Luncheon
Saturday, December 8th
Ticket Sales Notice
Congratulations! 2017’s Christmas Luncheon holds the record for the highest attendance
ever. Nearly half of the 449 Friends gathered in the festively garnished Ballroom
of Government House to celebrate the season, and each other for all that we had
accomplished during the year, on the Grounds, in the House, and in the Mews with great dedication, love and hard work.
Our 2018 Christmas Luncheon will include two important changes:
1. Ticket sales will be kept to 200.
2. To facilitate the desire of the Friends to sit with those whom they work, seating
will be organized according to the working groups. We hope this will help
party-goers feel more relaxed on the day.
Tickets will be on sale in the Friends’ Cottage during the September and October Coffee
Mornings. The final opportunity to purchase tickets is prior to the start of the November
AGM:
September 11th
September 13th
October 9th
October 11th
November 15th
The price per ticket is $30.00. Only Members in good standing may attend. Payment will
be on a CASH ONLY basis. No cheques please. Correct cash would be greatly appreciated.
Ticket purchase is non-refundable.
Coordinators: Mary Lou Marksteiner, Sheila Connelly
Questions: Sheila Connelly 250-598-4339 connellyhome@shaw.ca

Friends Website: http://fghgs.ca
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A look back at The Costume Museum 2018

Helena Gutteridge, a strong voice for
the Suffragist movement.

A ‘Bluebird’ nursing sister from WWI.
Nurses in the military were the first
women legally allowed to vote.

This year the Costume Museum had an exciting focus
on Women.

ages, a salute to the two former female Lieutenants
Governor, and a showcase of the brave women who
served in all branches of the military, police and RCMP.

From a remarkable display on the fight for women to
be recognized as ‘persons’ and receive the right to
vote, to a tribute to the Little Black Dress through the

The museum is now closed but will be open for special
occasions throughout the year.

2018 Long Service Pin Recipients
25 Years
Joyce Buchanan
Janice Drent
Nairn Hollott
Maxine Brook
David Price
George Metcalfe
Kathleen Metcalfe

20 Years
Lee Peacock
Brian Rogers
Sue Hara
Carol Dancer

15 Years
Sue Baptie
Noreen Greig
Karen Phillips
Howard Smith
Denise Stocco

Vaughn Edwards
Isabelle Harris
Dagmar Schroeder
Valerie Smith

For the year 2017,
the Recognition Committee
acknowleded the following
members:
Silver Trowel Award:

Janet Renouf, Brian Dallamore,
and Ruth Minshall.

Silver Spade Award:

Rotary Garden (special mention to
Siewkeen Quah and Michael Russell)

10 Years
Karen Burch
Marilyn Beckett
Noella Birch
Susan Chow
Isobel Dawson
Jennifer Duggan
Wendy Duval
Enid Eckstein
Sandra Fraser
Kathleen Martin
William McKechnie Sharon Sampson
Lucy Waldo

Friends Website: http://fghgs.ca

Valerie Howard showing off the softer,
feminine side of women in the 1910’s
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Silver Spoon Award:

Peter Freedman and Mary Anne
Skill.

Phoebe Noble Award for
Exemplary Contributions:

Brian Rogers.

Government House: www.ltgov.bc.ca

A Thank You from the Lieutenant Governor
At the September Board Meeting of The Friends of
Government House Gardens Society, the Board was
surprised and delighted when Her Honour popped in
to thank the Board for all its hard work on behalf of the
Friends and Government House.
Her Honour then presented each member of the
Board with a certificate to commemorate Canada’s
sesquicentennial, and a special medal struck for the
occasion of Canada’s birthday.
The medal features Canada’s sesquicentennial logo
on one side, and the crest of the Lieutenant Governor
of British Columbia on the other.
While the visit was unexpected, it was also a chance for
the Board to personally thank Her Honour for all her hard
work and dedication, her friendship and support of the
Friends.
The president of The Friends of Government House Gardens
Society, Cathie Lylock receives her certificate and medal from
Her Honour Judith Guichon.

Friends Activities - By The Numbers
As of September 4, 2018 there are 457
members of the Friends and 353 members
are active volunteers.
While many visitors tourTour beautiful gardens,
how many visitors do we get to the Mews area,
the Tea Room and Museum?
Greeters at the Mews recorded the following
information for this season (May - August):
Total volunteer greeters hours: 463 hours.
Visitor interactions :
5114 engagements.
Total Head count :
10,140 visitors
Since Greeters started one hour later than the
Tea Room and the Costume Museum, and had
a few shifts unmanned, the headcount total
may be raised by about 10%.

That would bring the total number
of visitors to the Mews to
11,500 -12,000 people!
The Costume Museum is manned by a roster
of 54 volunteers. From May 22 to September 1,
the Museum logged 1,417 volunteer hours.

The Gardening volunteers number in the hundreds, with
some gardening year-round. We don’t have a current
count of the number of volunteer hours put in by these
volunteers, but the number is in the thousands.
A Huge Thank You to all our volunteers - both gardening
and non-gardening for their time, dedication and hard
work to ensure that Government House, The Gardens and
Mews present the very best face to our many visitors, both
local and international.
Revenue Earned by various Friends Activities
Donations
$2,242
Plant Sales
$3,060
Raffles		
$ 649
50/50		
$ 35 (after chairs purchased
Garden Tours $2,288
Veggie Sales
$5,795
Donations collected by the Tea Room and Costume
Museum are given directly to the House.

